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TLhere is muore cricket j>laîycd to-day thaut lias evur beun phiayed

ëiauce thae -,aillue begant, anud te ntiiber of pol playerâ is ilieretit;iig
yearly. Etiglaand, Atîstralia anid Anicrien licol scaadiîg out fresgli
rccruits, anda stiol luîdin aîîd the Caipe uvili aittract nihe witli
represcaative eleveaus. Evcrything points tu i forward movernOnt,
aiad %,laeu te chamnpionas anad veteraais of to-day Iaîy ulowa bat and
bail, tîtuir licartai iili bc gladdetied l'y (lic uight of yotîiger plaîycrs
îvorthily th LImerowcess they tîmemusocives dislîttiyed ini days
gone by.

Coutity cricket, noiv the backbono of tie graîlae, will pursue the
eveai icuur of its îvuand will croate grreaitcr interest aiid excite-
tuent tau ever. 'l'le cry froan ilais r.nnd ibe ailier county, tchat
tliere ii a dcarh of local taletit, is nutbiaig ncw. Nuairly every
coutity liais uttcrcd it nit 803130 titne or caîher ; but in the hietory oýf
aIL of theti, tîîe flint glîuaupse of suislitie broke dîrough (lie clouds
jîist wvImca thoy saienid darkest. Suiraey i, ait thec top of thie troc
to-day, but it baud nmauy yrars of uphili wvurk te go tirouglu, andi
ihere Lï haardly ia flrsL.clauss couaity îvhicu lias sioî huai titi saine
expericuce. l11 '76 anad '77 Glotiucstershire %vas ait the àcaid of tii
iiast-class counties ; in '86 and '$7 it aas ait the borioaîi, but ht je
lxoav colaiaîg« lit) elaii, anad it avould bie raish to, propliesy iluait in '96
iL wvill laot aîgzaia be ait the top. It is tlac eaiaîc with tîme iuuinuîr
couities. Derbyshtire, Wairwickshmire, aînd Soirsetlt&Iire have "Il
hid Llieir ups aand downs, but t lis difficuiî to say vhuiclu will have
pride of place tarce or four ycars; hence. Thbu Cony Cricket
Council, lu mny opinion, is alaîost sure tu cone tu file augaîlo, and
despite ail the îuuud chat lias lx-en ilirown at it, will (Io useful îvork.
TJhlcrc -ire iirur peints to be scttlcd for tue good (if cotinty cricket,
which fthe Couticil alote eau clo îhorouglily aind t!atisfaiciorily.

Titue birtit anîd residentiail qualification dettaand couîsidieratiou,
but Ive can hardly fluud faicît ii chose count.ies, who, beitig ricluer
titan their nei.gîubours, ueep nl eharp) lookuiut for proinising taîlent,
andut spend thacir uauaney frccly to obtain it. Ntutiuiaitiïluire, York-
sbire anad Lancasire ]lave a larger field te draw irom in the muatter
af local talent chan ta d couinties of tue south, anal for the iluost part
are ira as good finaaîeiai positions tu cultivate iL. 1 rcadily grant
thait iL is noL pleasuug to finul out, wlîecau f ace, thait a future
Briggs, Sharlie or Lolimatn liais becui allowcd to Iea..c the county
of luis birth, and becoaauc a duorsi in its side in uîfîer ventrs. But kr
is ii nista1ke wvlich is ofien miade. A law mi.iht agnin bc paisscdl
giving catit coutity the riglat of flrst clin upon the services of
cvcry player hurn "n ilac county, the cdaim tu ho made ait the
begý,inuiaa- af ecid seison ; but tiais would scan a poor inceautive for
countues tu speaud thouglut andtinauney in dcveloping the talent cf
playcrs aa'lo utlîrwise iiulghat nover haive beconie firet-cla.)-

Aniotluer imuportant point tu, bc considercd is tlîe appeuiranco of
coflSisteflt slow scorers, whose chief desire is tu stand well in the
averages, and the cffcct Ibis inny have on the welfare of the gamte.
IL is net tao muci te sny chat if it extond uuuch furthcr ihie gainle
%vil] )ose saune of iLs inîercst for the 81pectntor. Plnying a defensive
g7ainle ta sauve a mnatch is a widely différent îluing to nlcly kccping
tip ono's wickct in the hope of be*ng net cut, and chus sluowing up
aveu in flic avoragos nt the enid of the seauson. In tho foriner caue
the -aine tiefits, in *the latter flue individunl only. Tite public
avilI not go 'o w:itch unen blocking auud playing wsiLli their legs ail]
daîy loaag, cauasing mnaitches tu ho drawn chat might have been woui

bya fitle more spiritcd play. The seener caunty committees,
rcaa]lizc this, and net on it, thc botter for chaoir own interestu ani
those of flac gaine: tlue old enfîuésiu fer n 8pirited and dasuii1
inninge is stil ais strong in dhe hecarts of spectautora as it ever was:
pcrhaips stronger, siaico it is miore 8eldorn, rouscd. There is jîlsi
the piossibility of bcing a very scientifle batsniau, and yet beinc
avanting in the spirit cf a truc sportsmani. [t is the atime with re.
gard te bowling : maiden over «fter inaiden over rnay keep dowr
the rais, but it is the plucky bowlor vho, docs flot auaind riskiný

something and bcing flic, Who is or' maaost ume to lii $idie, and ducs
inost for the game.

