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THE EVE 0F A GREAT BATTLE

c ANAI)A is on the eve of one of the grcatest political l)attles whichi

w-e have cx er scen. 'lhle evenits of the past few wceks have

brouglit the batile closer lîow close nîo one seins able to say. For

txvclve years the Liberals, mid(er thec leadership of Sir \Vilfrid Laurier,

hlave ruled at Ottawa and for eleven of that tîvelve years the Opposi-

tion has been weak and at tinies dispiritcd. Dntriing the past twelve

months there lias been, a change. Riglîtly or xvrongly, the Opposition
have made up thecir mninds that the next general election will be tlîeir

opportulnity. About a year ago tlîey began to organise. In the

Ilouse, they formed theimsclvcs into a number of commuittees, onle for

eacli departmient of governilment, andi onle for ecd great point of (lis-

cussion. They institutcd a systemiatic andl persistent camlpaigul against
the Governient ilu the Ilouse and outside. Events, commercial and
political, have favotired them in a remnarkable way an(l to-day tliey arc
ahlost iatighty in ticir views as to the outcomne of the great battie.

At tie recent provincial elections in New Brunswick, a Liberal
government xvas defeated and a Conservative government installetl.
On june 8th, there will be two other provincial elections. ]i n Çuebec,
a Liberal governmiient is going back for re-electîin. At the l)revious
camlpaign in tiat province, the govcrnmcint of the day sprang a sur-
prise on the Conservative Opposition and as a consequende thiere xvere
only one or txvo Conservative cand(idates. Only seven of those elected
were not direct supporters of the governmiient. (>1 tlîis occasion, the
Conservatives ha~ve l)een given a better opportunity and xvhile Premnier
Gouin will be sustained, the Opposition wilI l)e considerably strengthi-
ened. No other result is to be anticipated. In Onitario, Premier
Whitney's forces are in spirited figiting trini and his majority will
flot lie dangerously inîpaired. Th'le point in thîs recital is that any-
thing whichlihas occurred oir is likely to occur in the provincial camn-
paignls is in favour of tic Conservative Opposition at Ottawa.

On thîe otier hand, Sir WVilfrid Laurier is the mnost ex 1 ierienccd
and mlost successfuil political leader tlîat Canada lias liad silice the
tîcati of Sir Johni A. Macdonald. I is intellectual vigour lias beeni well
miaintained ini spite of his advancing years. Ile lias a splendid fightfing
force beind hîi, thougli somne of his former lieutenants have beeni
gazettetl ont of the service and others have growvn grey and rieumnatic.
It is not to bc suîiposed tlîat lie will lic much lcss brilliant than he has
always l)eeli, or that lie xvîll allow his opponents full chioice of weapons
and position.

The battie will not be an unequal one. The advantages and dis-
advantages are fairly well balanced. The result will mainly rest upoti
whether or not the people think it 4~ tiîîe for a change. This is alimost
the only point xvhich the sluggish body politic ever serîously consitl-sý.

JUDGE LONGLEY AND INDEPENDENCEP RoOMi newspaper comment on the Canadian Club banquet in New
York, one would conclude that Ilis Ilonour, Ju(lge Longley,

formerly Attorney-General of Nova Scotia, hiad madIe a strong argu-
ment for Canadian independence. lus rermark was mercly incidentaI
to his main argument tiat Canada would neyer seek l)olitical union
with the Uinitedî States. Fie said tiat he thought the destiny of
Canada was to lic "an independent natton in alliance wîtlî the Empire."
There is nothing s0 very startling in tiat. Canada is yearly coming
dloser to that position. ,Every move we have made in our Iml)erial
relations in the last hundred years lias tended in that (direction. Tie
other tlay, Great Rritain laid down the principle that aIl treaties
hereafter to be concluded, affecting any one of tlie self,-governing
colonies, must first receive the sanction of the colony whose.interests
are affected. Is this flot another step in this dlirection?

in a recent speech, at Pictou Nova Scotia if we are not mistaken,
J udgc Longley went mucli fartier and advoçated independence for
the Dominion. Yet nobody neetl take lus Honour too seriouisly. lHe
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lias neyer showr. himself a prominent leader, politically or socially.

