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EDJ[TOIRIAL .COrMENT
LIFE PURPOSE

Becatîse of the glorious promise of a
bountiful harvest, baîf a dozen typical
farmers in Western Canada were asked to
reply ini single sentences to this simple
question: "If your crop turris out as well
as you expcct, what do you propose doing
witb the proceeds." Here are the ariswers,
and they are worthy of a word of com-
ment: (1) Intend to buy another quarter
section; (2) 1 am going to pay for rny
maciriery; (3) I arn going to put it in
stock; (4) 1 amn building a new barri;

()I bave a ,,girl in the Old Country;
(6) 1 am going to try to repeat the trick
for six years, and then the city foiý me.

These may flot be typical ariswers, but
tak ing them one by orie, they set forth
clearly some pf the aims which Western

'farmers bave before them. It is a good
thing-fôr a mian to aim at a large fanm. It
is questionable if - uhe right size of farm in
an agricultural counitry is flot orie large
enough to support a traction engine. Until
farmerÈs learn to co-operate cheerfully, there
is loss tbrough expenditure for machiriery
that is uûsed but for a short portion of the
year. Ariyway, it is good to see a mari aim
at a haif section. Some of bis children wil
be looking forward to farming some day,
and it is wise to bave eriougb lanid for two.
Yet when a mari bas a farmn sufficieritly
large be bad better flgbt against land
greed. It was a pretty small life pictured
by the Kansas fanmer when be said be
wanted more land to raise more corn to
feed more bogs, to get more money to buy
more lanid, to raise more corn, etc. So the
answer giveri by the first farmer of the
six may be praiseworthy, or it may indicate
that greed which is the besetting sin of so
many in a new land wbere matenialism
flourishes so naturally.

With the second farmer we cari ail sym-
patbize. It is a terrible thing to be loaded
up witb debt and it is wonderful bow many
are in debt to the implement finms. It is
said that eighty per cent of the money
received by farmers last year went at once
to the manufacturer of farm machineny or
to the banks.. And berein is a great pity-
a pity that co-operative bariks by farmers
are riot in openation anid a pity.that greater
caution is not exercised in the purchase of
mnachinery, and greater care taken of the
mnachiriery when it is punchased.

The tbird farmer is going to piirchase
stock. He believes in mixed farmirig. He
kriows that the day of xider markets and
cheaper transportation is at band. He is

notgongto -depend upon wheat alone. He
igoîng to be ready for the tume when the

wonld demand will be for live stock rather
than for grain. That tume bas reallv ar-
rived, and happy is the fanmer who bas
anticipated it. There is a deliglht, too, in
stock raising, and even to the mari who
Would be chiefly a grain grower there is
fleed that he keep cattle, else bis land will
becoie irnpoverislied. It is jnst as poetic
and J îist as significarit of riches to refer
to't catle on a thousand hilîs" as it is
ta ti' iields of wavin-g oold"

Tiie fourth fanmer would bhufld a1 new
barn. I le, too, conternplates t Y L. \
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children deserve some consideration. Ten,
fifteen or even twenty years go by. The
pink cheeks lose their color, the bright eyes
their sparkle, and the hopes of youth fade
away and die. Acres have been added to
the farm, the stock bas increased ten-fold,
the barrns are large and complete, but there
is yet no real home, nothingin which the
wife may take a personal pride, notbing
which will attract the children and keep
them on the land. A new barn is good-
but sometimes it costs too much.

"I have a girl in the old land." What a
story here of devotion and courage and
fond anticipation! And there are hundreds
of young men ail over this land who are
working anid singirig as tfhey work, because
they are looking forward to the time when
they may send a message to the girl in the
home- land. Let, us wish the barvest may
be thrice bounteous so that -wben the--
yourig girl cornes there may be ready for
ber flot only the welcome of ber betrotbed,
but some of those comforts wbich only
money can buy, and wbich are almost
necessary to bappiness in wbat was once
tbe great lrie land, -but is now only at
times a great lonely land. Our young
farmer is rigbt. He needs a wife, and the
country needs her, and she may be assured
she will get a right warm Western
welcome.

