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meetings
early in the New Year, Wher
ever he and his
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THE LUXURY TAX.

~ The announcement from Ottawa that
the Government has decided to discon-
Home, except in a few apecified in-
Btamces, the imposition of the tax on—

oalled—luxuries, will be welkome
Bews {0 most people, to the “long suf-
lering” merchants doubly welcome. To
the latter class the tax has undoubtedly
been u considerable nuisance, for the
simple reason that one-half the time
sbop assistants have not known where
they were at in regard to it. The
chassification of many commodities,
particularly in the case of dry goods,
Was very subtle to say the least, and
just what duty should be charged was
trequently difficult to ascertain. How-
ever, all trouble in this respect will
WOw cease, and the tax will depart un-
wept, unhonored and unsung.

But from the standpoint of commod!
ties, it does not follow thai the buy-
ing public is altogether out of the
wood. The Government needs the
money that the tax has brought in;

tion whose vast industrial system
sonietimes outruns the capacity of its
markets. At such times recourse is
had to damping, and there is no place
§) convenient for dumping as this Do-
| minion with its three thousand miles
| of trontage on United States border
line,

As the Mall and BEmpire points out,
wkenever the slaughterprice fit' comes
on in the United States this country
has to bear the brunt of it. We ought
to have a tatriff devised to meet this
danger to our industries. We have
anti<dumping duties, but against such
a tide as the selling agencies of the
UrHed States turn on this market
when their other markets are clogged
no ordinary tariff will avail, unless
our own people show that they think
more of their country than they do
of bargains that are flung on the mar
ket for the rabief of another country,
When Germany gets her afterthe-
war stride, the inpouring of goods
from that quarter will swell the im-

8p¢ though the tax in its late form| o gido of our account and increase

ccuntries. It lives mext door to a na- | 0¥

{better understanding of the Irisn
| problem or in aMing its solution. We
have enough purely Canmadian trou-
bles of our own without throwing the
Irish  discussion into our communi
ties as a further source of dlscord.
The question has to be settied in the
British lsles, and the more outsiders
mix up in it the worse the situation
must become. In Bastern Canada ef
forts have been made to stop Mr.
i(’mwford‘i meetings, but the unwis
{dom of this is generally recognizd.
| Real friends of Ireland will, however,
| ¢o nothing towards encouraging the
extension of his campaign in this d1
rection.

A BIT OF VERSE |

THE UNBROKEN LINE.
We who have trod the borderlands
of death,
Where courage high walks hand M
hand with fear,
Shall we not hearken what the Spirit
saith,
“All  ye were brothers there, be
brothers here ™

I could on 6.
G, Nl try it with you, pop,

Hee hee, sed ma,
Laft on, sed pop.

Wat of it?

take a wawk like Rdison? I sed,

to sleep agen, and 1 went baock
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making 18 for him,
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he's that wonderfill with

Thats a womans argewment, sed pop, I beeve Il
selt, I dont say ! could get along on ¢ 5

sed, Well I wasent counting on beginning
never too erly to atart & good thing, sippose you start
hours sleep and 1Nl start with 6 and we'll take a wawk
and erly before brokfist tomorrew. You go to bed at § and
pritty tived, Il be in bed by 10,

Wich she did, and T went to bed at ® o'cloock and wen I
woak up I herd the setting room oclock striking 4, degin jest
7 hours and I quick jumped out of bed and went down stairs
in my pldjammers to see it pop was awake yet. Wich he was:
ent, and I sed, Hay pop hay pop,
1 sed it pop cpened one eye saying, Heh?

Its 4 o'clock, 1 sed, And pop opened his other eye, saying,
Who sed it wasent? *

7 hours for me and 6 for you aint you going to get up and

Go back to bed, its dark as piteh, sed pop, and ma opened
ome eye and sed, Heo hee, and pop shut both eyss and went back

9 o'clock, making 12 hours for me, and pop dident got up &ill 11,

13
Fre

sagingly
T sefEfises

lets begin tonite, I sed,

gg:i
-3 4

-
ESs

Wich about the 10th-time

to bed and dident get up till
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form. It may be that the G"""‘"’m'“‘i important that Canada’s tarift should |
will adopt the plan suggosted by the |y, efcient for the protection of Can-
merchants, and make the manufacturer adian workers. We have enough to
or the wholesaler pay it, leaving them | do as it is to prevent the smashing of
10 add the amoant they have thus been |our industries and the smashing of
talied upon to pay, on to ¢he cost 0| un gollar withont descending any far-
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While round us brave hearts perished

for the right .

