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siclged, would look into this matter
ang oubt further light on the subject
w()ul(siomethmg interesting to all of us
. be the result. Bees in the fall of
andyeaf are not so valuable as in spring,
Mag we think experiments might be
Xpee without costing too much to the
will trlllmenters. Perhaps some of you
friEnd ink that this will assist in proving
facts Clarke’s hybernation theory, but
Maty are siubborn things and it does not
ism—er to us whose theory 1t proves or
Oves. If we can secure a condition

i °f which bees will exist for a iong
inge without tood it is worth while try-
'Call.ed e do not care whether it 1s
“Othe hybernation, starvation or any
SYSt(: Dame. If we can improve on any
&m it is our duty to do so. Live
theiy éepers should never siumber 1in
Proy usiness but make an effort to im-
the; . Every condition to the best of

I ability,

Exa
“INE YOUR COLONIES CAREFULLY.

the lz"e you examined your bees within
taine;t week, weighed them and ascer-
Pleng beyond any donbt that they have
ng, Y of stores for winter ?  1f you have
'befO;nEmY_ will die of starvation long
chtae' Spring. At one of our bee yar_ds
ror [Bing a few less than 200 colonies
Cepy Which we had taken no honey ex-
cease‘zl little early clover, when the flow
them ¢ there was enough in many of
“-cideg Wwinter two colonies and we then
Coy] that they had sufficient and

ore Spare enough for fifty colonies
Othe, S0 we extracted in some of our

ise yards more closely than we other-
of 5, vould, expecting to take from many
othErsese hives sufficient to winter the

-Son byt judge of our surprise on

dghOVer them carefully last week to
the |y at they had, since the cessation ot
Someoney flow, consumed so much that
After of them actually required feeding.
we o ¢qualizing the stores they had
befgrnd they will need from 5 to 15 lbs.
Of coe they” will be ready for wintering.
Supolrse their having such a plentiful
auSey on hand after the flow ceased
thog, . them to breed more rapidly than
“Stor s[ 1at were extracted and had less
Mbee S0 that now they are very strong
for S s0me of them,we fear too strong,
o’ find that colonies having too
ees going into winter quarters
_®hce breeding in winter and

frequently consume their stores and
starve to death before spring. We pre-
fer medium colonies when wintered in
special repository, but for out-door
wintering we think there is less danger
of loss with those unusually strong.
Not having sealed honey to give those
colonies as we expected, we placed on
about 100 Canadian feeders; about ff-
teen lbs. of granulated sugar syrup was
put in each feeder. This was done late
in the evening und by morning the bees
had taken it all down except a little in
the bottom. They were filled again and
in about twelve hours the bees had
takerrit all down. Good strong colonies
in warm weather with plenty of room
below to store it will carry down from
thess feeders about 30 lbs. in one day.
We are sending out such large numbers
of feeders that we think not a few have
decided to try them in preparing their
bees for winter yet we feel certain that
unless there is great care taken many
colonies will die. The consumption of
stores in the last two months will aston-
ish many of even our best bee-keepers
when they examine their hives. We
hope this warning will not be unheeded
by any. Have no guess work about it,
take your scales, set the hive on them,
take the gross weight and then deduct
the weight of your hive. We usually
weigh several and take the average
weight of the hive, frames with bees,
comb and stores. After deducting the
weight of the hive deduct say five ibs.
for bees, comb, pollen etc., then have no
less than 20 lbs. in small colonies and
30 Ibs. in large ones. \We would rather
have five 1bs. more than one lb. less per
colony. Plenty of stores stimulates
bees and it is a great mistake to simply
give them barely what will carry them
through the winter. It might b= wise
to adoptithe suggestion of one of our
men who said: “ You ought to put in
every JournaL till bees arg set in winter
quarters, have you fed? have you
weighed your bees? have you
examined them, or are you going to
guess at it, and suppose they are all
right?” Thisisa very important matter
and you should not forget to feed the
bees any more than you should your
horses. Now sometimes we find the wea-
ther cold when we feed and the bees clus-
tered quietlyonthe combs. Ifthefoodis
poured into the feeder cold they are not
, ,



