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make the socratic method ponxble in the class-room,give
ample scope for the p
and create conditions all round favorable to thomghna-

and reality, so far as the work goes, there are often the °
disabilities ‘which come from lack of
and adequaté funds.

i 8
‘l:‘r:'d NM - the 8 Thus this pmblem of educational
efficiency is, as I havesaid, a problem common toall
educational institutions. :

It has been a problem at Acadia froni the beginning, &
problem which has constantly engaged the governing
bodies, and the succession of able men who have consti-
It must continue to engage the

D z c.)lonu.cl.ll u.)

tuted its teaching staff,
attention of the governors and t

tion but to satisfy itself, or to fulfil in a general way the
terms of a time-worn' trust deed. The governors are
chosen from time to time by fhe vote of the ihpmt Con

vention of these provinces, a body representative of the
Baptist churches of the country, and embracing in its
delegation the old and the comparatively young, the rich '
and the poor, the learned and the unlearned, the broad-
minded and the narrow-minded. To this Convention
every serious proposal must be submitted for ratificati
Year by vear the Board must reportin full concerning
the life and work of the institution and submit toa popu-
lar discussion and vote at every point. Imagine the

In jnlﬁce to those who have gonie before, and for the
guidance of the future years, it may be well to note some
of the circumstances which make the problem peculiarly
difficult of solution in an institution like our own.

The men who promoted the founding of the College
were Christian men in & pronouncedly evangelical sense.
Their thought was to secure for the successive genera-
tions of young people the advantages of a liberal educa- .
tion under vital Christian conditions. Experience, how-
ever, has proved that, if it is vitality and positiveness of
Christian teaching and influence that you are after, this
element can be secured anly by the control of a body of
men who are at one in '
A goverming body, composed of repre-
sentatives of mnlmﬂy vnrng schools of thw‘htand

Probhmsandlmpinﬁomhthel"mure

Wolvitle, N, §., Oct: 13.

Mr. Clisirnan, Gentlemen of the Board of Governors
and Senate, Gemlmnen of the Faculty, Iadlu and

T shiould be wmh; in sensibility, if 1 did not feel at
this noment that a signal honor was being put upon me
by my brethren. That I should be deemed worthy to
follow in the line of those noble men whose careers, 88  pejief, and habitially
presidents of this college, have been so strikingly sketch-
ed by Dr. Saunders; that a body of men so experienced
a8 1 see about me should have confidence in entrusting pass, therefore,
me with this position, is an honor for. which I can find -
adequate explanation either in firy person or my quali-
fication. !mht attribute its bestowal to a very gen-
erous astimate of my -
the hopes entertained of what I may become, rather

&-w&onol what I am. If, however, I aih sen-
dbhammmfmed equally sensible am I of the
Indeed, so preponderant is the
latter feeling over the 1ormcr that I stand before you in
no spirit of elation, but rather in that of humble hopful-

deference to mutual prejudices, must inevitably be weak
and nominal in its Christian influence. It has come to
that Acadia, like most of the colleges
which openly assert the Christian claims, and make the
Christian element real and d i ¢
Not ° denominational
of prescribing denominational tests for the stu-
denominational in the sense of imecul-
but deénominational

cating denmominational tenets,
in. the sense of being governed by a bedy of
Christians, who are organized on the basis of a common
faith and life, and who because of their unigy can project
the Christian claius into their educational work without
niess that my brethren have madenio mistake in calling  compromise or apology, and give Christ His seat of pre-
me to this service, and that, if God’s will has found ex-

pression in their action, He will make nianifest the fact
byﬂumld abundant grace for the discharge of

inence in the temple of learning and intellect. In
is-sense, Acadia is a denominational college,

But see now what this means as affecti

t of Carlyle at such a democratic conception.
Nor must we be surprised if many another shakes his
head with an air of apprebension. It must be admitted
thiat, in some respects, this government by a popular
body heightens the difficulty of the educational problem.

From this I now passtoa d problem,a problem of a
more particular sort, a problem which for sone years has
been in abeyance, but is now again demanding consider-
ation, and at least 2" working solution. I allude to the
problem of theology.

The design in this educational effort seems to have

. been'from the first to give to the young people of the de-
nomination, whatever their purposes in life, a liberal
education under positive Christian influences. Inter-
woven, however, with this general design, has been a
special soficitude that the rising ministry might be profited
bythpmvidonmnde and might bring to the leadership

- of the chiirches informed and disciplined minds as well
as devout hearts. The leaders have rightly felt that fun-
damental to a true culture was the discipline furnished
by the general course, and there the emphasis has been
put. The desire, however, to do the best possible for the
‘ministry has inspired repeated efforts to add to the gen-
eral course some distinctly theological work. Besides
other less important efforts, there was in the fifties and
sixties, a period of 15 years, when instruction was given
in various theological subjects by the late Dr. Cramp. In
the seéventies and eighties, for a period of nine yeuxtheo-
logical work again d very ctabl
Rnder the instruction of the late Dr.. Crawley and' Dr.
Welton, now of McMaster University.

