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) square mnbcr ‘working in a lumber shanty, ran a t.hreshmcr machine, &c.; was a.lwa,ys ready,
hke Wilking chawber for “something to turn up, "and unlike Wllkms had the faculty,in
‘caqe of emergency, of tummo something up. So far as we can ascertain, there does not appear

* to have been any laziness in the Leekie family ; if there was, he failed to inherit it.

In July, 1854, Mr. Leckie came into the county of. IIuron ‘his father’s fa.mlly followmo';
three months later, and located in the township of Grey, six miles from the present village of
Bru%els there being at that time not more than a dozen families i m the township. There he A

- took up for himself and father 400 acres of land; subsequently disposing of his half of it;

. and e\penenced some of the hardships of backwoods life. The nearést grist mill was emhteen‘

. ‘miles away, at Rowborouwh there were no roads; traveling was done through the forests, with -

~ blazed trees for a guide, and more than once, Mr. Leckie, in company with other pioneer set-
tlers, brouo'ht sx:s.t) pounds. of ﬂour on hls back from the m111 making the emhteen miles in six
or seven hours.- ' » : :

X There ke helped build a saw mill; a.nd in 18 )prut up a log store for himself, hewing the
loo's and making the shingles : w1t,h ‘his own hands; and he drew his first stock of goods by
teams from Woodstock they commo by rail from Hamllton where he made- his purchases.
There he traded:between eight and ‘nine years, and was postmaster the la.st half of that time,-

the name of the oﬁice bem« changed from’ Grey to Cra.nbrook It was ﬁve miles from
Brussels. :

In July,. 1864, Mr Le(,kxe settled in thxs pla,ce which became an mcorpora.bed vnl]a«e in
181 3. Here he traded in "general merchandlse and grain for twelve years; tontinued in grain
- and produce two years longér ; built-a cheese fa.ct,ory in 1869 and managed it till. 1878, and in

Aaugust of that year, was appointed manafrer of the E\cha,nrre Ba.nk closed—and now ca.rryme
on a pnva,tb bank called Leckie’s Bank.
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He is one of the most energetie, publl(,-\pmt,ed men in this bf.cnon being foremost in
every enterprise of the least importance to the commumt}, no man fought more bravely or
perseverm(rly than he to secure the railroail which now runs through Brussels—the southern ~
extension of the Welhnn-ton Grey and Bruce branch of the Great Western Railway. He repre- '

~sents the Freehold Loan and Savi ings Company, thc Western Canada Permanent Loan and
Savings Society, the 7Watlona,l Investment Comp'm\ the North British Canadian Investment -

Company, all of Toronto and the Hamllton Provident and Loan Company, and two or three
other leading xnonc) saving institutions of Ontario.
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“Mr Leckie has been reeve, first of Grey,and then of Brussels, for the last fourteen or fiftecn
ye‘u€ was wardeﬁ one year; has been a magistrate nearly twgnf,y years, and is Capt.a,injof ‘a
_volunteer company, No. 3, 33rd battalion, Huron. o : : ,
/ - . His affiliation in politics arc with the so-called “ Grits,” or Reformers ~was president of the
fol Reform Assocxatxon of Grey for some time; is a leader of his p'lrty in thts part of - Huron, and
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