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NOTE: BY THE TRANSLATOR:
Dwmig_the autumn of,1901, while on
B hynting tour in the Metapedla  Val-
ley, ‘Quebec, it was my, good fortume to
maké the scquaintance of an old man,
® gentleman, bearing a name, promin-
ent in“Frafics.in {he'time of Henri IV.
]\(Icu\n_l'j ~——_.heid seen “better” if not
bnpmgr @uys. Fle was ending his life
In if{vl‘aa.t‘ ‘'had Dbeen a “log-Arivers’
phanty’ on one of the tributaries of
the main stream. A ‘combined rain and
Bnoy storm, unexpegtédly encountered.
mt a'distance from oufown camp, made
us His guests for thirty-six hours.
‘, Never did I spend a more enjoyable
time or meet a more agreeabls com-
Ppanion. Upon our departure he pre-
sented me with a French MS., which
I have here translated as faithfully as
possible —G, G. M.~
Géntlemen:-—During the course -of
previous exercises we have examined
the beginuig and growth of the Unit-
ed States, up to the opening of the pre-
sent century. It remains for us te
trac§, as coucisely, yet clearly as pos-
sibld the seriea- of remarkable and
stirting events, which led to the in-
clusfon, within this country, of those
valupble and fertile states, to which
we ‘ommo'nly affix the term ‘‘north-
ern.’! This term, as we have already
#geery, was the name used to designate
thath important and definite sectlon
whigh so 's\_:ccesstully resisted secession
and jdisintégration in the latter half of
_ the hineteenth century. But as the
“lost cause” of ' the Southern Statés
ceased to be a, question of practical
politfes. and, as the remarkable sxpan-
sion fwhich will form the stibject of our
presént review called for some such
con\(Fmem exprogsion, the name was
gradually transferred from that sec-
tlon; to which it was first applied, to
tha\i of our latest continental acquist-
tion

You wlll'romomber. gentlemen, that,
Bs ekplorers and ‘colonists of this coun-
try, ithe English were not alone, They
had, at an early, and for a consider-
able, period, an active and formidable
rival in the French. Our studles,
heretofore, however, have only touched
the latter Incidentally, as their influ-
ence, an outside and disturbing factor,
helped to mould the destiny of eur
people,
will' deal with them at first hand. "Wg
shall see, during thbe whole course of
this narrative, how profoundly they
have affected this history of the northern
section of the country. The French,
indeed, were the pioneers in the mat-
ter Lf exploration, and even coloniza-

tion, of America, north of Mexico. Be-

fore the English came to Jamestewn
in Virginia, or Plymouth in Massacbu-
setis Bay, the Freneb had landed and
planted small settlements on ths Bay
of Fundy, and on the banks of theSt.
Lawrence. AS expiorers, they far ex-
cellied our own forefathers. While the
latter were content with the more
practical task of subduing and settling
comparatively small distriots, the for-
mer, within the first century of their
initial’ landing, had scarce left unvisit-
ed a square mile of all North America
east of the Rocky Mountains. © Nor
were they satistied with this. Although
the stream of emigration from France
was pever large, and has ceased for
hundréds of years, vet it was, in early
times, sufficient ta form a multitude of
little trading posts, and to establish
the two small /colonjes above referred
to. It is not our purpose to enter into
detall of the story of these settlements,
or discuss the claims that the French
put forward, to the major part of the
continent. * You all know how such
settlements and such claims aroused
the jealousy of the English colonists,
and formed a convenient ground of
quarrel for the British government, in
the courss of its almost incessant con-
tests with France in the eighteenth
cehtury. It 1s enough to remind you,
that, after varioug vicissitudes, the
whole vast territory, claimed, explored
and - partially colonized by Franee,
north of the great lakes and 49th par-
allel, was ceded to England in 1763.
At that time the total French popula-
tion: numbered about 65.000. Twenty
years later occurred the first great
schism in the British Emolre. Thir-
teen flourishing colonies, beyond com-
pare the greatest and most important
ever planted by our nation in another
Jand, broke away from the “parent
gtem.”’ The movement, while over-
poweringly populax, was yet hardly
unanimous among the colonlists. A
considerable number, whether from
motives of conscience, or desirous of
adhering to, apparently, the more pow-
erful party, took up arms against their
countrymen and neighbors, and assist-
ed the English government in their en-
deavors to suppress the insurreotion.
We can easily picture the unfertunate
and unhappy state of those people up-
on the triumphant issue of the new nea-
tion. There simply ‘“was not room'’
left for thern in the Jand. The bitter
feeling engendered against the regular
English soldiers and the ‘‘mercenary
Hessian”. did not nearly reach the
height of hatred with which these
“trajtors to the homes and firesides of
their country” were regarded. In order
to save their lives they were glad to
abandon their property. They threw
themselves upon the mercy of the
English government, which provided
them trangportation to and homes ia
the northern and eastern wildernesses
Dy the shores of the great lakes end
the Bay of Fundy Twenty thousand
of them wettled in the former region,
and a like number formed the nucleus
of the proviace of New Brunswick in
the east. Thus it was that while Great
Britain lost her Atlantic colonies, out
of the ruins she saved enough to make
& new departure in empire building.
fuch was the real foundation of that
curious and almost inique experiment
in government—the Dominion of Can-
ada. Those zetiledq by the at lnkes
found
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their old-time enemies, the TF'rench.
While . the “Loyalists,” as they were
called, held the upper part of the val-
ley, the ¥French occupied the lower. The
naturas barrier of the lakes, and the
artificial one of political dislike separ-
ated the former from the people to the
south, while to the old country the
French effectually barred the way.
This, plainly, was not a pleasant situ-
ation,
wranglings between the two sections,
were the nature§ result. Various

