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Lord Rosebery on the
Education Bill. Commons will
be endorsed by the House of Lords. The Lords may
indeed not only be tc
Bill as it now stands
amendments by way of rendering the mea
more acceptable to the High Church party. How
ever the Bill will not escape some vigorous criticism
in the Lords. Lord
hand in the debate and has vigorously denounced
the principle of the measure. He
thirds popular control for the
that the supporters of the vol
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In view ot the conditic of the

I'he Cold Snap N
P market the unusually mild

coal

weather which h generally valled in this part
of the country up to the first week of December was
highly appreciated
second week there a sudden

change in the atmosphere

But with the beginning of the

canie and remarkable

On Monday night of

last week, the mercury descended
with the fiercest kind of

and Tuesday

far below

northwest gale blowing

was one of oldest and r ghest

1

days we have had for years I'he marked

i below zero at the St |

MErc

ury
hn Observatory at an early
hour Tuesday morning, and thermometers
parts of the city gave still lower readings. The
cold wave appears to qaite . general
throughout the Maritime Provinces and the temper
ature as reported from many other places was lower
than in St. John. According to a tabulated state
ment published by the (/obe, that of Tuesday was
the coldest December weather experienced here for
sixteen years, and indeed there appears

record of so low a temperature so early
month. During most the week
cury has remained the neighborhood of
zero. Such weather makes heavy demands on
the coal-bins, plays havoc with the water pipes and
involves much discomfort and 'suffering for those
whose means of defence from the cold are but slen-
der.
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It is stated in an
patch that will
probably meet on February '19. Some legislation
of an important character is expected, chief of which
probably will be the Redistribution Bill. Some
changes in the boundaries of constituencies become
necessary as a result of the census, But it is expect-
ed that the measure which the Government will
bring in will do more than effect the adjustments
made necessary by that cause. The party now in
power contend that the boundaries of many consti-
tuencies In Ontario were arranged in the interests of
the Conservatives when that party was in power,and
it is expected that the Redistribution 8ill will be
drawn in accordance with that view of the matter
With such a matter to settie the session ls not like
ly to be noted tor elther placidity or brevity I'he
Bill introduced last session providing for consolidat
ing of the Rallway Acts and the appointment of a
Rallway Commission, will be reintroduced, it (s sald
and probably also the Act providing for
pulsory arbitration of disputes between |
Companies and
rumors of tarlfl chavges, but nothing definite Is
toreshadowed on that point.  Sir Wilfrid Laurler
reported to have derived much benefit from his visit
to Hot Springs, Va., and there Is a report that he s
to be home before Christmas
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e Work The opening—1t ** opening" is
A Great Wor
y the proper word-—of the Assouan

Dam on the Upper Nile by the Duke of Connaught

on December 8, is a notable event, as marking the
completion of a great and expensive work which is
expected to increase in almost incalculabie measure
Egypt. The

have cost,

the agricultural resources of Assouan

dam and the Asslout barrage it is said

from £ 20,000,000 to £25,000,000. They will stand
as monuments of British engineering skill and pro

gressive policy, they will vastly enlarge the area of
Egypt's productive territory, and, by making it pos

sible to store the water of the Nile and use it when
it is most needed, will diminish the uncertainties of
the harvests. The annual flood, with its fertilizing
silt, has for the present year already passed, and the
sluices of the Assouan dam are now closed for the
storage of the water until the first of March. The
sluices will then be opened gradually, and for four
months there will be a steady flow ot water for irri-
gating purposes. The scarcity of water caused by a
law Nile will thus beavoided and a great increase in
thie agricultural resources and products of Egypt
will ‘doubtless result. The ‘*barrage’’ is at Assiout,
a long way down the Nile from Assouan. It will
make possible the distribution of the water,received
from the reservoir, over a area. Whatever
jealous nations may say of Britain’'s lust for terri-
tory, it must be admitted that her administration of
public affairs in the countries she has occupied has
not been for her own advantage merely, but for the
advantage ot the subject peoples
this fact
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heinous, and could not in itself call for the exercise
of clemency. But the youth of the condemned, the
unfortunate conditions of his upbringing, the cir-
cumstantial character of the evigence apart from
that given by Goodspeed, and the element of doubt
in regarddo the truth of the latter’s story might all
be fairly taken into consideration in determining the
(ukstion 'of commutation. Then there s the oppo-
many to the principle of capital punigh.
ment and the general disinclination to have the
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tianity and all the woral and intellectunl forces of
our advanced clvilization. it is possible to Wrlng to
bear upon the viclous and criminal youth of our tie
such reformative influences as shall pot
them from perdition hereafter hut even

useful citizenship in the present life
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y Cireat Hreitain and Cier
Venezuala Called to any anw

alling Veneruala sharply to s
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If. a8 is pro-

bable, the Venezunlan Government has been trusting

Account, count for the fallure

to meet its financial responsibilities

in the disposition of the United States to oppose s sy
interference by European nations in South African
affairs, it has discovered that t'resident Roosevelt
does not interpret the duty of his Government . to.
ward American republics as involving any disposi

tion to encourage them in a failure to pay their just
debts. Britain and Germany have united in an
ultimatum to Venezuala which will be followed by a
seizure of its customs unless a satisfactory settle-
ment {8 made within a comparatively brief period.
The programme of Great Britain and Germuny is
understood to include also a blockade of Venezuelan
ports. - On Saturday British and German warships
bombarded and silenced the Venezuelan fortress of
Puerto Cabello. This action resulted from the se'z-
ure by a Venezualan mob ot the British merchant
ship 7vpaze. The captain made known the seizure
to the commander of the British Cruiser Charvbdis,
who took charge of the 7opaze and sent a message
to the authorities at Puerto Cabello demanding sat-

isfaction for the action of the mob within two hours,
or the fortress and customs house would be bom-
barded. It is said that a reply came from President
Castro authorizing the chief official at Puerto Cabello
to give the British commander full satisfaction, but
that it did not arrive in time, and the bombardment
accordingly took place, with the result that "the
Venezualan guns were silenced and the fort pretty
well demolished, If the facts are as stated in the
digpatches, the commander of the Charybdis wotld
pegm o acted with unnecessary, bhaste The
occurrence appears to be an unfortunate oue, as it

may tend to create sympathy with Veneznla and lead
to complications. A number of Veneznelan vessels
have been seized by the Beitish and German ships,
wnd one vessel is reported to have been sunk = Brit.
ish and German residents at Caracas were imprison.
ed by the Ventzualan suthorities, but were liberated
thit ﬁuh the intervention of Upited Statés consul
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