
affectionate' ways, her quaint speech, her
quiet humor after she had resolutely buried
her sorrowout of sight, had brightened the
long sunimer days, and given the shut-in
woman a taste of the outer world that had
once been breath to her nostrils. One day
she aIvoke to the fact that she was ready
to leave her nest in the mountains.

The Grays went to Washington in Oc-
tober. -They found a cherry, old-fashioned
brick house, fronting one of the numerous
parks, and were deep in the fascinating la-
bor of turning four walls into a home.
The home adjoining was also to let, and
though smaller, had the advantage of a
garden with four trees. Miriam mentioned
the fact, and Loring wrote by return mail
to secure the refusal of it. She would look
at it herself in a few days.

She planned to make a hurried trip to
Washington, see the house, and if she liked
it, arrange to have her furniture, now
stored in New York, sent on and placed
before she brought the baby down from
Woodsmere.

"You will watch over him," she said to
Hoffman, as he drove with ber to the sta-
tion. "I know Anne will be as faithful
in ber care as I would be, yet I shall feel
better if you see him every day."

And Hoffman promised gladlv. The
child was dear to him, and he alaost ri-
valed the wonien in their slavish devotioa.
and absurd pride. He acepted Loring's
statement that there never had been such
another child and gravely subscribed to it.
The little fmgers twined about bis, and it
seemed as if they put forth tendrils that
reached to his heart..

Loring passed through New York from .
one station to another, and was surprised J31uil
to find she had so little interest in her na- ed th
tive town.. Her saddest memcirs gather-d Carit
here, and she had no desire to revisit the mer1scenes that could only call up old regrets. ler

The Washington house, of red brick
with.trimmings of white stone, was quaint 902-
and full of possibilities. The roons were M
large and sunny, and a bow window looked treasi
Out over fifty feet of, lawn where the four the btrees, stili green and leafy, stood in state. Carlt

Miriam watched ber cousin's face, andhad no doubts. timet

d o itItake a long lease, so that I can tinct
do it aver to suit myself. The drawing moderoom paper is hideous, and I'd like to throw teed.

the two small rooms on the third floor intoone, and put in more bathrooms." Loring
had, barely. toiched her income during the
past year, so that she had plenty of money
ta make the changes she deemed necessary.
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