changes and re-adjustments were re-

sorted to, to enable the two races to
live in comparative quiet, but with
only partial success. Meanwhile, both
parties grew and prospered. The Eng-
lish section received large aocessions
by immigration from Britain, but the
French locked wholly to the oradle for
their increase. Nor did it fall them.
Their natural growth was such as had
never been seen before. Sprung from
the least prolific of all peoples, the
European French, they astonished the
world by their fecundity. From the
beggarly handful which we have noted,
they. attained, at the beginning of this
century to a maultitude numbering two
millions and a half. All, indeed, did
not live within their ancient borders.
Nearly one million were to be found
among the manufacturing towns and
villages of the New Hngland states,
and scores of thousands within the
confines of the English speaking prov-
inces of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia. The latter ocolonies, them-
selves, had not stood still. Aided, as
were their fellow-countrymen on the
lakes, and by immigration, they
at length attained to the dig-
nity of “responsible govern-
ment,” ,and a large control of
their own local affairs. Then came
confederation; not at the beginning of
the 20th, but shortly after the middle
of the 19th century.

The great civil war in our own coun=
try having proved the permanensy and
excellence of the federal idea, these
scattiered and growing commonwealths
were erected by the British goverr-
ment, inte a sort of subsidiary federal
republic, under the name of the
Dominien of Canada. '

In this confederation the Fremch held
an important place. They formed one-
 third of the total population, and exer-
clsed a more than preoportionate in-
fluence in the country’'s government.
For generations, the most obedient and
docile people in the world, to their
spiritual leaders and advisors, they
gradually began #o0 exhibit another
spirit Steam and electricity had
bq_aught them into cleser and more in-
timate touch with the mother land,—
old: France; wealth, sufficient to allow
of foreign travel, developed among
them; a not inconsiderable class of
lterary men sprang up in their ranks,
by whom their picturesque and roman-
tic. history was reviewed and embel-
lished; they began to recognize them-
selves as somewhat of a power, especi-
ally. in thejr own land: from a French
_people, ambition, particularly political
ambition, is never very long absent;
they gradually abandoned the spirit of
pre-revolutionary France in which their
fathers had been nutured, and resolved,
perhaps not consciously, certainly not
avowedly, to make French ideals once
more & power upon the North Ameri-
can continent. This was far from a
chimera. They possessed many of the
‘elements necessary for nation-building.
They wers homogeneous. The few
Hnglish-speaking people in their midst
were mainly in the large cities and
towns, encamped, rather than settled
there and were comstantly dimin-
ishing in number. They oc-
cupied a country = providing in-
definite area for expansion with noble
rivers and much fertile soil, Their
fecundity., as we have noted, was the
wonder of the world, Hvery year, al-
most every month, they took virtual pos-
mesgion of parish after parish in Eng-

lish-speaking Ontario and the “lower”

provineces. A short future bade fair to
see them in numerical preponderance
in the whole of Canada.

A’ new element, was, however, intro-
duced that gave promise of checking
their ever-growing influence. When the
Dominlon was first formed it extended
only as far west as Lake Superior.
Reyond. lay a vast tract, for centuries
under the control of one of England’s
great mercantile monopolies, the Hud-
son’'s Bay Company. Thia concern
made use of it, simply, as a fur pre-
serve, and, for ages convinced the

world that it was fit for nothing else. -

Polticai ambition and sentiment, how-
ever, induced the Dominion to acquire
it, and it came into their possession
by purchase from tha eompany, in 1870.
It took a generatlon or more to con-
vizce the world that this territory was
not what it had been so long represent-
ed to be by the fur company. In it,
really. were the finest. and perhaps the
most extensive, wheat producing lands
of the globe. For many years feeble
and spasmodic efforts were made by
the Dominion government to induce set-
tlers from Europe to colonize it. They
reld aloof, deterred by its legendary
raputation. A few thousands, malinly
from Ontarie, took up land there, and
formed the nucleus of three or four
skeleton provinces. In the meanwhile
our own free lands were being rapidly
exhausted. A striking illustration of this
and of the land-hunger of our peopls,
was seen in the opening up of the
present great state of Oklahoma, This
had, formerly, been assigned to a few
tribes of Indians, but their dwindling
numbers induced our Government to
purchase their domain, and remove
them to the adjoining Indian Territory.
The whole tract, was, all at once,
thrown opgn for ssttlement toward the
close of the 18th century, and In less
than a single year the entlre territory
was completely occupled. Large towns
sprang up in 8 night, and have had
almost without exception, a steady and
prosperous career. It {s, therefore,
easy to guess what took place in the
so-called “Canadian Northwest’” once
its sinister reputation was dissipated.
The notable and historieal exo@us from
our “Northwestern” States, as they
were then called, i# well within the
memory of your fathers. It was, if not

