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blmseif and thinlcing. This bey's rallier walt a drunk.
ard, who left ai thre burden of caring for the fnmily lu
the mother, and #hbo Icept thern ai in pcverty tbrougb
bis drunkennosi. They bad alite suifer, and te suifer
ln silence, fair the father vas a tyrant in hîs home,
crueily treating bis vile and family. The uitie boy
vas used te poor food, nnd poor clnthlng, and poor
tires, but juil now as lhe vas sitting ihatnhcng big tears
began te, drap, one fater another, on the bearth, tili ai
lait bis mother, henring a st:illed sob, lookea r.~

and said, IlWhat ails yeu, Jchnny P' Il , mother,",
ho sald," Ilb#at's the ise cf holidays, and whaî's <lie
fun cf Christmnas lime? i 1vant te skcate, but 1 have
ne money te buy skates. 1 want te go tu the panao.
raina that la te bo ln aur Sunday school, but tboy say
Il viii ceai five cents, and, basides, 1 have net decont
clotbos te go vlth, and 1 don't like tu have tbe boys
laughing ai me. 1 want some laya to play wlîh, and
the stores are crowded vlîb them, but ibere is ne ane
te P.4ve me presonts. They tilk about Santa Claus,
leut 1 amn sure ho Is a cheat, for ha nover cernes our
%'ay. The boys wbo gel thoir steckings filledi on
CLtistmas are thoe that have gond (althers vho love
tbem. 1 heard the beys singing 'Christmas cernes
but once a lyear, and vbcn il cernes it bringi good
cheor,' but, moilber, yeu know it enly brings serrcv
te us, fer father la verso ai Christmas and Nev Voar
than ai any other lime." When Jobnny had gel se
fir vlth bis ceniplaints ho looked up at bis moîher,
and ho sav as was crying, se ho stcpped ni once, for
ho could flot bear te sec bis motber cry. and jumpring
up, ho tbrev his arma round ber neck and kissed bier.
Just at that moment the father came siaggoring in,
gave Jebanie a blaw with bis cionched fiat that
knocked the litile fellov down, and îhreâtened lits vife
vith the saine treaiment if she did net give hîra ai
once ail the money she bad. %',ben ho had got ber
lait cent ho vent away for more drink, and the poor
wife picked up ber bey and sat down witb him mn uttor
despair. Sho couid net belli iurmuring the varda ef
David, IlHas Ged fergoîten te bo gracîcus, as Hîs
mercy cloa gene forever moret" IlMother," wbîa.
pered Jobnnie, "I here as te be a sermon te childron
an Sunday, you migbi lalce me te hear ai. 1 arn sure
vo viii find God bas not fergoîten us.

Now the Suaday, the first Sunday cf the New Vear,
bas cerne, and the people are hurrying to the churcb
wbere this sermon te chaîdre as tobo preached. One
lady vbo vas an ber way noticed a pour liie girl
creuching an a deerstep, balf starved vîîb the cold,
and loeking as if it vas long since she had enjeyed a
gend meai. The lady asked ber boy she came te be
thore an sucb a celd rnerning. The uitile girl an-
swered, IlMby motber's gene away and leit me, and I
have novhere tu go." IlWhaa," saîd the lady, "have
yen ne borne, and ne frionds ?"I The little girl said,
"Ne." l'Wel#,I said the lady,"I camte vaîh me, and I

viii take careoetyau." Se the lady teck the latie girl
vith ber te the churcb, put ber in ber cwn seat, and told
ber te listea and she weuld hear about the friand cf
littIe cbildren.

Waell, the people vere ail in -their places, and a-long
the ehîdrea there was WVillie, who thenght he ceuld
nover be gond, there vas Mlaggae's friend, wbo was
tu tell ber ail the sermea,. there vas litile Jobarde,
vitb bis serions face, and the poor litile girl wbo hadi
ne borne and ne friends.

Nev, ifter the children hid surit some hymns, and
thse minisser bad read and prayed, the sermon began,
and vo knov sorte, aitoast, who werà very eager te
bear. The miaister did net give out a text, but just
began speaking sveetly te, the childron, and tbis vas
vhathbcsaid:

"lDear cbildren, I knev yen are aIl thinking about
thse Nev Year, and vondering if it viii be differet
fromthec ad ene. 1 vant toellu yen that there is One
bore te-ay Who says te ns, 1 Bebold, 1 make ail
things nov.' If yen are the saine as yau were last
year, if yeu have the saine bad habits, the sme bad
temper, if yen use the samne bad vords, and tell liesmast as belore, thon this vil! be ne Nov Year te, yen."
(Wba-. a start WVilio gave vhen ho heard that, and hoe
said te biraseif, IlFathtr's been telling the minister
about me," and ho blusbed. right np te the eyes, but
.listened ail the more eagerly as the ministor vent on).
1 If yen are te have a Nev Year, yen must have a aew
heart As long as yen have that bad heart yen wiii
bc feeling vrong, anîd going vrcng. Se listen to-day
te Jeans, vbe says, ' A nov heart aIso viii 1 give you,
and a rigbt spirit vil 1 put withia yen, and vil taire
&"ay the stony heart o"t c-f your flesb and give an

