
aaogunge used teaches it : but if we haie no ipfcial .eremo»y ft*

the CrecdB, tlcn we sball naturally rest contented witb sttpposinjc

that they are only a public prufesaion of our faiih, for our own

mutual cncourntrcmrnt. and for a testimony to the world at large.

It is true thnt they ore that ; but thoy arc something more than

that; and tl»c cluni;o of postnra of the minister, and 08 many of

the consrcfratior as arc not lookinj,- alrcaJy toward, the ehancel

end of the Church, draws attention and loiuls to enquiry, and thO»

leads to the cnrjuirci's bcin^ instructed in the full force otoar

Creeds, OS recited in public worship. This in fact is one ihv.noly

appointed use of ceremonies, viz., to cause enquiry and thus Icaa

to inMruclion in truth. See Exod. 27, 20.

These then have been the le min- roasous why, notwithstanding

.that for so;i.e years 1 was almost solitary, and was hublo to bo

misunderstood by uninstructed and nr.rrow-mindcd persons, and

be culled a Puseyite. I have folt it my duty both in my own per-

6on and in training others to retain thi* ancient custom, and to

ur-'e upon others in authority the propriety of sanctioning it by

their example. There arc. however, other reasons. wIncU some

may regard as fanciful, but which I think merit due consideration.

It o^pears thnt in some parts of the world, the early ChnsUuns

addressed all their worship towards the East; and that others

prcbably uU others, addressed portions of their worship in that

quarter. One reason given by them was that they cipcc ed

Christ to come from the East, when he comes to judgment at the

last day ; and that they used that posture to keep themselves m

memory of the judgment, and their minds and hearts m a posture

of readiness to meet hira.

This reason appeals to our imagination, a faculty of tho mind

i,hieh is weak an.ongst English people, and especially 10 men. 1

confess that I once thought it rather ninciful ;
but as thero are

many persons in every congregation whose imngiuutions arc a great

help in their religious life, even if I eould never realize it myself,

I ebould think it unreasonable that others should not be enabled

to do BO. It is my case with some hymns. I cannot enter into

them myself, but I see no impropriety in them, and do not with

to discourage others in what Beams to be a help to their deirouon.

and to I join in singing than.


