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LATE WAR. 5

\a1ent, and fo powerful was the iiniverful malevo-

lence to Britain, and lb unqueftionably was it reputed

the intereil of Europe to eo-operate in the humi-

liation of her maritime grandeur. In this manner

was formed that univcrfal aUbciation of the neutral

powers in Europe againft Great Britain, which af-

iiimed the denomination of '* Armed Neutrality."

Of all thofe ftates whofe condud: was inimical to

Britain during the conteft with America, none af-

forded jufter caufe of refentment than that of Mol-

land. Since the commencement of that unhappy

quarrel, a clandeflinc commerce had been carried

-on between the Dutch and the Americans, highly

prejudicial to the affairs of Great Britain. The en-

couragement given to the revolted Colonies was

open and manifefl. The were not only fumiflied

with all manner of fupplies, but undifguifed coun-

tenance and refpeCt were Ihcwn to their flag, in a

manner incompatible with the honour and dignity

of Great Britain.

Repreibntafic^is had frequently been made to the

States General of this impropriety of conduct in

their fubjedts, by the Biltilh Ambalfador at the

Hague, Sir Jofeph Yorke, who complained in a

memorial prefented in the month of February,

leventy-feven, of the difregard Ihewn to fevcral an-

tecedent remonftrances, and infilled on a behaviour

in future more fatisfadtory to the Court of Britain,

infmuating, that in cafe of non-coiapliance, due

refentment would be ilievvn.

Though a refiK^dtful anfwer was returned to this

remonrtrance, the correfpendence Hill continued

between the Dutch and the Americans on the lame
footing as before.

On the rupture with France, this unfriendly di-f-

pofition towards Great Britain on the part of Hol-
land was exhibited more openly, and exevted with

a higher hand than ever. The clock-yards of France
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