the greatest certainly the most {2mons,

and quarrels ~and perpstudl

! time, but it was with an artificial and

and probably is destined to be the
final of the great human migrations.
Within fifteen years, ending about 1925,
over 5,000,000 people -passed from the
States of the Dakotas, Minnesota,
Iowa, Missouri, Michigan, ‘Wisconsin,
Montana, Kansas, Colorado and Ne-
braska into the Canadlan plains. No
event in our national history, the civil
war excepted, exerted such wide-
spread effects. Whole counties were de-
serted, and streets in many a western
town grew green. Banks and well-es-
tablished mercantile houses collapsed,
and financial panic took possession, not
once, but many times, of Wall Street
and the stock markets of Chieago. The
railroads running north flourished for a

utterly fatal prosperity. Trains bound
north and northwest were loaded be-
yond control, but they, invariably, re-
turned empty. The agitation concern-
ing *“‘trusts and combines,” whi¢h had
its origin a little previous to the “great
exodus” sank for a time utterly out
of sight, in view of this greater and
more acute trouble, Congress was ap-
pealed to, enormous export duties were
levied upon settlers’ effects and house-
hold goods; a Democratic legislature
and President were elected; import
duties upon articles of general con-
sumption, and farm machinery were
so reduced as to almost entail free
trade; every obstacle, short of absolute
prohibition, was placed before the in-
tending emigrant, but without practi-
cal result. Not until all the desirable,
and, indeed, vast stretches of very un-
desirable lands were occupied in the
new country, did the great hegira
cease. Even yet, we feel . its effects,
and there are those who say that never
again will our central states present
the plcture of prosperity and content
displayed in 1903.

Ta the host which emigrated, the
change, in many respects, was not
great. They found themselves In a
land of as wide freedom, individually,
as that which they had left, They car-
ried thither their language, their re-
ligion; their customs, and one might
almost say, their laws. Instead of
“gtates,” they found themselves Iin
“provinces.”” No words can picture
the transformation wrought in the
“great lone land.” We know, oursel-
wes today, what it is, we are utterly
unable to realize what it then was.
Now it is the most prosperous and hap-
piest region under the sun. Then it
was an utter wilderness, marked here
and there with a straggling village,
and traversed throughout its vast
breadth by a single line of railroad.
Today, Manitoba rivals our own Ariz-
ona in wealth and importance, and
considerably overtops her in popula-
tion. The city of Winnipeg, then a small
town of about 50,000, is now a city of
nearly half a million. Yet her relative
importance, based as it was then
largely upon poHltical condi-
tions, as we shall soon
gee, is not nearly so great as then.
But this prosperity did not come at
once. If the immigrants found them-
selves, in many ways, ‘“at home,” 1%
individually, they could  discern but
little difference, as a people, the change
was fundamental. They had crossed
an invisible natural frontier, but a very
real artificial one. Nature had reared
no obstacle separating them from' their |
former home, but nationality had., The |
custom houses had enclosed them |
within its walls, and they had not long |
to wait to discover them. Accustom- |
ed to rely upon the great western
citles, situated almost in their midst, |
for their farm machinery. their cloth- |
ing and their “groceries,” they at once |
found, by means of the tariff barrier, I
these store-houses closed to them. In-|
stead, they lpoked across a wilderness |
of 1,60 miles for their supply. This |
brings us to another phase of our sub-
Jeot.

If the great migration caused tem-
porary ruin and desolation to our own
western cities, it brought a floed of
activity and wealth to the industrial
towns of Fastern Canada. Ontario
had, for long, been the seat of a con-
siderable inanufacsture. Lack of mar-
kets, however, had always been a con- {
siderable barrier to progress. The
French section; Quebec, being closed to
the coal supply of Nova Scotia, had,
in manufacturing, & more stable and
natural foundation. Now, one was
nearer te the great “home"” market, the
other to the source of power. Both
therefore, prospered, and went forward
by ‘‘leaps and bovnds' The inerease
of populatior. in the western section.|
which, at first, geve promise to trans-!
fer to the latter the balance of power
in the government, was rapidly com-
pensated by the tremendous fillip
given to manufacturing in the east.
Montreal, Quebee, Toronto, Hamilton,
and even far-away St. John and Hali-.
fax, in the ‘‘maritime” provinces, in-
creased their population by tens and
hundreds of thousands. The whole
country, with a former straggling
5,000,000, suddenly found itself with its
population doubled. By 1315 there
were close upon 12,000,000 within the
Canadian Dominion, so great had been
the influx, first in the west, and, as &
resultant, then In the sast. And it was
not only, in the west, that a great
migration northward took place. Asa
consequence of the manufacturing im-
pulge, the 1,000,000 French-Canadians !
in New ¥ngland, swarmed back to
their native province The .cotton-
spinners of Fall River, the nulp-makers
of Maine, the shoe-workers of Iynn,
and the multitudinous French cpafts-
men . that thronged Roston, Lowell,
Lawrence, Manchester and a dozen
other New England towns, came
crowding back. The valley of the great |
river, large as it was, became too nar-|
row for them. Even in the political
cupital, Ottawa, one had to go to the
houses of parliament to hear English |
spoken. Ontario, no longer, was pre- |
emiently British.

