
456 God's Man
now hnrled him np and on the opposite shore. Another mit
breaker would haye borne him back had he remained senseless,
but a chill attacked him and a violent retching, and between
them they so racked him, tearing at his heart and lungs, that
ne was brought back to consciousness, the blood pouring from
hia nose and mouth. 8 ""•

He heard the hissing fall of another great green mountain,
and, mstinctively, rolled over and over until he no lonjrer felt
ita stinging spray on his face. Then he lay like a log. He was
too we^ even o crawl,-he had set his teeth and squirmed out
of the breakers' reach with the false strength of frenzied ter-
ror. Even now he clutched about wildly for some protection
and, hia fingers fastening upon the needles of a scrub-pine, ha
held to them tightly regardless of the pain of their pricking-
There was no need for this self-infliction, but so unreason-

ing was his terror after his encounter with that great monster,
•o conscious was he of his own helplessness, that the possibUity

1n^ f^l
«emed remote. He was tense, taut, rallying his

forces for the blow that any instant he expected to faU. pre-
paring to do battle again. His mind was a blank on which
was scrawled over and over again: "Danger," "Danger"
. . . scrawled vertically, horizontally, diagonaUy.-ever^-
wnere, so that there was room for nothing more Ifa mental shock leaves the majority of one's reasoning powersm abeyance, a physical shock of fhe same caliber su^ndstbem altogether,-8ometimes, in the cases of unfortunates
ancli as Hans Chasserton, permanently.
But Arnold's was an exceptionally strong mind and, in his

case, the suspension was brief. The second shock failing to
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'"'^ '*^'"'°» "^''"^d *«* he wasV

yondthe breakers' reach. Still weak, however, he waited until
nis body should make the same recovery as his mind. Whichwas not for long, for the channel light by revealing his new
surroundings, gave him a thrill that was worth more than the
•ccumnlatad strength of an hour of resting—especially now


