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conscious could not be justified bja state>

mcnt of facts.

When the Dereiidant hitd communirs-

ted to his wife the tesiilt of one month's

coDsiderrition of her proposal, in proseru-

tiai) of his concerted systum of defensive

operations, he wrote the PifiintiflTauoiher

letter, which I will now read to y.>u.

" Bath ZdJVovemher 1825

Mr Sheldin Hnwley,

Sir This is to inform you thnt your
daughter Hester my wife, C'tlied at my
house on Monday the 24th day uf Octo-

ber I82i at which time I requested her to

stay with me ant that I would give her a
decent living and m<«intenance if she
would stay, ard forbid her e;oing; away, I

therefore hereby fo>bid, and notify you to

not trust or harbor my wife Hester on my
account as I will pay no debts of her cor-

tracting

—

I am Sir yours S(c

(Signed) GKORGE HAM."

6eiitleme!>, 1 will detain you with ve-

ry 'fiw remarks upon this scrap of written

evidence.

It purports to be a letter of informatioh.

*Thi<i is to inform you'; wbirh implies

'ihat he had never before notified the

PlaintiflT not to trust or harbor his wife.

Whether he had, or not, is immaterial.

For no such cautionary notice can exempt
him from a just responsibility for her sup-

port. In a similar case, Harris vs, .Wor-

rts, 4Bsp. 41, Lord Kenyan said, 'That

he advertised her in the j)apers, and
ibrbid persons to trust her, cannot avail

him; for if he puthei out of doors, thoutrh

he advertised her, and cautioned all per-

sons not to trust her ; or if h« gave par-

ticular notice *o individuals not to ^ivc

her credit, siiil he ' fould be liable for ne-

cessaries furnished for her; for the law

has saidt where a man turns his wife out

of doors, he sends with her credit for her

reasonable expenses.' The l)^>fer.dant'3

warning, therefore, is of no avail.

• I requested her to stay with me.' To
call wiiat he said to his wife a request to

'~,er to stay with him, is a perversion of

languaKe, a barefaced mockery.
< And that I would give her a decent

living and maintenance.' What ideas of

decency must a man have, to pretend that

what he rcqui.ed of his wife, as the con-

ditions of her reception, wss a decent li-

ving !

• Your daughter Hester my wif?.' Ifere,

Gentlemen, is tht> Defendant's i>wn cer-

tificate, that the Plainti|t''i: daughter is

his wife : wiiioli supercede;' the neressitj

of any further proof of the rr irriage.

Gt-ntJemtn of th^ Jury, w? will only

call three or f(>ur witnesses, whose testi-

mony, in addi* on to these letter*., will, I

trust, satisfy you, that t!ie Di-fendant'g

wife has been respectubly ninintained by
thf Plaintiff the irst twelve years, both

with the cons'-nt of the Defendant, and
in consequent e of his ill treatment of her;

either o*' which will entitle the Plaintitf

tea remuneration. No deduction should

be made on acruunt of any personal ser-

vices of the Defendant's wit ^ ; bera'jse he

has r.iit thought proper to plead or t!;ive

notite of a set off. but has mvde his elec-

tion to bring a rniss action, claiming da-

mages for harbonring her, and depriving

him of her service, in which action, and
not in the pre*ent, anv claim he mav have
0.1 that score wHI be a pr< p^r itubject of

consideration. In thifa case it is your du-
ty to all'iw the Plaii'tiiTa lair and full re-

murieration for his mai''tenance of the

Defendant's wife. The Defendant, vhose
cir^um8^1n^es are affluent, has ample
means of satisfaction. The amount ofda-

mages, within the limits of the declara-

tion, is at your discretion ; and I hope you
will give ^uch a verdict, as shall prove a
salutary warning to husbands not to 'A\

treat their wives.

Isabel Hawley^ being sworn, was exa-

mined by Mr Hagerman. Witness is a
sister of the D-fendant's wife, and daugh-
ter of the Plaintiff; was present at the

marriage of her sister with the Defendant.
Two or three mimths after Mrs. Ham's
confineinent, she w<is on a visit at her fa-

ther's, and was very ill of a sore breast.

The Defendant came for her, to take her

home. He said, my lady, you must get

ready, and go home with me, and ride be-

hind me, at tie »ame time shaking a whip
over her head. She said shf was so ill

she cnuld not ridp on horse back. Her
father stid, go and get a waggon, and *>he

will go with ynu. Defendant said again,

shaking his whip over her, my lady, you
must come with me ; and if vou live to

have another child bv me, I shall dit:-

chaige the nurse on the third day, and
make you do all the work of the house,

and if you should not get out of bed, I

will flog you out. This was about a year

or thirteen months after the marriage.
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