The English-speak- |
ing citizen with his family of two, was
obliterated by his French neighbor and '
hig twelve children. The Saxons, in
their half dozens, owned and controlled
the faeotories; the Frenchmen, in his
hundreds, operated them. Thousands
of the wealthler people of Ontario, tak-
ing advantage of the cheap and desert- !
ed farms in Michigan and Wiseons<in

made haste to oeccupy them. The

! “nay.”

longed to be free from the propinquity
and threatened domination of a race,
with which they had little in common.
In fact, the great northern floods, both
west and east, set up numberless
counter currents and eddies.

And now arose a question, culminat-
ing in a political dispute, far more
threatening to the unity of the nation
than ever the BSouthern matter was
with us. The east was a manufacturing
community, the west, an agricul-
tural one. The former was
“protectionist”’ the other for ‘“free-
trade.” This question of tariffs, al-
though not so “burning” as that of
slavery, was vet, as just said, more
conenlusive to division. It was not only
a question of opinions and theories, but
of localities and prosperity. If you will
glance at the map you will notice that
although our rebellious people were
segregated in s fairly definite section,
that section was not an isolated one.

‘Mason and Dixon's” line was very real

in one respect, yet entirely artificial in
another and natural one. No deserts,
nor seas, no wide-spread and elevated
mountains separated the ‘“north” from
the “south.” Mountains there were,
but thelr trend was north and south,
not, east and west. A Quaker and an
abolitionist might hsve lived at the ex-
treme northern end of an Alleghany
Valley, and an aristocrat and slave-
holder at the other, but they were sep-
arated, or, rather connected, by thou-
sands of other people of all classes and
gradations of opinion. The rivers that
rise in the north, find the sea in the
south, and while Minneapolis dominates
the upper Mississippl,T New: Orleans
commands the lower. Moreover, the
two peoples wers identical in language,
laws and descent. The question (slav-
ery) that divided them, was a mere
detafl, a custom already obsclete the
world over, certain in any event, to
have had a like consummation in both
quarters.

No such happy and fortunate situa-
tion obtained to the north of us. An-
other glance at the map will show you
a comparatively narrow strip of terri-
tory, between the freshwater sea of
Lake Superion, and the inland salt-sea
of Hudson's Bay. But even this is de-
lusive. Such strip, narrow asit is In
relation to the vast.dimensions of the
continent, would yet have been wide
enough to bridge over many a cause of
quarrel, if covered with a thickly-set
population, merging gradually, from &
French and protectionist standpoint,
into that of a freestrade and HEmglish
one. But this nature forbade. This ter-
ritory for hundreds, of miles was, and
is probably ever destinéd to be, a “howl-
ing”’ wilderness, or, rather, a desert of
silence and desolation, Devold of arable
land and in a large measure of forests,
containing, it is trus, .isolated deposits

"of minerals, generally close to the lake

shores, but far from sufficisnt to form
a continuous population; 'stricken with
a climate that almost inhibits animal
life out-of-doors, for half ithe year, it
proved a mors formidable barrier to
intercourse than four times its width
of ocean. Indeed, the vast lake to the
south would have been a redeeming
feature had not Nature locked it in
her “icy embrace’’ from December to
May. As just noted, the divergence, ul-
timately, became more than one of
tariffs. It became racial and religious.
Nothing could overcome the cradle, the
race-patriotism, and, it must be ac-
knowledged, the industry of the Gallic
element. Reinforced by its reserves,
temporarily domiciled in New England,
it spread westerly intp Ontario and
southeasterly into the lower provinces
in ever-increasing volume, Gradually,
the language of Shakespeare and Mil-
ton, and the religion of Knox and
Wesley, were dispiaced by that of
Voltaine and Victor Hugo, and of the
Latin Church, respectively. In 1930,
three fifths of Ontarlo and three-
fourths of the “lower” provinces spoke
French, and they numbered seven mil-
lions in a total population of fifteen.
Yet compromise and the ‘“stated order
of things” are potent factors in the
world. No disruption took Dplace.
Slightly over-balanced, as yet, by the
English people; with a powerful minor-
ity of the latter at close-quarters in
Ontario, the free-traders of the West
were succeasfu! in keeping the tariff at
a moderate figure. Often had the latter
lcoked, with longing eye, for admis-
sion to the trade and markets of
the mighty country to the south, so
lately their home or that of their fath-
ers. But this was impossible without
political union, and to that their
French fellow citizens and the eaastern
English minority oppésed a resolute
Yet they were not unprosper-
ous. The abounding fertility of the
soil, the invigorating and reliabie cli-
mate., unsubjected to these terrible
natural phenomena, droughts, cy-
clones, floods or parasitic scourges. too
often seen further south, combined to
annul the disadvantage of artificially
high prices of many of the necesar-
ies of life. Their sturdy Anglo-Saxon
hatred of insurrection and clvil com-
motion, together with their honorabla
sense of duty towards that govern-
ment to which they had sworn alle-
glance, served ts put out of the ques-~
tion any looking to foreible annexa-
tion.
(End of Part L,