By chaliced shell-holes stained with
life's rich wine,
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MCAVITY’S

the retail merchants, who in turn will!
caiculate their percentage of profit on
the cost of the goods, plus the tax.
In any event, the purchasing public
pay rest assured that however it is
ione, they are the class who will hawl
Lo pay. |
Probadly the only poopie who will
not regard the remission with complac-
dney will be those who have just |
purchased expensive furs or jowe
or what not, upon which they
10 pay an additional heavy
tax duty...The thought that had they
waited a week or two longer they could

heve aveided payment, will be un).k

thing but consoling. They will at any | . |
g : i .| through the League of Natlons, are|

rate have the satisfactory feeling that
they helped to swell the revenune, which
badly needed the funde.

A REDUCTION IN RAILWAY RATES.

In a few days, one-half of the twenty
per cent. increase which took place in
pessenger railway fares three months
ago. will be taken off; the remaining
ten per cent. continwing until the end
o! March. Unfortunately the rame
ratwo of reduction does not apply to
freight rates, which will be lessened Lo
the extent of five per cent. only. The
additional freight rates are pres:zing
heavily upon busimess, and regret will
be feit that no greater reduction than
five per cent. iz to be expected. The
mallway executives will not welcome
the change, but the thing for them to
do és to find some method of reducing
their operating costs.

The statistics as to increased operat-
Ing ratios are enormous, in fact a con-
temporary describes them as “appal-
g™ The operatin tio of the Na
tional Nailw in the first six months
o’ 1920 was aboui 118 per cent

{s accourted for mainly Ly an a ge |

radlway vage of $2000 a4 year, compar-
ed with $706 pro-war days. There
f3 @ Imit to tonosage expa yn under
exorbitant rates, The railway man-
agements had no other recourse, in war
time circumstances, than to make the
best of a bad condition, and seck to
pass on {ncreased expenses. But if
the high rates impede business, and

hamper development, then what is :n!

be done? The National Railways wi
have another deficit, for which
PDominion Treasury will have to pay,
bue must it be taken for granied that
espenses cannot be reduced, becaver
the people as a whole have to pay
whatever defict there 18?7 Are wage
pebedules to be immutable, except in
88 wpward direction? Canada hus a
witally important national quesifon in
t8is, which farsighted executives
_ kmow cannot be postponed indefinitely

SWEATING THE CANADIAN

\mm tens of millions of bushels
of Camadian wheat have been ship

ped into the United States within

0 g0 sgalnst Canada. The,

+ | that countrty.

‘lher towards free trade.
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CONGRESS VS. PARLIAMENT. |

The anomaly under which a defeat
od political party in the United Stutes
i3 permitted to remain in power for
fcur months after am election, 18 be
ginning to chafe even the citizens of;
What is bringing the
y matter to a head s the effort of Sec-

] retary of the Navy Danfals, backed by

| the Wilson Cabinet and a Democratic
| Congress, to foist an emormous maval
appropriation upon the republic at al
tine when the countries of the world,

[mm{nx for disarmament. Why, the |
question ie asked, should a defeated |
administration composed of Cabinet |
ministers who are not even elected, |
who have no seat in Congress and who
are rezponsible to mo one but Presi
dent Wilson, force opon the mnation
!such a vital and farreaching pro
ramane?

The New York Natdon is stronply ad
vecating that thé present Congression
2]l plan be abolished anl be replacod
|by a ParMamentary system fashioned
{after the British model. This
[ despite the fact that The Natlon ‘s
almost antd-British in its tons at the
pregent time. The New York World bas
also come out sguarely for the Partia-
mentary syeiem as againg: the Con-
gresslonal. It says “every iatelligent
American citizen knows tnat the ma-
ch.nery of the Govermment i3 break-
ing down. He knows that p1dlie con-
fidence in the Government is at the

ot cbb.” The World concludes as

“The cold, inexorable fact is that

,Q!H;. ‘ungresaional system is no long

+ to the paolitical necess.tios

of a nation of 105,000,000 peovle. 't he

of (Government is largely tha

2 of that system, and unti’ the

| lag ive machinery 18 molurnized

the affairs of Government are bound

lta go from bad to worse, no matter

what party ie in power or what its pol
icies or promises may be.”