heart of flesh."' (Willie put dova bis boad fer a
moment, ani said, IlO Jeas, do that fer nie, de
that for me.) quitihe mînîster vent on, Il Perbaps
white vo are bore to-day Uxore are some L.bildren
se sick ibey cannot leave their bods, and tbey knov
that if ibcy are ta have their old caugh, their aid
veakness, their aid pain, <heme viii be ne novr year
fer themn (hoe Maggîo's frtend prlcked up ber ears
and vondcred If the rninister knev about Maggie).
Nov, cbiidren, the docior cannai promise yen a year
'%Itheut sickraess, and the doctar cannot take avay
overy woakness. WVith God's bleasing ho may belp
yen te gel voil, but if any diseaso bas gel hoid cf you
ho la very poworless. Jesus ahane bas power te, make
ail things nev. Ho can give yeu health and strengîb
nev If that la bis vii!, but by and by Ho viii change
ibis body cf veakness and fashion it hike His eva
glaoos body, according tu the power vhereby He la
able tu subdue ail thingit te Himseif. The day is
caming vhea yen vihi bie done vith sicknes-vhen
tbere shahl bc ne more deatb, neithor scrrav, nor cry-
lng ; nelhber shahl there b. any more pain, for the
former tings bave passed away. If yen wiii trust
ycursehf te Jesus ho can raîso yen up fromt any sick-
noms, and mako ail thitigs nov. ("O0 Jesus," vbispered
Maggie's friend, ' m-ike ail tblngs riou te Mlaggie and
ras II Thon the min-*.,ter vont on again. ButI ibore
are porhaps smre childien bore vho have a very un-
happy berne, vbese fathers are drunkards and vho
féal uniess ibere la a gresut change cerntes over ibeir
fathers there can bo ne Nev Vear for them. Ne;
there viii be the saine struggle te gel bread, the saine
droada cf the fatber a footsîops, the sane rieting and
cruelty. ýOh, yen sbauld have seen littie jahnny's
face vben the minister said ibis; he bad been litat-
ing ail aiong, but nov he couid bardiy keep bis seat.
Ho gave bis mother a push with bis ehbuv, and turned
tu the raînastor a face tit vas eld vitb anxioty, and
st bore yoî the marks cf bis fathcrs cruel blov.,
IlThese fatbers," the rainister vont on, Il ant nov
hoarts-net temperance pledges. Tbey bave ail
signed phedges, but nover kepi thora. Those fathers
vant nev bodies, for îbey have ruicd their healîh by
iboîr drunkennoss;i but oh I tha sorrewing mothers
and the abused cbildrenvwant, nov bornes. Listen.
Jesus mays, 'Behold I nake aIl hings nev.' If aman
gels a nov heart and a nov body vo know he will soan
have a nov home for bis vite and cbildren, but if there
mhouid nover bo a nov borne bore, Cbrist's yard vii
net be braken, and te rnany a beart-brokea mnober
and neglected cbald ho ha maying ta-day, ' Lot not your
hoart be troubled-in rny Father's hanse are înany
rnany mansions.' (Little jahnny couid net wait a
moment, but putting bis head deva an the bock board,
lie wbispered, IlO, Jesus, do it for fatheî ; do it nov;-
give him a nov beart and a nov body, asnd motbor
and mÏe a new berne.") But ence more the niinister
vent cn :"lThore may be some litile cb:àd bore vbe la
atone ha theo vend, vbo bas neithor father, nor meiber,
not carthiy friend ; and if se, white that litile child
needs a new beari and a new body and a nov homoe,
she needs aIse a nov friond-a truc friend (the little
girl the lady brongbt ha witb ber quite irembied vbon
site beard this, and vcndered il the lady was the
friend she needed) ; but the rainister said Ilj esus is the
friond that sîîcketh dloser than a brother, and vbcn
Ho says,"I Behold I make aIl tbings nov," Ho means
tbat wo sbould put aur bands ha His and trust H.im
te make gond His word. O think cf having a friend
vba can make ail tbings nov. Here the !ittle girl
boy; ho had found out the secret cf a happy
prayed in a wbisper, IlO, Jesus, I bave ne friends-
wîih yen ho my friond ilow and evenmere?" And
nov the sermon is river, and the best cf i ahi
as <bat the pnazyers tIse cbildren offéred were heard
and answered. jesus nover rcfused te hear a child
that cried te, bîm yet. Whllie went horne a nov
lite, and bis father had nover any more trouble wiîb
bim. Mlagghe board aIl about the sermorn frein ber
friend and she cast herself upon Jesus for a nev hoart
and a nev body, and she is boîter now, but needs te
take great care. However she is net anxiaus about
ber bealîh as sbe used te ho because she knows that
by and by she viii have a body that cannot knov
pain or sickness and a happy eternity in God's pres-
ence, vhcre there is fulacas of jay.