PART 11,

Meanwhile, momentous events were
shaping themeselves in Europe. No lon-
ger was FEngiand the unquestiones
“work shop of the world.” Long before
the century opened this country be-
came her formidable rival in the pro-
Auction: of coa! und steel, the two
great factors of modern material clvil-
ization. But she had still greater, be-
cause nearer rivals in Europe. Since
the crowning of the King of Prus-
sia Emperor of the Germans in the
ancient palace of the French Kkings,
race and commercial ambition had
been the dominating passion of Ger-
many. Far were they from
ing their mission accomplished
they retrieved the Rhenish provinces
from France and
Germany into an Empire, They had
but well begun their task. Millions of
their race, speaking their language and
jdentical in everything but allegiance,
subsisted to the south of them. 7That
curious analomy among states. the
Austrian Empire rendered these mil-
lions political exiles, or, at least, so
they were regarded by the affectionate
countrymen of the North. The union
of the Baltic and the 'Adriatic by Ger-
man territory wasthe dream of every
aspiring mind of the Fatheriand. But
this was Impossible without command
of the sea, and in this direction no
feeble and chaotic Austria opposed
them. Hers they found Britain and
her  world-emplire in the way. Still
world-empires had before this been
conquered, and the phlegm:tic but in-
domitable German addressed himself
to the task. Before 1800, the largest
and fastest ships-on the Atlantic were
German. No longer were they forced
to how, right and left, to insignificant

Dermark and Sweden as they entered
|

consider- |
when | was seen again. the representative of

| the old ‘'empire,”
compacted North |

the Baltic. A ship-canal connected
the North Sea with the latter. Already
great parts of Africa were under the
German' flag, and German warships
were building in every avallable dock
yard on the Eilbe and Weiser. The
hollow mockery of “the triple ailll-
ance” endured for some years longer.
Austria saw no reason for breaking it,
and 1Italy was afraid. The al-
liance of France and Russia had served
as a bogey to keep this other scare-
crow in existence. In truth, both al-
ances were as hollow as pleces of
reed, and just about equal In endur-
ance. Both were entirely artificlal
and unnatural, and the moment a
healthy breeze of self-interest sprang
up, they vanished. In fact, the ona
was formally abrogated in 1986, the
other in 1030. They werg as the friend-
ships formeéd on board ship, when that
particular voyage was concluded, they
likewise came to an end. The voyage
of Germany ended in 1929, of France
in 1930. The latter wonderful country
was once more at the end of one era,
ready to plunge into another. She,
also, had ambitions. By her almost
miraculous recuperative powers she
had succeeded in reducing her enor-
mous debt to manageable dimensions,
and, already, as had long been the
fashion on the oontinent, had
accumulated a huge stook of
gold bullion in her treasury.
If she had no race-ambition in BEurope
to' serve, the spectacle of what was
transpiring in America was sufficient
to stir. ber profoundly. Two hundred
years had not sufficed to dim the mem-~
ories of Champlain and Montcalm. It
the Monroe doctrine limfted her ambi-
tions on that continent, it did not deter
her from bhaving a mers than kindly
interest ir. the progress of her children
But a more definite idea actuated her.
Hven since Napoleon had addressed the
famous words to his soldiers under the
shadow of the Pyramids, indeed, for
long before, visions of eastern conquest
and glory had continued to be her
aspiration. Twice had she almost had
Egypt in her grasp, and twice hql she
been foiled by the ever-present mari-
time “shop-kespers” of Bngland. A third
trme, at the beginning of the present
century with one of her herole explor-
ers on the upper Nile, and the Fnglish
in arms a fow miles below, she had
been unceremoniously ordered out of
the country, and she was constrained
to obey. Thirty-five years had not ob-
Nterated the insult of Fashods, despits,
early In the century, a few years of
seemfng cordiality brought about by
the inimitable tact of Bdward VII In
the far East, again, nothing but the
ubiquitous sea-power of her detested
rivals bad saved the remnants of Siam
while memories of what she had lost
in Indis ocompeted in bitierness with
like rscollectjons of Quebee and Louls-
burg in America. In a word, we can see
the foundations of a real dual alllance
in Europe, an alllance cemented by the
hatred of a mutual rival. |

