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ut fioet refused to receive the oath afier our Pres.
bytenusu mode, and thut ho sfterwards, on buang
rensoned with on the mutter, withdrew his objec.
tions, and sllowed our friend to swear in the way
he wished. “Ihe remark of the oflicial, after hear-
ing the cath, wus very remarkuble. It was to this
effect—** It ix an uwiul oath, und I would be very
sorry to tuke it”  Yes, the tuking un outh, like
any other et of worhip in which a dircet address
is made unto God, is a very awiul thigy, und nene
should ke it enher causelessly or irreverently.

Dr.-Paley, un Episcopalian, and a very diffe-
rent writer from Mr. Fisher, whom we huve al-
ready quoted, muakes the following candid adins-
sions in regard to the Bnzlish form of the onth—

«‘Fhe forms of oaths i Christian conntries are
alun very different 3 but in none, I believe, worse
contnved, uther to convey the meanuny, or unpress
the obligation of an oath, than m our own. . .
I'he kiss svems rather n act of reverence to the
rontents of the book, (usin the Popish sitnal, the
priest Kisses the Gospel before he reads it) than
any pist of the oath. —Mural Philosophy, Book
HI., part 1, chap. xvi. ’

We wil only further add, that all the members
of our. churches should, 1 every case in winch
they are culied to take an oath, require that it be
administered as our reforming fathers had it ad-
ministered, nnd so shun the appearance of practis-
ing or cucourazng supesstition and will-worship :

1 shall at ence” (=il his Lordship) state my
objections to the meusures they are not to its de-
tails, Lut to its principles. My ground for opposing
the Bill is, because 1t sanctions, for the fint time,
and so'ely through ixnorance of the law on the
part of those who frauned o, the principle that the
faw of cvidenco varies an diffcrent parts of the
kingdom. ‘Thoe fuct is, that, in England and
Scotiand, the law proposcd to Le enacted for Ires
1and, by the present sneasure, oX.sts at this muoment.
Aud here nust chsorve, thit the language of the
“Bill s, m a measure. msultnge to the Piesbytenans.
It terios then; ¢the pesple called Preshy terians.’
T it just as well have saud, ¢ the people caited
Engiistmen’ for the Presbivterians are just ‘as
“1ouch estab'ished in Ireland, s are thase professinge
the doctnnes of the Chureh of BEagluad. ‘Fhe
Quakers ure not established, and tierefore they
are tenned the people called Quakiers; but the
Preshytenuns are upwards of 2.500,000 m number.
They are estabiished hy lawoand include some of
the most ezuncit men in the kazdom.  “Lhe Bill
propascs 1o give to the Trish Presbytenians, suppos-
ine them ismorantly and absurdly, asdifierent from
the English and Scoteli' Pecshytenaus, the nght of
heng sworn, not by kiss.nz the book, but by hold.
inz up their right hand. “Ilis it does with asnuch
scrionsness ag if it were not the Iaw of evidence at
tlus day—as 10 1t had not been acted upon for a
century—asif & Presbytenan had not been swamn
in the Court. of Quecns Bench within the Jast
twelve momths in that way—as if a man had not
been convicted, cap.tally, at Neweate, o the evie
dence of a I'reabytenan swom i that way—as i
in the year 1745, the question had not been faiscd
at Catlig'e, on the trial of the Scatch rebels, by a
Preshytesinn refusing to tuke the oath in the uc-
cuatonred way, and who, heinzx allowed to take at
by holding up the nuht hand, the yudzes, on beng
appenled to, decided that he had a right to do so.
But what is the diflicalty it is al'czed to be ncees-
sary to remove? ‘In the year 1781, the Insh
Partiament chose to bring in 1 Bill giving to scce-
ders the tight of being sworn like the Presuytenans
of Enzland and Scotiand, namely, by holding up
their hands.  This Act is no rclief to them (for
they poscsscd the nght before) 3 and instead of
being an extension of their privileges, it actualiy
abridges them, for it excludes them from heing
witnesees in criminal cases unless swom in the
ordinary way; #0 that if a person commit tiuxder
or robbery in .the presence of & Scceder, the Iatter
i not competent to- become evidence of the fact,
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unless at the sacnifice of hus conrcientious seruples.
I have atluded to the maneer m which this Bill 1
frumed, m order to show how they execate the
busness of legwlation in another place.  There
never was such gnorancoe ealubited a8 i the
g of the Act in question ; ot nstomshed Fap.
lish luwsers at the time, and it wonld no doubt
astomsh thein more to see the Bnghsh Parlusnent
following m the wuke of thore in Ircland, and by
giving ther assent to the present measure, ealnbit-
ing equal ignorance of the lw.

“When men profiss to be law-gmivers, it is not
100 wuch to expret that they shontd know o histle
of the luw with which they propose to meddle,
‘Uins evidently ‘has not been the case with the
framens of the present Bitl, who could nesther huve
read its preamble nor that of the Act of 1781, 1t
stutes that it is-expedient to extend to Scceders
further relicfs, but gives them that which is no
rehef at alll  If ever there was o nieasure sent up
to thiz House which exhilited hopeless blundering,
total incupacity, complete ignormce—it is the pre-
sent preposterons snd ridiculons picce of legislation §
and 1 therefore bope that your Lordships will unite
with me in rejecting it”

——— et e e e

ON TIIE EVANGELIZATION OF IRE.
LAND.

