7IN:THE CONSTITUTION|OFINEWBOUNDEANDSID 13

‘ ‘ndt-fnequehd“y‘,‘.""‘xﬁore competent persons, who contribute from 100 L t0.500-L.a.year in. duties '« g, in éops-;

. to the revenue, and are. possessed of large properties-in’ latids:and houses,. are excladed from
the grand and special: jury ipanels, simply-becnuse they doinot, in-the opinidn’of the: sheniff,

~ come under the qualification or denomintion of: **principal iherchants: or gentlemen.” -1 'The
conscquence has been; that packed and prejudiced juries have-been of frequent oceurrence; and

. are almost unavoidable,:without a change:in the law: A- political opponent has no chance of

a-fair trial before .such a/jury;however upright 'and-high' minded the court- may -be, and
instead of Britishijustice:being administered in such cases, there:is:but the form observed,

for. the reality is not attained. : The . Bill: presedi'by the :Assembly: was loudly. called fur, and
‘met with generalapproval except from’ the Council, who.also rejected a Bill for the prospec-
tive reduction of our.enormous-Civil- List, although -the colony is about 120,000 in debt,

- and its necessities imperatively demand a system> of* rigid. retreucliment-in all the public

departments, in many of which officials are paid snlaries for doing comparatively nothing. .

~ The Road Bill, the Education Bill—both money. Bills—the former appropriating 10,000,
for thie'public road- service, -#nd’ the ‘latter'7,500 L for educationinl ;iliri)éscé;‘tgé'Kvgll ‘:is"thp

" Supply Bill, were, in violation of the privileges of* thé Ilouse; all materially altered by the

Council, and their total rejection was only saved by thie’ forliéarance and" discrétion- of* the

" Assembly, who preferréd submitting to a tempotary. injustice rather than cmbairass the publié

service, and deprive the couritry of the bencfits resulting from these measires.” A Bill to

“'regulate our currenc was also mutilated by the Council ; and the lnst Bill which it ncantived .

was'a” Delegation Bill: snnctionied ‘by the Governor; approprinting asum of moticy' to defray
tlie expenses of:delegates from the Council and Assemibly to thé Ithpérial Goverriment, that
both' bodies might 'have an equal opportunity”of being leard on'the questiolis on which they
 hiave béen'so'llong at is3ud, and thus udept thé: speedicst” méans' of terminating’ an 'uggitation
which will “continue'to distrrict the, public mind and- distieb the' pence 'of “society until théy
ghall 'be: satisfactorily” séttled.’ “The ‘lieral party‘in-that colony have’ been persudded that -
only one side'of the question hus hithertd obtained aténtly crédence from the Colonihl Minister,

owing to'the misrépresentitions of the ldcal otficials, ‘and thercfore solicited their opporicnts in

legislatioh and progress to'mect them nianfully, ‘wheré the arzuments on both sides could be
openly'seén and disctisséd, not hid away in ** secret ddspatches,” whicli the loeal Exdéutive his
iflvariably réfused to ‘communictité to the Assembly ; it has'gone further’ in‘refusing to'commiis
miicate iany. deéspatches trinsmitted to Dowhiiig:sticet” on the subject of self’ wovermment. 1 1¢
nmisti noty ' therefore; be a‘mitter of surprise that menwlo stistuini ‘their position” by such ineans,
should 'reject the ‘Pelegation’ Bill ns' thiel did!~iIn & word; the'privilegesof thé Assembly hav ¢
been dittérly disregarded by-thié Council;'and it the exercisc-of‘the ‘only functions' whish' the
for'xlnel“’brtip’ch ‘conceived it ﬁlight"éxeréige unmolested By' the” Exceutive, that of ‘taxation;
a messdge of’arintimidating charaéter' was delivered on the' table’ of the Assembly by Mr:
Secretary Crowdy, by the Govérnor's:cormand, on the'subject of the Revenue Bill; which
was!then' pending ‘on’ the Order Book for col}lmi;talj dnd the following: resolutions were theves
pon‘ﬂ,ni;iiiirxiously adopted by'thé Assembly s =1 o0 0 e b Ty Lo
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;1% Whereas a message,.hag  this.day been received from his Excellency Ker B. Hamilton,
1lsq., the Governor,of this island, which is a digeet interference with the delibevations.of this
House,on theisubject, of the Revenue Bill; now: pending before this House,, .. « « . |
¥ Regolved, That the said message is,a manifest breach -of ‘the privileggs -6f ’this House
‘. {4932 i2e Saj€ r e 4 gre dopmisy bl e e e ty tiie b 5 T (/TN IS SRR 3. 301 {
ag(i however ankious'thid Hgade is ‘to, maintain 'a good /iinderstanding with’ is' Excellency,
 this House dﬁhhﬁt’,‘“w"itli’d‘ljé%ﬁ oard to'its rights ‘and privileges; ‘Which it is its sacred daty -
to"uphibld iftdt, perinit/this docuiment to, e recorded on' its' journals unaccompinjed witﬁ
ool e i opinion hrenn, T
i Resolved, Thatithe:dourse. pursued. by. Her Majesty’s Council on-the important measures
vithlly. affecting.the, publi¢welfare, which ‘huve been sent to'them for their conciirrence: by
theé; Assethbly Uuring. the present Session, has. been the cause .of protracting-this Session of
thé Leegislature to:the;present late: period,and obliged:this House in sclf-defetice. to withhold
itsprompt assent to the Revenue Bil_il:' o P
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e Ralb Mok thi Hoie o frioks Hixicus to uphold the credit of the calgny, and
}Vlggi!d Qgegly xf‘eg}je?;,‘?i}y stéfh }th:jt'yoglcl ‘mpair it ; but| lodking to the present state of the
doulfitty, ‘the' hinotifit df public debt; 'nind the demands,on ‘the. public revenue, it fedls per-
&ildded j:'hja’,t;ﬂéthj‘ng"cgt{%}‘rrfo}‘é“gtd the déstriiction of 'that credit thuw the present system of
gqy‘é'r:xﬁ‘mex‘xé}%v}iiél‘i;ig‘dévdxd'(')'f ‘éﬁb’li'c confidence” ot s T
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«iiHavidg. thusishown. suffici8iit to convince: any -rensonablé man of the impracticability of
conductingithie dovernihentiof the:colony under suéh w systemy we shall briefly advert to the
quiedtion:df feciprocal freestrade withi the United- States. .[Pher exports - of *Newfoundlnnd,
«consisting nearly altogether of the produce of its fisherics, have been materinlly depreciated
 ‘in/their yalue:imfordigh markets.frém” the (formidable competition -of the Frdnch; itias
thereforé found.thatthe idterdsts sof the-country demandad i new markets.i! ‘Wi naturally
. 10?11&(«1 toithbMnited-Stitesnfyrthis ipurpose, - For: Want: of rémunérative eipldyment: in
- Newfoundladdiamany: of it hardyissid intrepid; fishormen were obliged to- seek laboursinithe
Sfishing:vesseléifitted outr by the)Athericanss s the old: supplying system,?: of the fw mer<,
chiants, Whoiengross thésgreater part: of : the trade- oft that. island; which jendbles ithem to
colmaiidithe: producel of. thefishertan's: summer.voyagei atia price ustally-fixed by them!ds
Solowrmratep as:ito jedve het indilstrious:operative scarcely:sutficient to'support: Kim'land:his
familgfforthie dthe. y
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