It was not a sudden departure,
this new shuffe of the HEuropean
cards. It had taken a third of
a_ century to mature. One ob-
stacle, alone, dslayed it: the question
of the Rhenish provinces. Almost in-
numerable had been the efforts of both
parties to find a way over or around
this vexatious stumbling-block, but for
long, without avail. As the desires and
preparations of each increased, this
cause of discord gradually became less.
The very fact of an approaching re-
conciliation being long manifest, had a
very great effect in retaining the affec-
tions of the people of the captured
provinces for Franee. Every step made
in direction of approachment, the
greater the hope of repatriation, and
the less became the prospact of making
them good Germans. Slowly, this dawn-
ed upon the German mind. In 1930, an
agreement was come to that if, in a
plebiscite, the people by a three-four-
ths majodity wvoted for TFrange, to
Frunce the country was to be return-
ed. The people vote®, and they, onee
more, became Frénch. What Germany
was to receive, in exchange, was not
so openly avowed. Nevertheless. be-
tween the contracting parties no daubt
lingered about the matter. Geérmany
was to have a free hand in marching
toward the Adriatic. This crystallized
the union; it, alse, had another effect.
While all the world was watching, al-
most with ‘‘bated breath,” the making
of a friendship, so terrible, in effect, to
its neighbors, the party most concern-
ed, PBritain herself, went, stolidly, on
her way. The warnings 'of our own
country, the wafls of Italy, who looked
to be squeezed of her continental prov-
inees, the shrieks of Austria, which ex-
pected dismemberment, had alike little
effect. The Rhenish plebiscite awoke
her. but it was almost too late. The
plebiscite occurred in O¢tober, 1930, and
in July, 1931, Germany and France in
alliance. declared war agsinst Eng-
land 1t is not necessary here to enter
info details concerning the nomjnal and
avowed causes of the conflict. The real
reasons we have rapidly sketched, The
design was to crush the sea-power of
Britain, to seize those colonies offering
the best markets for their goods, and,
above all, on Germauny's part,
to solidify the German race
in BEurope, and on the part of France,
to complete her African empire by its
extension east, over Egypt, and west
over Morocco. It needs not to be said
that the British were to be excluded de-
finitely from the Mediterranean.

The latter country was not without
allies. The course of history once more
repeated itself. Austria, well aware of
the fate which awattéd her should the
Franco-German alliance be successful,
threw in her lot with England, and,
within a week of the declaration of
war by the allies mobilized her army
and directed its march towards Berlin.
The Netherlands, also, both Belgium
and Holland, fearing like absorption: in
case of Britain's downfall, espoused

| the Banglish cause 1o the extent of open-

nig their ports to the Britisnh fleet. Thus

in arms
against her hereditary foe, France,
supported by Britain, with Belgium
the battleground likely to be chosen in
the decision of the guarrel. Italy, not
directly threatened, yet fearing for the
valley of the Po, and her Genoese terri-
tories, maintained a trembling neu-
trality.

In Canada, politics, for a time, had
strangely quiet. A Liberal,
moderate protectionist, and largely,
French, party was in power. The
giravity of the Buropean affairs had
rendered the leaders on both sides
cautious. Occasionally, from the back
opposition ber.ches, an enthusiastic pro-
¥English orator would pronounce upon
what Canada should and would do in
support of the empire, in case of war,
but these efforts were largely without
influential support. Shortly before the
outbreak of hostilities the FEnglish
government had sent a battallion each
of British regulars to supplement the
Canadian garrisons, which had, for
long, occupied Halifax and Vancouver,
It had alse intimated to the Dominion

