
Plants.

Al! HtrawlMTiy glowers ar« aware that it is <.nly th.' plants forniHl l.y
tl.e runners that «houl.l Im. used f.,r the new plantation : these have yellowish
white n-,ts, fti. ] can thus be distinguished from t) iher plants, which have
a Ion.' stem, at the lower end of which are black or brown rin.ts, mariv of
win* .1 are dead or broken. If plants of «o<kI .|uality, which can U? dei)e..de,i
up«.n to give large crops, are desire<l, tliose selected for planting should have
goo.1 crowns and well develope.| r.x,ts. As a rule, only the Hrst plants on
the runners should l)e used. When the plants are allowed U, layer freely a
large nmn\m' of weak sets are p,o<luced, and although these will urow they
give a small yield, and the practice, if persisted in, will result in the runnin'uout ot tlie variety. *

The iH-st plants can Ije secured from fields that have l)een grown but
one year, and which have not as yet fruited. The practice of obtaining
plants from old plantations, although used by many persons, is not a irood
on.., as continued fruiting cannot fail to sap \he vitality of the plants and
the runners produce<i by them will not give as gwHl results as those fromyoung plants. AVhatever meth.. 1 of digging the plants is used, whether by
spade, fork or potato hook, care shoujd be taken that they are not exposed
to the u "ing action of the sun or wind, and as so(,n -.s dug they should be
placed m oaskets, boxes or bags, and after being moistened should be putwhere they can be kept fresh and prevented from wilting.

Planting.

V»hen the plants are being set, ecjual care should be taken that the
roots are not exposed If the soil has been so worked that a dust mulch has
been provided, the soil that will be in contact with the roots will ordinarily
liave a sufficient amount of moisture, and watering will not be necessary, but
shoukl the soil be dry. a pint or so of water should be given each plant
betore the planting has been completed

; this will permit of the drawing of
soil about It after the water has soaked in, and the baking of the soil about
the plant, which otherwise might happen, will be prevented. In setting the
plants a spade, dibble or trowel may be used, and if the work is properly
done there will be little difference in the result secured. When the dibble
or spade is userJ, a cut is made in the ground to the dept.i of 6 to 8 inchesand the soil is pressni back in either direction by a side movement of the
handle; m the opening thus formeil the roots are placed, care being taken
that they are not cramped and that they are so spread out that the soil can
be brought in contact with each of them. When large plants, with a thick
mat of roots are used, this is particularly necessary, as otherwise the soil
would only be in contact with a layer of roots upon the outside of this bundle
and the inner roots will become dry and the plant will wilt. There is also
considerable danger of loss if attention is not given to the depth at which
the plants are set; they should be at such a depth that the bud will be just
above the .surface, as, if deeper than this, there will be danger that, especially
on heavy soil, the bud cannot make its way through the soil ; while if not
deep enough, a part of the roots will be exposed and the plant will be verv
likely to dry out. If placed perhaps a quarter or half-inch deeper than i't

grows in the field, this will be sutHcient to allow for the settling of the plant
and will leave it in about the right position.