Hlîs viexvs on a number of questions liave alxvays been exceptional.
-l is attitudle towards the larger public questions lias heeî mnainly

acadeinic, and lus politicai career non-constructive. Hle represents no
body of public opinion.

Yet it may lie tlîat Judge Longley, in tie main, is more nearly
riglit than some of those who shout imperialisin fromn the iouse-tops.
Tlic Frenci-Canadians are tliorougily opposed to any sort of legisla-
tive or admninistrative union witli Great Britain, beyond wvbat at
prescrnt exists. So long as this element in our national life possesses
infinence-and tliat means anotlier century at lcast-our tentiency will
lie to acquire more and more of independence. It wilI, bowever, be
an intlependence within the Empire, not without. In this Jnde
Longley andi Ambassador Bryce are apparently in agreement. In
this, boti Eirencli and Englisli Canadians are practically in agreenient.
\liy, then, should we get excited if Judge Longley or any person cIsc
arises and says that the growing national spirit tends to make us an
intlel)enlent nation within the Empire or in alliance with tlie Empire?
Are we s0 provincial tîîat we are to be frightenied liy a particular
wor(l? Even ?vr. Kipling noticed tiat tendency wxlien lie xvrote:

A Nation spoke to a Nation,
A Queen sent word to a Thronle:

I)aughter am 1 in my mothier*s bouse,
But mistress in my own."

THE COMMUNITY AND THE BOY

j \SI wee&, Judge Piclie of Montreai was called upon to try a
''boy for theft, tlie comiplainalit being the boy's niother. lt

developed tlîat thîe child iad been sent to scbool before lie was fouir
years 01(1 andt liai a bad school record. The jildge lectured the miother
for sending uini to school to get rid of ii and for flot taking proper
care of Iiin. i le calleti thîe boy ont of the wîiness box andi asked hini
to promise to go horne, beliave properly anîd learu a trade on condlition
of lieing given anlother chance. The boy promîseti and tic judge
dismiîssed lîim. That judge ias sense.

SThe problemn of the boy we have with us always. Thc parents
do flot always take as mucli care of uini as tliey siould. fvVhen lie
gocs to scliool, the teacier with lier class of fifty or sixty pupils to look
aftcr is able to give iim scant attention. Playgrounds are not
nlumerous antl no one seems to care what becomnes of imii. He runs
îvild, goes wrong moralîy, is neglccted pliysically anîd too often turns
ont l)a(ly. Our systemi of education does not provide any remedy
wliere tic home training fails.

There is no easy solution pf the problcm. Yet it is one wlîich
every large city must face. In the village and township, children are
niot lîerded together 50 closely, and plenlty of air andi close contact witlî
nature make life fairly whoiesome. The boy raised in the fields lias a
better chance than thue boy raised on a paved street. More play-
groun(ls for the city boys and expcrîenced directors of pliysical train-
ing and ganmes are a necessity if the criminal classes are to be deprîved
of recruits. Open-air sclioois and excursions to parks and country

mnigit aiso be made a part of every city sclîool programme. Teaciers
should be directed to give, more attention to moral and physical
dlevelopment. To thîs end, classes migit be taken in rotation to tic
city parks and open portions of the sxîburbs where tic children would
get fresi air and a glimpse of nature. 'Somcthîing along this line is
lieing attcinptetl in London and otier large English cities and a similar
systcm mlight bie worked here to advantage.

THE MORBID MINORITY

Çs HERIFF CAMERON, of London, Ontario, lias displayed firmness
'~and discretion in refusing to ailow the slayer of Lloyd to be

placed "'on exhibition." Those wlio are weli acqtiainte<i with the


