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'HIPBOARD SKETCHES
\ïE are istill tn Halifax barbon When we

"lIa sall-is a state secret.; what cargo
w. axe carrying'-is a stat6 secret; whea
we shall Cet aur coal, 'wlio our canvoy-

O«se are state secrets aisa. An Àmerican batte,
ffil app>eared lui the harbor and vanished in the
gbt; à 'white hospital ship orhiamented wltli large,
d ecrosses and green stripes, has gone; but other
LilY camouflaged vessels flyiug flags ai variaus
LtiOnn are hoveilng near, while tugs aud barges
me and go an mysterlaus 'errands. Sometimes
,e sblp's mator boat is lowered and the captain
)el ashare, or the officer iu command ai troaps;
It these dIgnitarles sfternly refuse ta post aur
tters or purehasel the 1ý pound ai waal we need
r aur kuitting.
We gaze daily at the snow-clad bis araund Hall-
x. We cau see the resîdential part af the clty,
itii Its windows covered wlth uew boards. The
wu of Dartmoujth, too, looks picturesque, its cbarm
ereased a tbausandiold by the iset that noue may'
'ter- The devastated part ai the city af Halifax
hiddeu iroin us by a beud lu the river, and in the
stance we'see the slauting masts ai the beached
iiiO." At sunset the river Is flooded with pink'
,d gqîd, aud the signal stations an the bill are out-
led sharply against the radiant sky. At nlght.
lieu tbe wind bas dropped, the scene 15 aven
Veller; and tlie ligbts'ai the vesseis trail serpentine
fi8etionsai yellaw, red aud green in the dark water.
There is little ta do. We pace, the deck, but it Is
0 eold ta use aur steamer chairs; even wben play-
9 shuffle-board¶ the bauds and feet get numb. But
er~e are pienty ai comiartable chairs In tbe lounge;
11venielit tables at wbichi ta write or play carde;
d books may be obtaiued Iu the casy iibrary wfth

Open fireplace.

AM first the passeugers camplaiued bitteriy ai the
iay, but naw tbey are becoming recauelled or mare
euatom ed to the mouotony ai slip hie. Tbey have
Caine iuterested lu their games ai nards, their
,oks; but most ai all,, uaw that
e big slp is about to start

its Jouruey aver the ocean,
ey have become lnterested luIn
'eh other. The proper study of

flklud is man,' and daily we
ýquie saine new plece of informa-'

Sabout the scant huudred of"
St-clss Passengers aud learu ta
Il thent by their names.

T~he genlal captalu bas time, ta be
able uaw, aud a priviieged iew

'ý.e vlBlted hlmn In bis casy qua-
ýs aJOft- The afficer lu camm»and
trOaPs is able ta Join lu a gaine ai bridge, tbe

' tams have iew patients, and the peaple -wbo will'
tire ta t*heir berths at the first bint ai stormy

ll1her discaver how .pleasant lu Ie on the acean
"l mlay be.

the short voyage from St. John ta Halifax,
r'nuY' were laid 10w; but aveu. wlth a dlzzy

ad it eeraed good ta be moving. Additlonal ex-
e1eztwas caused by a fir. in the'lounge, due

dfeveinaulation iu the wlrlng-ai the electrie
p8 aBni'all faine appeared au the celling, blister-

et heê paint, A Uittle girl wltb a scar ou ber cheek
vtln1 of the
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lelsurely manuer, braught fire extinguishers, the
sbip's carpenter, witb bamnier and chisel removed
the inuulding froin a beami andI laid bare the smoulder-
ing wires, the amrous youug man in "civies" drew

bis lady-laver Into bis protecting arins, and the yaiug
lieutenant,' wbeu the extinguisher spiashed lu hi.-

direction, ducked to. safe ty behiud the corpuleûat

lady, niistaklng ber for a parapet. In balf an hour
the lire was ont, the smake cleared away and the
stewards were busily cleaniug the woodwork aud
Bplashed mirrors. Au extension cord with a drap-
Iight replaeed the illumination lu the damaged cir-

cuit and, in another balf baur, tea, was served lu

the lounge lu its usual orderly fashion, andI the pas-
sengers wba liad slept tbrough the excitement, dranit
two cups ai tes, befare their eyes, iallawiug tbe trail

ai their cigarettes, remarked:

."Why, wbat's hap'pened ta tbe ceuiug?"