Warren (3. Harding was elected pres-
ident by an overwhelming majority; a
Hepublican Congress was returned o
power to support bim Yet four
months must elapse before he ean
take his place in the White Huse and
the new party take control of the reins
o* government. Meanwhile a defear
ed party and a Congress evidently out
of touch with public sentiment s leg
f«lating for the republi.

—— & e i o
MR. LINDSAY CRAWFORD'S VIEW.,

The current issue of Mr., Lindsay
Crawford’s journal, The Statesman,
has this to say:

“Thers are aspects of the enforce
ment of prohibition, in Ontario and
eisewhere, tha! must appeal to any
sane perzon who is not swayed by big-
otry or passion. The drinking habits
of the people are, fu some significant
respects worse than formerly. More
whiskey is being consumed by young
people and more spirits, of & type that
destroy the individual, morally and

Let us not lose the exalted 'love
which came
From comradeship with danger and

calers, of aon, Mates & Co., Lim!
onvnt.a‘t. 8 p'f'o % freo if you mehtlon
or tage.

and enclose 20, stamp to puy pos!

the joy
Of strong souls kindled into living
flame
By one supreme desire, one high
employ.

Let us draw closer in these narrower

years, |

Before us still the eternal visions
spread;

We who outmastered death and all
its fears

cameare the castof

MAZ(

with the cos
e ete.

Are one great army still, lving and

dead.
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Quebec, Christmas, 1920,
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| THE LAUGH LINE
& i
Real Chrigtmas Spirt,
Cullivetion of the proper
Chrisimas shopper

Attitude:
kinables the straphanger
To smile amid the clangor
In sweot similitude of
Gratitude,
To Be Relied On.

“Hiram,” sadd Mrs, Corntossel, Do
you think that political speaker will
make au effort to reduce tha high
cowt of living 7"

“You mean the one who stopped
here for dinner ?"'

“Yos"

“Yiou can depend on him to give the
subject earnest comsideration, A man
with an appetite like his can't help
takin’ a personal ioterest’’-—Wash-
ington Star,

Slow Work.
Guide—"This wonderful redwood-
troe has taken centuries to grow to
Us present wzize.”
Tourist—“No wonder!
guvernment
Maguzine,

It's on a
reservation.'— Cartoous

Stoney-Hearted Qirl.

“Elsie changed her brown hair to
red in spite of her flance's pleading
not to do 80.” “How could she so dise
rogard a loved one's dying request 7~

-San Francisco Chronicle,

i I

Cheaper.

“Fancy yomr gotting married sgain,
Mrs. Smale. 1 bope you have done
wisely.” 3

“Yes, mum; | rockon, Yew sce, 1
‘ave s0 much wushing to take ‘ome
now, if 1 ‘adnt got ‘e 1 shouwld nave

THE DICTAPHONE

The Addressograph
The Multigraph

Parts
Supplies.

Service Department.

)
w‘s/f

Cor. Mill and Union Streets,

for Your Wife
or Daughter

A HANDBOMI BEVELL-
ED PLATE PEER GLASS
for the boudoir will be
treasured as an ever
present remembrance of
the donor's good wishes,

'Phone ue === Now, at
Maln 3000

Murray & Gregory, Ltd.
St. John, N. B,

IR Ry

I wish to thank the public
for theiy most generous pat-
ronage and tc announce that
our new term will begin Mon-
day, Jan. 3rd.

Send for new Rate Card.

gfﬁ:‘i\a S. pl.(:::;

Fresh Broiled Lobsters
Choice Oysters
Olive Oil
Brown’s Clams
Brown'’s Dainty Dinner Dish
SMITH'S FISH MARKE

T,
25 Sydney 8t M. 1704

The Diamond is the

Peer of Lasting Gifts

‘There can be no Gift more joyously received more
treasured for its worth and beauty, more perfect in em
pression of sentiment then the Diamond. Whether the
stone be large or small, set with simplicity or elabor
ate art, the gift of a Diamond s in exquisite taste,

Those who hesitate about such an investment be
cause of the importance of choosing such a gift, will
find here u large and cavefully welected stook and
our experience of threp quarters of & contury to agsist
you in making the selection,

Ferguson & Page
The Jewelers — 41 King St.