In the year 1883 Dr. Welton was invited to a professor-
ship in Toromto Baptist College, now the theological
department of McMaster, and an overture was made by

the duties 1 now assume,

In selecting & subject for presentation at this time, it o5 v el

In the first phce, l.- eolhge
which is avowedly Christian, not to say

the T brethren with a view to making the Toronto
College the theological school for the qumd‘ u:e
Dominior:. Under that proposal, theology was ab

< that I should speak rather from
the presidential than the professional point of view, and
should deal with practical rather than theoretical topics.
The subject of my remarks will be

PROBLEMS AND INSPIRATIONS IN THE FUTURE OF ACAD|

To sy that there are problems in the future of A
is uot to say that she has not already solved, and that
noblest fashion, problems of the Hardest sort ; it is not t5
hint at weakness, or to insinuate that her life and efii-
clency are in peril; it is but to shggest that she aspires the eonmtmcy from wnich it may expect to receive
to an expanding fature, that with the growth of her  patronage and means will be still further limited,
sttainments there has come a gum.b of her ideals,
and that in the foture, as past,
must be made against difficulties which only thoughtinl-
ness snd resoluteneks and patience can overcome.

One of the problems of the future will be

THE PROBLEM OF EDUCATIONAL EFFICIENCY,

This is'a problem

~-a college which purposes to handle the great subject of
religion with freedom and independenee—is,in the nature
of things, cut off from all rightful expectation of state
1t must depend npon the voluntary gifts of its
This is an elementary pringiple in Baptist faith
If a college is not only Christian, but de-

omimnoul in the sense which I have described,though
its doors be thrownopen evenomde!y mthont prej'ndme

Buch is the case with Acadia. She receives not & dol-
lar from the public exchequer for the prosecution of her
. Did the state proffer its ajd, she would be bound
And seeing that she is the property of the
body of Christians called Baptists. and that other bodies
of Christians have colleges which more fully command
their synipathies, it is inevitable that her dependence
tions. The great Universities, with their splendid equip. both for students and for material support should be
menit and centuries of inspiring tradition, feel it not less chiefly npon the Baptist people of these provinces.

that the smaller colleges, though, of conrse, from différ-
ent causes. The elaborate equipment of the great Uni-

You will see at once {hat this limitation in‘the scources
of supply means corresponding limitations in ‘the plans
versities almost invariably implies a cuiriculum which that may be entertaine’, in the number of instructors
to enter upon specialized that may be employed, -nd. 48 spomie may think, in the

quality of lgrvice that may be secured.
p y ® very difficult one,

And then apart from limited mcyud meagre”
respuces, there is another fum in the government of
Acadis which will seem to many still further to compli-

T refer to the ultimate government of
the University by a popular Convention. The Board of
Governors is, as you are aware, not & close’ corporation ;
ot a self-perpetuating body, not a body with uooh!!p' best to conserve the wisdom and' work of the past if

the undergraduate
mbﬂuﬂy!ﬂ)}h highest advantage. The num-
mmmm hmdﬁnchuu.whne
u&ﬁgmumm
nout:i:hw for the st

me-mhm,ud proper super-

make . cate the problem.

at Acadia; though not forever, as after events proved.
Some students for the ministry have gone to Teronto for
theology ; more have continued to go to Newton, Ro-
chester and’ Chicago; some have gone nowhere. A
section of the denmomination has never been happy that
thealogy was thus dismissed, and % the result of a grow-
ing d d for its ion, a theological course was
elaborated six years ago, was ratified by Lhe Conveation,

and inserted in the calendar. It was the best proposal
that seémed likely to prove practicable. It has been
called the Baptist Theological course. It assumes that
the theological ‘instruction given should be part of a
definitely defined course. It assumes, moreover, that as
a University. may give the degree of B. A. or of B. Sc,, at
the close of g four years’ course, in which the ordinary
college studies or the natural sciences have predominated,
respectively, so, with equal propriety, may it grant the
degree of Bachelor of Theology at the end of a four yens

course in which the theological has g

ated, provided that the entrance to this course has been
equally high,and the requirements of it have been equally
exacting. ‘This course, I say, was inserted in the calen-
dar six years ago. It has stood there, howéver, only as
the record of decisi hed, and the prophecy of good
things to come. The lack of funds has made it imprac-
ticable to put the course into effect.

. But once more the pected has happened, and the
handsome bequest of the late Godfrey P. Payzant, isa

mhtbeohpml purposes. Actual work in this
department is again made possible. The problem is,

k mublllhtworkbe? What is the wneuexpudn-

Jm'uluu new funds at command > Well, it is always




