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Équare tilnber, working in a lumber shanty, ran a threshing machiné, &c.; was always rýàdy,

like Wilkiris- MicaT&r, for something to turn uý « and unlike Wilkins, hoxl the fâculty, in

case of emergency, of turnincr something up' So far as we can ascertain, there 6es not appear

tohave been any laziness in the Leekie family; -if thore wa., bc failed to inherit it.

In July, 1854; Mr. Leckie carne into the county of...Huron, -his fa ther's family following

three motiths later, and located., in the township of Grey, six' miles -from the pre.ýcnt village of

Brussels, there being àt that time not more than a dozen. fam1ýlies in the township. There ho

to(A up for himscif and father 400 acres of land; subsequently disposing of his half of it;,

and experienced some of t'ho hardships of backwoods life. The.. nearëst grist mill was eighteen

miles away, at Rokborough ; fbere were no rowls; traveling was dône through the- forests, with

blazed trees or a guide, and more than once, Mr. Lee-kie, in conipany witÉ other pi'ô'neer set-

tl ers brought sixty pounds of flour on his back from the inill, making the ei,(Ybýeen miles in six

or seven hours.,'.ý

Thère lie helped -build a saw milf, and in' 1856-put. up a lor, store' for himself, hewincr the

logs andmaking the sliinrles,,.-w.ifh«,"'his own hands; and« lie drew hisi first stock of gwà by

teams front Woodstock, they coming by rail-..£,rom Hamilton, where ho niade- his purchases.

There lie trade&Éetwèei ei,(Yht an(f nine years, and was postniaster the last half of that âme,

-the -name- of the office beinç,, - changed £roui-'Grey to Cranbrook. It was five miles from

Brussels.

In July, 1864, Mr. Uckie settled in this place- which became an incorporated village in

e lie traded in general merchandise and grain for twelve years; Pontinued ingp-ain,

and produce two years longer; -built -a cheese factory in 1869, and managred it till-1878, and in

August of tliat vear, was appointed mana,,,rer'of the Exchange Bank, closed-and now carrying

on a pri'ate bank, called Leckie's Bank.

Ho is. one of the. most energetic, pul)lie-sl)irited men in this section., being foremost in

every enterprise of the least importance to the coi1imujà.itý,-, no man fouglit more bravely ýr

perseveringl than he to secure tho railroad which. no%ý runs tlirou"h Brussels-the southern

extension of the Wellington, Grey and Bruie branch of the Crreat W êstern 'Railway'. He reprc-

sents the Frechold Loan and. Savings Company, tli*e.;,Western Canada, Permanent Loan and

Savings Society, the National Investinent Company, the Nortli British Canadian Investment

Company, all of ToronÉo. a.nd the Hamilton Provident and Loan Company, and two "or threc.

other leadinçr inoncy savinf, institutions of Ontario.
.Mr Leckie has. been reeve, first of Grey, and then of Brussels, for the last fourteen or fifteci)

years; waý warden one year; has beèh a magLstrate nearly twenty year**,, an d is.Captain of a

-- volunteer dompany, No.5' 33rd battalion, Huron.

Ris affiliation in politics arc with the so-called Grits," or Reformers;. was president of tho

Reforin -Association of Grey for some time; is àlewler of his party in this part of,- Huron, and


