
PREFACE

To tell about some of these ruling passions, sim-

ply, clearly, and concretely, is what I want to do

in this book. The characters are chosen, for the

most part, among plain people, because their feel-

ings are expressed with fewer words and greater

truth, not being costumed for social effect. The

scene is laid on Nature's stage because I like to

be out-of-doors, even when I am trying to think

and learning to write.

"AtaUm," Prinaton, July It, 1901,


