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n rletriment t^i ynar revenue of perhaps a milliun or two—a j^ft y<iu

Hing at tlie fiNit uf thf thrune, a specitic itnd tan^il'l " ffift ticknuwUnluiiig

your relation to tlm Ettipire, ami t»w wliicli you wouUI not huve giv*ii

were it not fur your f«alty to tlif Euipin'.'

TliiH appreciation of HritiHli tratli* Iiih callrHl attention to Canada
in a very N[ie<'ial manner, an*! I have xptiken t^) men in Liverpo<il and
Manchester who, in the kindliest terniM, expre^Med appnciati<>n of

wliat we have done. (Applause.) To got at the heart of the l)u<«ineNs

men of Knglarid, to get a kindly toucli ln'tween the great course of

English trade tmd tlic smaller strejinir^ which How from this huul, is an
advantage that will liring nuit-h greater results in the future than it

has yet done. I am contident of this.

CANADA ANI> TIIK WAK.

In the third place, the attitude of Canada towards the Empire in

the South African war, the sacriticeN we made, and the chividrous manner
in which we sent our sons to light the battles of the Empire, the loyal

spirit we then showed, have struck a sympathetic chord in the hearts of

the English people that perhaps nothing elise would Imve done.

(Cheers.) It was an occasion of common danger, it was an occasion

when the Empire felt a great contest could only Iw settled in a
strenuous way, and although Britain felt equal to the liwk alone, to

find Canada and the Colonies come to her assistance— not so much
because she neeiled it as because the colonial spirit is a loyal spirit

—

impressed colonial loyalty on the Empire as never Wfore. Then there

is the fact that u distinguished Canadian, Lord Strathcona, at his own
expense, contributed so materially to the conduct of the war ; this, I

think, added all that need l>e said to indicate why the feeling towards
Canada has improved as it has in the last fifteen years.

I was glad of this, Iwcause I was impressed on former occasions

with what appeared to nie to be a spirit of indifference ; I felt as if

the people of Britain looked upon Canada as one of her colonies, of

course to Iw preserved, but with no special interest, and I remon-
strated, as perhaps some of you may have noticed, in some speeches on
the extent to which that indifference prevjiils still. Much as has Imen

done in the last four or five years, much yet remains to Im- done. I

must not charge the people of the British Empire with indifference ;

that would be an unfair charge, but I do say we are not yet known as

well as we ought to l>e. While there may not bs the same intense

interest on the part of Imperial statesmen in Canadian affairs as I

think there ought t«t be, still I think we have not ourselves done our

full duty,

A SPIRIT OF INniFFERBNrB.

Looking at the Empire from the centre, and I tried to put myself in

the place of British atatesmfcu in tlie last three or four nionths, I found