Ah, you vint te know about little Johnny. %Voit, lie
sid bis mother vent homne greathy ccrafortcd, but
viii: vas their surprise te find the ltiber lying grean.
ing on bis bcd ha groat pain. He had met vit a ter-
rible accident that had quie sobered bina and vould

Iceep hlm ln bed for niany a day. johnny nursed bis
tailler ait thre time cf bis ilineils and told fim ail the
sermon when ho vrai able t0 hear il, and the peor man
wept like a child, and would flot be comrotted. se,
serry vas ho for his sin; but Johnny rcad to hlm
about the Savicur who la able te save t0 the very
uttermost, and )ohnny's falbcr gel a new heaut and a
nev body, and very soon they rnoved inte a nev
house, and a happier home is net te bo found ln ail tbe
city. The othcr little girl grew up under tho care of
cf that kisid lady and determined te give ber lif te
f'anding out the (riendiess and telling tbern et Jeas
and His love.

Nov, children, wili you corne te jesus, whe tan
make ail tblngs nov and give you a brlght Nev Year.
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MR. EDiTo,-The ediior of the l'Standard»~
blunders seriously, in company witb many othor
advocates cf immersion, when ho insists (issue Aprit
8) that sprinkllng or pouring is toe feeble te represent
a tborough change cf the seul, and that aniy the lrn-
mnersion of the whole body can do su. For let us
look again at circumclsion. The change frarn"lunclr-
curneision cf the beart and cars" Il<Acts vii. Si) te the
ilcrcumicision cf the beart"I (Rom. il. 28, 29), l"the
circumcislon made without bandas" (Col. il. i i) vas
just as thorough-just as complote and pervading-
j uit as overpowcring, as that effccted in the soul wben
we are baptized liec one body by co Spirit. 1 sup-
pose if the editor cf the IlStandard»I had been in
Abraham's place, and bad rccived the command tu
circurneise Isaac (Gen. xxi. 4)--knowing the spiritual
import of the rite as taught by prophets and lapostIes
in the passages already quoied, ho would have pro-
ceedcd in consequenco Io /Iay the child alive. He
would have gravcly and severely roplied tu any
objector, who should have hinted that cutting off a
Illitle flesb Ilvas ail that was required, that the word
decircumcise"I means toI "eut around," and the rite
syrnbolized the coirolefe f5rvading change cf the
zuhoke spiritual nature, and iberefore the cutting off cf
a little fiesh vas Iltoc feeble"I te represenit ibis cern-
plate change, the Il bole body» rlnust be cut ail
nround, and ail the skin atkn off 1l This would b.
just as legitimate reasoning as wbon lie toits us that
sprinkling and pcuring are "tee feeble" te, symbolise a
thorough change cf heart.

But God appointed the "cutling off" of a littie flesh
as a symbol or sign of the internat Ilcutting off Ilcf
the whole natural man-*' the putting off cf the body
cf the sins cf tho flesh by the circurncision cf Chri't"I
(Col, il. i i). A litile was sufficient because approved
by the Lord. Se after ahl bloody rites ceased with
the saci ifice cf Christ, the Lord appoints the Ilsprink-
ling cf clean vater"I as a sign or symbol cf the
thorough change cffecîed in man vben he is baptized
by the Holy Ghost (t Cor. xii. 13).

The editor of the" "StandardIl imagines that because
the change syrnbolized ini baptism is se great, therefere
"rnmuch I and net a "llittle"I vater should be used.
But if lie wiii examine bis Bible hae yul find that God
bas constructed ail symbols of His Church on a dif-
feont principle. The divine rule cf symbols may bc
thus stated: Wheneiucr a great spituat truth ùu
zymbolired 4>' a matédial ihing, anty a imtail quantity
o/t/ee,,,a/erial is used. in' o, der ftaili iruor,1
Pnay be heid vivid>' be/o,'e the inid and heart. We
bave already seen the application cf this principle
in the symbolic rite cf circnmcision. Look at the
saine principle observed in the Lord's Supper. In
that ordinance there is a great spiritual truth pro-
sentcd te us, vit.: Christ in ail the fullness and
freencss cf His atontement. Axnd yez this trutb,
incenceivably ireat, is exhibited by a littie bread and
sip cf wine. On the editor's principle cf a little being
"ltee feeble" tu express wbat is very great, vo should
laate much cf the bread and vine. This vas the
errer cf the Corinthians (1 Cor xi : 22 34). They
ate rnuch bread and drank ranch vine at the Supper.
But Paul corrccted theni, just as we have te correct
our brethren cf the "ranuch vaterl' persuasion to.day.
If wo aie and drank ranch in the supper our minds
would bc turned tri the eutward niatorial, signas milther
than te the great spiritual, trulli signified.

It is just so0 in the cîber sacrarnont-tbat cf battis=n
Thec preciuus truth s)mboLi*zed is tl:e cl-anged condi-
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