F RIENDSHIPS aie iormed quickly on sbip board,
andI If, by chance, a man and a maid wlio are

seated beside escli other lu the dining saloon fiad
plessure iu eacli otber's campsny, we are apt ta camne
ta the conclusion that they are married. It surprises
us ta learu that the pretty little red-cbeeked girl

who jiaees the darkened deck escli evenîng, arm in

arm with. tlie young lieutenant, is goiug -averseas ta

marry a soldier, sud that ber constant campanian

carnies lu bis breast pocket a photograpli ai a sinaîl

baby. The stald spinsterwho' sits kulttlug lu the

corner ail day proves ta be a prospective war-brlde.
and tlie pretty young thiug wba romps around the

deck lu runnlug sliaes, andI you have mentally placed

lu the bride cstegary, caila your attention' t lier

wedding-riug antI tells yau that "lie" went overseas
lu 1914.

I am making a study oi uuliax'ms andI military
badges, for tbere are no -twa
alike, but just as 1 am becoming

prficieut, niast af thié officers have dauned murfti.
I eau dIstiuguish between the grentade oi the artillery-
inu woru on the e-at lapel, from that ai the en-
gieer. ,I cau tel] the tmperial machin'e eu badge
fram that af the Canadian.

A youthful off icer lu the, Royal Canadian Draguons.
crosslng for tbe flrnt time, rexusins lu uiorm, spurs
aud aIl, aud we can't help mëriuriiig:

"*Twtukle, twInkle, lttie spur,
110w I wander whst you'refer,
Fa.steued ta theý boot 80 tight
AndI nat a bloomin' h6rse lu siglit!"

's

The Aviator.

-J
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1 take an Interest
' iu wound-bars and

try ta discover
where each af mY
fellow - passengers
"got bis"-at the
Somme-at Ypres
-i n Macedonia.
"And how do you'
feel about going

\back?" 1 aiten ask.
Usually they ad-

mit that when they
flrst gat t hei1r
"blîghty" they were
so glad ta get ont
alive that they
neyer wanted ta go
back agalu, but
after a long time in

\ the hospital and a
short period of

S mare or less normal
existence at home
they begaii ta itch
ta get back. "As
long as the war
lteeps on yau can't
think ai auythlng
else," they say.
"And it's sa dluil ta
be aut ai it! "

The Belle' of the Ship. But a Une that a
youth whose sick-

leave wasn't suffîient ta restore lis nerves to their
former strengthb las wrltten in my autograpli album,
tells a dIfferent story:

"If the boat were gaiug the ather way,
There would be somethlng mare ta say,
But I've been before,
V've seen the gare.
How I wisli it were golng the other way!"

Most ai the -in*pl mîy_ little baok
by the afficers are very cheerful. One lias drawn a

crude picture ai our slhip, a sub-
'marine and a tarpedo, and lias
write underneath:

"In keen anticipation ai the
voyage!"

Mauy time-warn verses deemed
sultable for autograpl albums are
tbere, but sometImes, meauIng ta
be funny, the modern rhymes are
pathetie. In the trenclies one
acquires a grim. sense ai bumor,
and one ai the ýN. C. O.'s ou board
bas ,written:

"Wbat daes It matîter-7the lass afiaan arm or a 1eg,
The glary and honor ai baviug te~ beg?
Thinli ai yanrduty, thinli ai yonr pay,
To sbaot and be abat for a dollar a day!"

.knotber writes on "'The Glary af Wax":
«*A trencb,
A stench,
Same seraps af Frenchi;
Sanie horrible German vapors.
A sheil,
A yell,
Na more ta tell,
But a paragraphi Iu the parers."

Many or these
g a ant fellows,
botli offleers and
N. C. O.'s, crossed
to England Bteer'
age, returned In
liospital ship and
are no>w enjayliig
the luxuriesl of a
first cabin passage
for the firat Urne.
Perhaps there inay
lie more equalltyp
between the afi-
cers anid mben In the
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