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Our Christian Obliga-
tion to the Negro

a—

By Rev. A. M. Pierce, D.D.
or, Wesleyan Christian Advocare
Atlanta, Ga.
It has now been sixty
e the Negro was given his free-
These have been years of phen
progress by him in various |
It has been said freely |
that no other race has made such
progress in such short time. This
fact pays worthy tribute to his abil-
jty and energy. It also speaks In
incing phrase of the kindly 1In-

Edit

years

ginc
dom.
omenal
dirctions.

conv
terest, the fairness, even the mag-
panimity of his white neighbour.

Nit yet, however have we reached
perfection. Inevitably has our at-
titude been colored by the former
relations in which we stood to each
other. This is still true. But the
time has come when we must loik
upon the Negro as a fellowman, and
{reat him with a finer justice than
hitherto. Indeed, we must continue
to go beyond justice and treat him
with a yet larger generosity.

In dealing with this question we
must not idealize the situation. It
may be true, as some contend, that
the white race has no innate super-
jority to the black race. It may be
true that under equal conditions ana
the proper lapse of time the Negro
race might prove itself the equal ot
the white race. But this much is
unquestionable fact—as the two rac-
es exist side by side to-day they are
not equal. The white race has a
decidled advantage. This evident
fact must color our practical decis-
jons, whatever ideal principles might
dictate. Furthermore it must be
borne in mind that some statements
must be general. In so brief com-
pass we cannot delay to note possib-
le exceptions. The reader must sup-
ply these without imputing to us un-
due rashness.

Never for a long time has educa-
tion been so emphasized. We Dbe-
lieve that its privileges are essen-
tial if a man is to come to his full
stature. Here the South has done a
fine part by the Negro. But a high-
er goal is summoning us. He must
have an equal share with ourselves.
His buildings must be as good as
ours, his teachers as well qualified,
his - opportunities as extended, run-
ning even to the university. Cir-
cumstances may not permit the at-
tainment of this goal in the immed-
late present, but it must be the end
toward which we inflexibly strive
and which we shall establish at the
earliest date that is reasonably prac-
ticable.

The railroad issue is still very
much alive. So long as the Negro
bays as much for service as the

White man there must be no dicer-
ence in the accommodations that he
receives. The car in which he rid-
€S must be as good in every respect
as that in which his white brother
rides,

Rigid fairness in business is axi-
f)matir'. A full wage for full work
I8 imperatively demanded. @ Where
White and colored people labor to-
getll('l' at the same task, work equal
In quantity and quality calls for the
Same  remuneration. Advantlage
must no longer be taken of his ignor
ance or helplessness. This principle
Must apply to domestic employment
alike with every other kind of oc-

cupation. In many instances a high-
er wage scale must be inauguratea.
As a rule the ‘Negro is being doom-
ed by slender pay to levels of lire
that defeat the finest unfolding of
his being. He must live under con-
ditions that twist his nature toward

deformity. There must be relief.
Justice demands it. If not justice,
then generosity. There is else no

hope for his elevation.

The full rights of citizenship are
his. He must be allowed to exer-
cise the franchise on the identical

terms that determine the vote of the
white man. Gven-handed justice
must handle the scales when he ap-
pears in court, either as defendant
or prosecutor. In matters of paving
sanitary arrangements, police protec
tion, charitable institutions, that are
provided by the government, care
must be taken to deal fairly. Every
ocice must be his prize if he has suf-
ficient prowess to possess himself of
its prerogative.

Courtesy is demanded. Sometim-
es aNegro is gratuitously offended
simply because he is a Negro. He 1Is
entitled to kindlier consideration. He
is human. Cut him and he will bleed
Trample upon his sensibilities and
they will quiver with pain as truly—
though often not as keenly—as his
Anglo-Saxon brother. He must be
addressed in terms of respect.