OPEN EVENINGS UNTIL OHRISTMAS,

CUT OR
IN SIDES

LACE LEATHE

RAW HIDE or TANNED
Also Genuine English Oak Tanned e

LEATHER BELTING

MANUFACTURED BY

D. K. MCLAKEN, LTD.

MAIN 1121 00 GEAMAIN STREET. 8T, JOMN, N. 8. 90X 708

The Union Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd,
Engineers and Machiniste
Iron and Brass Castings, ‘Phone West 15,
West St. John, G. H. WARING, Manager,

ST.JOHN, N. B.

been forced to buy a donkey, sure
‘uough.”"—London Tatler,

“Ma, teacher's awful mean.”

“Hush, my son, you musin't say
that.”

“Well, she 15! What do you think?
She borrowed my knife to sharpen
a penell to give me a bad mark '~
Boston Transcript, ;

Depends on Conditions.

“Polftencss costs nothing,” com |
tnented the ready-made philosopher. |

“Did you ever,” rejoined the habu«[
ual contradictor, “try to get & lttie|
politeness out of & haughty head
waiter with a Zicent tip 7"—Wash-
ington Star.

The Subtle Insult.
young bootblacks,

{

!“’l'ha Whose |

BRASS SIGNS

See our Signs for Doctors,
Dentists, Lawyers and
Agents.  Any size, any
style. Quick delivery.

s and Pringers
Market Squsre. $t. John

CHANGE

“GIFTS THAT LAST"”

Give Jewelry
Qhis Christmas

It is always the trensuted gift, holding ite bénuty and
spreading the happiness it brings over many years,

Our stock of fine filled and solid gold Jewelry permi¢
choice from many designe in all articles, Better quality
is not made, Delightful presents can be secured at emall
expenditur

(]

That Are
Of Woolen, Angor:
nd |

Priced $1.38, $2.1

-

a

For |
Hudson and N

« o+ . Russian Pony,
Muskrat,
KCIM,'
Raccoon,

Priced $98.80, §1(

That will surel;
able for gifts,

For $26.00, $30.00

s

A CHRISTMAS GIFT
OF FEED

It will be & wellreceived prosent
~if ft's our feed, sings our ifitle
songster. ¢ wili mean more
bodybuilding-unils, more nourish.
ment for your live stock, than 1
you bought any old Kisd. 1t
m-myhmm

“Quatity talks”

| C. 1. PETERS SONS

or. JoNN, N B

ing. dollaf WUE gone down two| .y gicaniy are being comsumed. Ifietands are close together on Tremont |
more ip the United States, and| (he end of prohibition is to stamp out street, quarrelied the other day,” said:
 discount now 17 12 per cent.| intemperance, that end has not been s clever puragraph in Wroe's Wit
‘Beighbors\are getting rid of their | attained. Experience must in time | 1989, “Til_get oven wit' that guy
merchandise by | CBVince the most ardent temperance yor.” vowed the smaller of the two,
reformer that (emperance is not to be| “Goin’ to fight him, are yer, Jum.
found in prohibition that destroys the mie 77 hé was asked,
chief barriers to intemperance, Gov-| “‘Naw, said Jimmie, but when he
erzansnt eontrol of sales and the rigid’ gets troo polishin’ & gent, I'm
! enforcemeont of the Iaw against

Cuff Linke
Collar Buttons

Watches
Clocke

Pendants
Sitver-ware
Cut Class
Mesh Bags
Vanities

L L SHARPE & SON

Jowelers and Optometrists
_ 21 King Strest 189 Unien Street

If you have four (or more)
light sashes why not change
them to two 1ight, ;

They look much nicer and
are more eadfly cleaned.

Do it sow while (he elorm
sachies are on,

Yor sashes ‘phione Main 199,

The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd,

160 Erin Strest