Among the few papers handed over to ushy the
former editor, is one from a ludy in Toronto, entj-
tled, “ Extracts froms Letters about Ireland, from
1st Muarch to st Muy, from friends in Edin-
burgh

‘I'hese extracts describo various features. of the
fanume aud pestilence as they at the tame prevailed
in Irclund, and the efforts which friends of our est
teenmird correspondent were miking to rcliEﬁ‘i;,llﬁ'x':'
sufferers, in the way of sending them contributions
through Protestant munsters and nissionanes in
Iteland.  As the distress, lenppil_v, no longer pre-
~¥iils now in anything like the extent to which it
did prevail when these extracts were made for the
Record, mnch of their interest is lost, and so-we
have thought oursclves justified in withholding
them from the public. We tast, however, our
kind corzespondent will soon send usanother paper
of “cxtracts,” or of orizinal matter, and we pro-
mise that it shall not reccive the xame imprison.
ment which the paper referred 1o has received du-
ring the temporary suspension of the Record.

The condition of Ircland is, at the present mo-
ment, deeply interesting.  Her great agitator has
been cut off, and two of God's sore judgments—
famine. and pestilence—have been visited upon
her. ‘Theraging fever of political excitement is for
the time subducd, and she lics weak and prostrate
under the severe reginien to which God has scen
fit to Fubject her.

1t docs not, hiewever, follow that she 18 to arise
from her present prastration in a state of sound,
social, and moral health. When the physical
frane 18 labouring under 2 constitutional malady,
the hlcxfc recovery from some externalinjury which
it had received docs not iinply a restoration of
health.  And so the removal of dearth and pesti-
lence from poor Ircland may Jeave her «till wretch-
cd as before. The awful judgments of God shall
have been in vain, in respect to her people, if they
be left, as they have long been, the slaves of iguo-
Tance and superstition. Demagogues snd pricsts
will, as hevetofose, delude and opprem them, and

social disorder and mivery peevail throughout the
land. I o

A medicament must be apphed to the very hean
of the s of the Irish people, and that medica.
ment alone is the gospel of salvation. It can do
for all the provinces of Ircland what it hasdone—
to the extent to which it has been applicd—to Ul
ster—muke  the peaplo intelligent, industrious,
peaceful, and happy.

Now, G can raise np reformers even amongst
the Ramanists of Irclund, and let us pray that ho
would do so; but it is obviously the binding duty
of the Protestant churches in Irclund, und Eng.
land and Scottand to send the light of the gospe!
to the benighted Papists 3 and to do so now all the
more catnestly that God's judgments have fatlen
#0 heavily on them.  Aud we rejoice to think that
Protestants of all denomiinations ure stirring them.
a:lves up to this great, und, ulas! long neglectec
duty.

‘There are indications that the popular mind has
been uwed and subdued by the recent judgments
of God, and that somcthing like gratitude has beer
produced towards the people of Britain—heretic:
though they be dcemed—for the abundance anc
seasunableness of their liberality 3 and Trotestant:
are wisely tuking ndvantage of this state of fec!
ing in Irish Romunists, by addressing to them “the
word of God—the message of salvation.

‘The Irish Preshyterian church has been stimu.
lated to incrensed zeal and activity in their mis-
‘sions to the south of-Irclaud. "The Free Church
of Scotlund has been contributing lurgely to thess

issions, and apj to be contemplating to have
missions of her own, butin co-operation with those
of the Insh Church. Indecd, she has recently
sent some of her most devoted ministers to pro.
claim the word of life to the poor benighted and
judgment.stiicken Romavists of Ireland; and we
trust thut she wil yet devote stull more of her
cnergies und resources to his most intcresting
field. i

A popish pepulation from Ircland is rapidly
spreading itsclf over the western const of Scot-
'and, and is accumnulating in her central towns and
cities ; and this consideration itself may well pros
voke increased zeal for the evangelzation of lre-
land. “And then able Gaclic acholars can easily
master the peculiariiies of the Irish dialect, and
make themselves intelligible in it.  Hence, a peca-
liar -reason._ for carrying forward the College at
Oban, on the coast of Argyleshite, which has been
projected by the Free Chinrch. Prc:aclie_n; could
be sent forth from a school there, as from Iona of
old, the seat of thoee primitive christians, the Cul.
dees ; and the Irish Church might cstabljsh a si-
milar institution in the wilds of Keiry. Then,
when tire Insh heard in their own langmage, from
men of their own stock, the message of sulvation,
in all its fulucss and simplicity, might we not hope
that they would be brought to welcomeit,and through
the power of the blessed spirit of God, be delivered
from the spiritual darkness and death with which
they are now covered. We have, unconsciously,
Tun into these remarks, when we meant merely w0
introduce to our readers a'letter from an excellent
Edinburgh minister of.the Free Church, who has
_been itinerating in Ireland. It is addressed to the
editor of the Edinturgh Witnese, aud is found in

that paper of dute 11th September last.  Anothey
letter, equilly intereiting, ffom tho same pea,
i found in the paper: of the 4th.  Mr. Branniges,