To follow this line of thought 1s
bound to bring us at last to social
reatinships. The writer does not
beieve that it would be wise to break
down social barriers between the
races in the South. The effort to do
so would widen a breach that 1Is
gradually closing. If left alone this
question will eventually adjust itself.
If the attention of the white race is
centered upon an absolutely fair
deal toward the colorel race in bus-
iness, professional life, industry, do-
mestic relations, education, courtesy
religion, civic affairs; if the two rac-
es meet each other on terms of mut-
ual self-respect in all other relations,
the question of social reations will
take care of itself. As the Negro
achieves worth, he will be treated
with increasing consideration.

There is no occasion, therefore, for
agitation that leads toward social in-
termingling and its concomitant of
intermarriage. These questions are
not at issue and there is no need to
spend time in their discussion. On
the other hand there is great need
that the principles of Jesus be ap-
plied to our relations to the Negro.
As these principles become pregnant
in our spirits all needed transform-

ation will be wrought.

Little Rock, Ark., March—An an-

nouncement has been received here
from the Russell Sage Foundation,
New York, of the selection of Miss
Mattie Nance, Philander Smith col-
lege senior, as the colored member
off the group of twelve college wo-
men who will make a tour of Eur-
ope under the auspices of the Nation
al Students Council of the Y.W.C.A.
The group will sail June 20th ana
return Sept. 4th.

The women will visit the principal
centers of Europe to make a survey
of social and economic conditions.

Miss Nance must raise $500
March 20th while the Y.W.C.A. body
gives $500 to complete the amount
necessary to meet the expenses of the

by

trip.

ROSS’ LIMITED

Established 1885

MANUFACTURE AND SELL LADIES’ FUR COATS
AND FUR NECK SCARFS.
AT FPACTORY: PRICES.

Also Specialize in

LADIES’ CLOTH COATS, SILK AND CLOTH DRESSES
AND WOOLEN KNITTED WEAR.

IN WOMEN'S SUMMER DRESSES
(All the Latest Styles)

BARGAINS

ROSS’ LIMITED

196 Dundas Street. Phone Metcalf 1319
LLondon, Ontario

Cleanliness and Sanitation

THE PARISIAN

Should be Your

LAUNDRY

Launderers, Dry Cleaners, Dyers

2 and Rug Cleaners
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SILVERWOODS

SAFE MILK

Cream and Buttermilk
JERSEY MILK

(FROM GOVERNMENT ACCREDITED HERDS)
ALL OF THE SAME GUARANTEED HIGH CUALITY
SERVICE IN EVERY STREET

OF THE CITY.

Plione Metcalf 6100

EARLY
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Our desire is to give our customers betier scrv.ce, bettzar meats
at Better Prices.

A Few of our Spotlight
Leaders

Rib Roasts, not rolled ......... 20c Sweet Pickled Shoulders While
Boneless Rolled Rib ............ 28c. They Last O | 8 T
Lean Beef Cuttings, Ib. ... 22c. Sweet Pickled Beef Tongue Ib. 30c.
Sliced Beef Liver, lb. ............ 20c. Fresh Pork Spareribs, |h. . 230
Fresh Made Block Creamery Peas, Corn, Pork and Beans, Can-
T T | - P O e A S B 40c ned Pumpkin, 2 for .......... 25c¢.
AT OUR CASH AND CARRY COUNTER
Sirloin Steak, Ib. ........cc.ieeennniicee 25c. Fresh Beef Hearts Ilb. ............. 15¢
Shoulder Pork Chops ................ 28c. Breasts Yearling Lamb Ib. ... 15c.
Country Sausage, 2 Ibs. ........ e 2D, Shoulders Yearling Lamb Ib. .... 20c
Sausage Meat, 2!/ Ibs for ....... 25¢. Legs Yearling Lamb, lb. ....... 28c.
Veal Cuttings, Ib. .......ccoocceeies 23c. Stew Veal, b . e 12V00

Cliff Robinson

MAIN STORE, PHONE MET. 7110—7111—7112
EAST END, 613 DUNDAS ST,, PHONE FAIR. 970
NORTH END, 729 RICHMOND STREET, PHONE MET. 4616