Austria,

heen

| 1atter attempted

government its intention of garrisoning
Quebec with an infantry regiment and
a section of artillery. This proposal
met with an almost unanimous opposi-
tion in Canada. Both races declared
that Britein had more than enough to
do for her troops at home, especially
garrison artillery, and that they would
gladly assume the burden of putting
Quebec city in a proper state of de-
fence. Accordingly, guns and muni-
tions of war were purchased, 200 men
were enrolled in Quebec province has-
tily drilled and installed in the -old
French n fortress. This was i
the summer of 1928. Through-
out the years of war-mutter-
ings Germany had taken a lead-
ing and almost monopolistic part in
assailing England. Her press teemed
with the mast violent diatribes against
everything British, and it was, over
and over again declared, that she, her-
self, was perfectly capable and willing
to take the fleld against the world~
empire and reputed “mistress of the
seas.” France, like her descendants
in the West, was strangely silent. For
once, she had not “worn her heart
upon her sleeve,” Not until the plebis-
cite of 1930, was it manifest to the
world that she was in deadly earnest.
Ireland, on the contrary, had been, for
some years, in a more than usually
turbulent mood. The ‘“physical-force”
section of the Home Rule party had at-
tained, once more, the ascendency, and
a repetition of the hopes and plans of
1798 seemed about to be enacted.
Rumor had it that the country swarm-
ed with French and German “Intelli-
gence officers,” and certain it was that
a number of suspected spies had been
arrested by the government officials.
During the long interval of European
peace, the navies of France and Ger-
many had been greatly ausmented.
The rule, set itself by the British peo-
ple, to possess 2a force equal
to the combination of any two possi-
ble enemies had been found difficult
of fulfillment. Yet it had been almost
achieved. Never had there been =2
navy under one flag comparable to
that of Britain in 1980. Bince the cen-
tury opened little change had been
made in naval ideas in the way of
novelty. The wonderful revolution
steam and eleotricity had made in all
maritime business. had seemed to
have exhausted itself, and progress
had chiefly been restricted to increase
in tonnage and engine -capacity. Upon
the whole Britain breathed falrly
easy as she contemplated her sea-
power., The great ‘self-governing col-
onies appeared pretty well able to take
care of themseives, and with Russia,
as we have. seen in previous exercises
rveduced almost to helplessness by her
Jdefeat early in the century by Japan,
and internal troubles, India became a
source of military strength rather than
weakness. ' Ireland, alone, seemed the
only domestie thorn in HEngland’'s side.
That country was fairly allve with
agitators, and scargsly-veiled threats
of elvil war, rebellion and complete in-
dependencs, were heard every day and
from nearly every, section. All they
needed it was put forward with weari-
some reiteration, were arms and muni-
tions and a nucleus of friendly foreign
regulars around which her distressed
patriots could rally.
After the plebiscite France threw oft
the mask and openly prepared for war.
Again the coasts of the Channel and
the Bay of Biscay were cqvered with
camps, and again were hundreds of
transports, this time, however, not
mersly flat-bottomed boats, but sea-
going steamers, assembled in her road-
steads. Already, even before the de-
claration of war, the French papers
exultingly referred to the splendidly
efficlent state of the “Army of Ire-
land.” .
1f there was one article of her poli-
tical creed more firmly believed In
than another by Britain that one was
that “the French-Canadians were loy-
al. It was not mere theory. More than
once it had been put to proof, and had
stood the test. In 1775-6 upon the out-
break of our own revolution, we had
earnestly and cordfally asked the
French colonists to throw in their
lot with us. They not only declined,
put did more. They stedfastly and
successfully opposed our forces under
Montgomery and Arnold, when the
to occupy Quebec.
But a little reflection would have ex-
plained all this. Scarcely twenty
years had elapsed sinece they escaped
by becoming British subjects from the
incessant attacks of the hatred and
despised “packwoodsmen” of Albany
and Massachusetts. In them they saw
the very entithesis of their race and
convictions. The Americans were
Puritans and Republicans, the French
were Catholics and Monarchists of the
strictest Louis XIV. type. What won-
der was it they did not choose to be
swallowed up and obliterated in
the seething maelstrom of red-repub-
licaniem and Puritanical bigotry to the
south? But, agaln, it was asked, did
they not stand firm in 1812 when Am-
erica was in practical alliance with
France, and England was the greatest
the most inveterate enemy of their |
motherland. It was even SO, but at
that time, France was a very different |
country from that from which they
were torn in 1763. Then France was |
a monarchy and the chief supporter of
the Papal power. Now, she was in the
hands of the men who had guillotined |
Louis XVI. and driven the Pope
from Rome. They hated the |
“tricolor’” more than they did
the ‘‘Stars and Stripes,” and
classed both as the enemy of their re- |
ligion and their laws. As we have
noted, & very great, but grz.xdual
change, had taken place in their ideas
and ambitions in the succeeding one
hundred years, but, although known
in a general way, it had been over-
looked in the multiplicity of other |
events, and no great crisis had
arrived to crystallize it into action. Tt |
ft also not to be denied that they had‘
prospered exceedingly, and, upon the:
whole, been well content under the ben-
efficlent sway of English law, and that, |
probably, nothing short of race-patriot-|
{sm, that intangible yet terrifically pow-|
erful factor in man’s destiny, could
have swerved them from their alle-|
giance. Even as it was, an almost pro-‘
found silence pervaded the country on,
the eve of the outbreak of war. Both |
races in Canada instinctively telt that
a crisis was approaching. Both felt the
gravity of the time was beyond mere
words. The English section was doubt- |
ful, and so expressed themselves to the
RBritish authorities, but received no re-
ward except snubs and reproofs fori
their ‘sectionalism” and “race-jeal- |
ousy.” Even, at the last moment, |
when, regretting their tll-timed gener-
osity of the year before, they saw Que- |
bec in the hands of French-C'anadian
regiments, and they suggested to the
British war-office the advisability nf[
supplementing them with English !
troops, they were reminded that *the |
best way to stir up insurrection is to |
seem to doubt the loyalty of the peo-
ple.”” But among the mass of the

| So ended the campaign of 1981.

'any but one result.

PFrench themselves, all was not clear.
It was not for nothing they had heard
themselves called “British subjects” for
nearly two centuries. They respected
and honored, even if they did not actu-
ally love the term. Against any other
enemy than France, Britain would
have found no more valiant defenders.
Even at the last, had the course of
actual events been otherwise, they
might have maintained a sullen neu-
trality. But that particular course had
been provided for. Although, as we
have hinted, the great body of French
Canadians were torn with conflicting
feelings, no hesitation or doubt, had,
for years, been entertained by a few
of their leading spirits. Their object
was not an ignoble one, al-
though not openly - avowed; and
how well they understood the
real sentiment of their people,
the outcome showed. That object
was not the re-establishment of France
upon the American continent, but the
perpetuation of the French language
and French civilization. They possess-
ed a noble country; one eminently fit-
ted for the seat of an independent pee-
ple. ‘'Who shall blame them if they as-
pired to plant for all time, the many
high and noble traits of their genius
upon the soil of the new world? That
could never be accomplshed while in
a colonial or subordinate conditionm, or
in union with the overwhelming Hng-
lish nation to the south. For years, &
close and intimate understanding had-
been had with France, and this ex~
plains the remarka$ile quiescence and
self-control of the later country. Fengs,
also, the ostensible French activity in
Ireland. Not only England, hut Ireland
also, fell into the smare. Onee again
was that unhappy country deluded and
abandoned—'"'betrayed,” to use her owa
version, just as she supposed the *“‘cup
of liberty” was upon her lips.