The future prospet tif the gaine in Australin, arc very briglit
That country hais alwayâ been 'bleasetl with oxcopt ioîîally gooil
IbolCrs3, and tlacre cnn bu ltle doubt that future teanis will tip-
holil the reputa.tîuaî of those %vldch haive precede.' th%!si. Lord
Shefficld's mican, ivhich in ail probability is going cptit ait the unit ol
the liresont scason, will bc the tvclfcli wilicli hias visitcd Aut5trilliaî,
and wils be quite îvortlîy of the old coauntry, and ive niy almusi
dcpend on Au5,,ralia senditig il teamni lierc in 18aJ2 or 1893, the equai
of any ltia chaît lias ever vse zd Eniglanad. After that. 1 think,
there ivill bc i rest for soine yJ.srs. Su far the tennis, whichi halve
couie aînd gronc, bave bocu maore or lois arrangcdl by individualzi
iii the futuîre thcy ivil be mainaged by tia diffurent cricket associa-
tions. aînd tlue intercsts of the gzîme will ho the chief c-'lisiderataoa.
T1ite history of English teains iii Atistralia bas shoivni las tu
wonderful progress the gaine hias mîade in chat country. But
iilthotigh Ouîr best cleven hui very rarcly pino Out there, the umatches
pI.iyed :%-,;îîndt oails hnve, becen greaulv iii cxcess of chose 1ihiyed

aîgailst cleyen a-eitle. 1 believe that this ivili soon bu reversîl,
aînd it is not improbable chiat in the necar future Austradia' in:îy wviaa
tîvo ocut of te thrce representative inatches gcîxcrally playcd.

lEvery!hin- pitts tu the professioîîais kecping the uppcr-hand
of the aiantctirà noîv. Occaisionally, ais iii the paast, aun1 aimateur
will ehline out for a ycaîr or two anti turai the tables iii the Geatie-
mon V. I2 lyerii COntet; but it iS prOtty Satf' to jarcdiet tliait tule
Players will have the botter nil-rounid teain, aînd win niost of those
ma!clies in the future.

'fli laws of the game arc about as perfect at possible. 'Vie 1.
b.w. question *wilI always' bc a vexed one, arnd no atteraîtion whichi
can be made with regard tu kt îili stop the grunibliaug, of te baatti-
man or bawlce. The law eanpowcriug the caîptain or a sie Lu de-
claire lus iaîaiiaugs at an end w<urkq weil iil ai tclî lasiaîgi thrce (laye,
but iii one ulaiy' matches it las daone more hartin than good. Tou
of:eaui, two or threc batsmenn get alit the runs, and, flot tifrequici-
tiy, the sainîe jlayers have to, do mnost of tlae bowlingr. 'Vie resuit
may bu victory ; but iL is vcry barrean lonauar for the. ra.sî of thue
eleven. A rcjietii>n i8I 8ifflicnt to, dcstroy tiacir love of' thue gaine,
aund discourage thora for gooal.

iwenty-five yeari ago i eaîrolulty îureîuîred grouind wa.3 the ex-
ception, aud flot thie rute; but nom, iii evcry first-class county,
there are two or tdurce gool ,rauutlz§. [n'the future, thuese grouti (fi
will bo improved, ns far as possible, anad tiacir numaber wilt conîtinue±
te inecase. In fact, good -roundls arc aiot springiîag uap aIl ci'er
the country.

It hae been sugg;cstcd tu ...e chaît golf is likely tu prove a for-
auidable rival to cricket, and, certainly, to the loyers of our nationîal
ginec, the hold golf huis taken in Hnglîu, i h ati'
years must bc of more thumu ordiniry interst. W hile it vas
plaiycd priaicipally in Scotlanil, andl wua confined, mouare or less, tu
plaiyers of advanced venrs, crioketers only gave il a passing thought;
but iiow chat it his crosseil the border and tauken a firui footing in
tchoir inidst, they canna hclp considering, tue effect it is likely to,
huave on cricket. It ivill flot do tu say that golf liolds out no attrac-
tions to cricketers, for it luas cone under nîy own notice chat a few
fir8t-.claies cricketers have auddeuly given up tlae gane which thcy
had followed with enthusiasm froun boyhood, and identificd theru-
2ielvos witlî this new and powerfül clalanant for their affections, just

ias closcly as thev ever did with crickez.
a Whercin lies the charm of golf I know flot. Su faur, 1 have

1 only looked on at the game. I am mncre conccrncd with its possible
influence on îny own paîrtaculair branch of sport, and here 1 do not
think thcre ia much occalsion. for anxiety. Everyono will rcmeunber
tho doleful predictions which vwere uttered saine ton ycars ago wilacn
lnwn tennis bocame se popular. Well, the nuinber of lawn tennis
playera has increascul yearly withouit lcssening the nuinber of

a cricketcrs. The Arnoalcan basebAîli in .asion was aaiugher scare
whicb lastcd for a short time, but it has had ne effcct en cricket.


