
Sir

LETTER I.

To the Eilitor of'Tlio Church."

Toronto, April 12, 1843.

In taking tho liberty tlius publicly to

address you on certain topics suggested,

or rather forced upon my consideration, by

tlie virulent article which occupies the first

column of your paper of tho 7lh instant, I

feel that apology would savour too much of

aflfcctatlon. I deem it equally superfluous

to offer any cxi)lanation of my motive in

availing myself of the courtesy of tho pre-

sent medium of communication, inntnadof

troubling you personally. From one, the

Papal arrogance of whose bearing towards

members of his own communion when they

chance to come in collision with his ora-

cular judgment, and whose bitter and ag-

gressive hostility against all others, consti-

tute his most prominent distinction as a re-

ligious journalist, I have no favours to ex-

pect, and am therefore thankful that I

have none to solicit.

Extravagant, indeed, as are the preten-

sions put forth in the article referred to,

and oiTensive as its tone must be to those of

your own Church, whose christian charity

will not admit of being pent up within the

little enclosure which affords, it seems, am-

ple scope for all of that quality which you

possess yourself, it contains little, I con-

fess, to excite the surprise of any but

those who know not what manner of spirit

you are of, " The Church" had not long

fallen into your hands when its readers be-

came familiarized to such phenomena.

Their novelty is gone.

Tritua, tt e medio fortunat ductus accrvo :

And if the recent effusion of your righ-

teous indignation against inconsistent

Churchmen, and incorrigible Dissenters, is

more turbid, as well as more copious and

violent than previous emanations from

the same fountain, the forced and pruden-

tial repression of its overflow for a longer

period than usual, probably affords the true

solution of the diff'^rence.

Tho proximate cause of this transport

of your displeasure, no one can mistake.

A gentleman, a member of tho Church of

I'iiigland,—the rectitude of whose character

wo believe, is unimpeachable, whose re-

spect for the institutions and precepts of

Ciiristianity, would, perhaps, sustain no very

disadvantageous coniparison with your own,

and who worthily wears the highest civic

honours by which this community can ex-

press its appreciation of hio talents and

virtues, stands charged i.mong olliers by you,

with a gross infraction of the unity of the

Church, because he htd the temerity, on a

late occasion, to attend and preside at a

Wesleyan Missionary Anniversary.

There can exist no doubt that had that

gentleman been ap fully convinced of your

infallibility and ghostly authority as you

would seem to be yourself, he would have

felt it imperative upon him to preclude tho

visitation of your grave condemnation ; for,

by no possibility, could he have been igno-

rant at the time, of your stereotyped deci-

sions on such important points of casuis-

try.

But the deed is done ! His Worship,

the Mayor of the City of Toronto, has had

the audacity, your dictation to the contrary

notwithstanding, to extend the hand of fra-

ternal recognition and encouragement, to

a class of Christians whom God—I speak it

not boastfully—has signally owned in their

evangelistic labours for more than a cen-

tury, though they Jollow not with you.

And, forsooth, because that gentleman, like

many of the most enlightened and estima-

ble members of the Church of England in

this Province, has not bowed down and

worshipped the image which you have set

up—because he does not think proper at