In other words, the “Army of Ire-
land” was destined for Canada. Sailing
from Cherbourg under convoy of &
powerful allled German and PFrendh
fleet, in ten days they placed an army
of 50,000 men, perfectly and splendidly
appointed, not on the ghores of Ireland,
but on the coast of Bay Chalewr, be-
tween Quebec amd New Brunswick. It
is not within owr provincs to detail the
incidents of the or the fearful
cost to the allled fleets which it entall-
ed. Deluded into supposing the object
of the expedition to be Irelamd, the
British fleets concentrated about the
approaches to the latter country.
When, five days later, the truth ap-
peared, the fleet sailed for Canada, but
it was too late. The force had been
landed and the allles wers upon their
return. Thelr objest was not to fight
a battle but to make their home
ports, for other, and, what seemed to
their masters, mere important pur~
poses. Those ports, most of them,
were never deslined to see. Met by the
British forces some distance from
Newfoundland, though s third greater
in number, they were so utterly de-
feated, their vessels being sunk, cap-
tured or abandoned, that less than one-
tenth of them ever again saw Europe,
under their own flags. But they had
accomplished thetr mission. The gol
dters of the ““Old Guard” did not moreé
enthusiastically rally around Napoleon
upon his return from Bilba, than ata
the French-Canadiams espouse the
cause of France, upon actually seelng
ter soldiers once more upon Canadian
soil. The soul of Montcalm seemed té
be in the van of every squad of ‘“habi-
tans,” as they wended their way to join
the “army of lberation.” The result
{s soon told. Nothing that the Eng-
lish people could do could avail before
the march of the disciplined and well-
appointed regulars of France, support-
ed by & friendly country. Quebec open-
ed her gates to them, Ottawa, the poli-
tical capital, was occupled, and the
existing government melted away.
A republic was proclaimed and the
country declared independent. No ef-
fort, whatever, was necessary to secure
obedience, so far as the St. Lawrence
valley was concerned. The few Eng-
lish acquiesced with a formal protest,
and comparative quiet and order ob-
tained. In the “magitime” provinaes
and west of Lake Ontario the condi-
tions were different. Halifax was
secure to ¥ngland and the sturdy
Nova Scotians and New Brunswickers
€14 not propose to quietly submit them-
selves to aggression. But thelr posi-
tion was difficult. . Britain, menaced
with invasion by one million and &
half men, dared net send a soldier
abroad. The “Battle of the Banks”
as it is known to history, had only ac-
counted for a portion, not the whols,
of the allied fleets. A formidable force
remained, and as long as these were
able to keep the sea, there was not a
moment’s safety for England hegself
We are all aware of the splendid suc-
cess and glory attained by the Brit-
ish in that maritime war. The second
Nelson still lives, being more fortun-
ate than his heroic prototype. In the

| neanwhile, however, the French had

it nearly all to themselves in eastern
Canada. New Brunswick was speed-
ily overrun, the Island of Prince Ed-
ward occupied, and all Nova Scotla,
outside Cape Breton, and the vicinity
of Halifax, annexed to the young re-
public. Cape Breton being almost
everywhers' dominated from the sea,
remained in the hands of the British.
But
a greater task remained.

The new republic, true to its ambi-
tious instincts, did not Trest sat-.
{sfied with its traditional fron-
tiers. Early in . the spring of
1932, it prepared to invade the west.
It had, at that time, 200,000 well dis-
ciplined and hardy troops, including
the remnant of the Buropean forace.
The expedition could scarcely have had
The English pro-
vinces, it is true manfully prepared
to defent their homes, but their undis-
ciplined levies could scarcely have
withstood the trained soldiers of the
east. Moreover, shut in as they wers,
they were wofully lacking in arms
and other warlike stores. Happily,
however, they were not called upon
to decide the question. A greater
power intervened. The previous win-
ter negotiations had taken place
betwen the United States and British

1g0\'ernmems. and, with the full con-

sent of the latter and the obvious
gratification of the people themselves,
the American government declared the
provinces, west of Lake Superior, to
be states of the union. Our hasty
sketch of this period of our history
approaches its conclusion. A short
time before the most of
you were born, a general
treaty of peace was signed. BPritaln,
though losing her American empire,

| emerged from the struggle triumphant

and infinitely stronger than ever be-
fore. Upon the blood-drenched plains ot”
Belgium hundreds of thousands of men
rendered up their lives because of the
ill-regulated ambition of two military
governments. Driven from the sea by
the skill and heroism of the English

(Continued on page sevend)