But what of the sixth farmer? How
many, think you, are of bis class? Well,
there are flot a few. The farm, a good
place to make money, a poor place to spend
it-that is the theory. It is a poor tbeory
-poor in the first place because it implies
that moriey making and sppnding are the
enids of if e, anid th'ey are only incidents of
life. There is no better place in this wbole
world to build -up a life and to spend a life
than on the farm, if one only cares to make
life all tbat it was iritended to be. A man
who restricts bis activities on the farmn to
money making will find at the end of six
years that be has capacity for nothing else.
He canriot enjoy the city, be cannot sym-
pathize with it. The only tbing to do is
to make farm life so full of variety tbat it
will appeal to life on ail sides. A good
library for spare hours, some music, a few
games, tools and materials for barid-mantu-
facture, pets for the children and garden
plots for each, opportunities for social cri-
joymerit at least occasionally, participation
in -eligious work-these are but illustra-
tions of what migbt characterize farm' life.
Where a nman anid woman bave their whole
lives ministered to on the farm they
will not wish to leave it, and their cbildren
will stay by theni. One tbing that makes
children leave the farmn is the unrest of
parents, and this unrest frequently follows
the pursuit of one-sided ideals. A very
xvîse man once said:- "The best place to
spend middle age is the towri, but the best
place to spend childhood arid old age is
the country."

There k o ne remarkable thing abolit the
testinony of the six farrners. They are all
(leterinied to better their owri condition.
Tliey did not go rnuch beyond tliat. If
thiere is anv altruism in their rnake up it is
flot expresýe(l. Possibly ail of them intend
to get ilito l)etter financial and social con-
dition in ornicr t!Iat 'tliey mnay be of greater
service in fie cûflltflutitxr. There is no-
thing mûùre :eicý-aûry to an individual who

would realize his highest possibilities than
this community sense. A mari cannot madce
real progress in any large sense unless he
brings bis neighbors with bim. In the past
Western farmers b -ave beern generous in
aidirig pbilantbropic institutions-scho6ls,
churches, bospitals anid theike.' There
wiIl be found an increasing number in the
future who will corisider that ministering
to the comfort and safety of others is both
a privilege and a.duty.
,Taking balf-a-dozcn in any other calling

than 'farming bow would their answers
compare ?

A CONTRAST
Withiri a few weeks two provincial elec-

tioris bave beeri -beld i.n, Canada. Iit:is
iriteresting to compare the results, and .in
the ligbt of theýse to estimate the character
of the electorate in the two provinces.

Ini Ontario the one great issue wasthe
temperance policy. Evideritly tbe electorsý
had flot 4wakened sufficiently t o.onire-
bend tbe significance of banishing the bar.
Some one has said that "people of Ontario
are 50 inert and so wedded to established
customn that it would take two generations
for a riew idea to be understood-to say
notbing of beirig endorsed." Whether-this
is true or libellous does flot just now gig-
nify. The fact is tbat the liquor interests
are alive anid active, anid tbere does flot
seem to be very bearty co-operation among
the forces opposed to the traffic. Perhaps
it is true tbat altbough the politicians were
figbting out the battie on the ground of
temperance, the people were settling the
issue on other grounds. They were com-
paring the administration of Sir James
Whitney with that wbich preceded hini, and
not always to the advantage of the latter.
Under bis administration some splendid,
refoms had been introduced, such as the
riew penal system. Even in the field of
temperance there bad been a better system
of enforcenient than formerly. Above al
the administration was bhonest, frank and
siricere, and Sir James, especially after bis
illness, wvas loved by the people, while two
of bis lieutenants had riot only local but a
provincial reputation that brought support
to the goverfiment. What can be said
about Ontario, therefore, is tbat though it
is incapable of appreciating a great moral
issue as it sbould, it showýs good sense in
appreciating moral worth in those whomn
it appoints to office.

In Manitoba tbings were entircly ciffer-
cnt. 1-ere there were three or four great
moral issues and the electors as a whole
were keerily alive to at lcast two of these.
Neverthelcss, it was evident to ahl on the
ground that there was something more at
stake than a difference of policies. There
secms to have been dissatisfaction with
s4orie of those in political control because
îhley were believed to have been lacking in
frankness and siniceri.ty. They were..evï-
dently believed to be playing a double game.

The people of Manitoba have shown
them~eleniore capable-than the people of

Ontario in appreciating great issues; tbey
]hav\e shown g1reater willingness to sink

Tparty feeling and to put a proper value on
the triùmni of moral principles. Botb prov-
inces are th be congratulated' on this, that
tliey demand ini their leaders sincerity, lion-
e•ýty and good faith. M-Nay it ever 1), -
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