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100 7%e Ancient Right of t6e English Nation
** the ftipulated condition of the treaty (hould be obferved,**

yet by her Hiftorical Memorial it is declared that the king re-

jeded the infpedlion of the Englijh admiral, and that his

majelty was refolved rather to refufe the pofleflion of St,

Pierre than to agree to fuch an infpedtion, thereby plainly

enervating her former pretenfions, that a port of fhelter was fo

neceffary to her enjoyment of the liberty of filhing that the

giant thereof would be illufory without it ; and it is alfo to

be remembred that in the Hiftorical Memorial it is further

declared by France that, ** the union of Miquelon to St, Pierre

" was of the leaft confequence, and the duke de Choifeul ^v^Xk

*' aflfured Mr. Stanley that fuch a ceflion would not be infift-

** ed on"—For my own part, after giving the beft confidera-

tion in my power to every thing that has occurred to me-

relating to this matter, I have not been able to diTcern the

fufficiency of the reafon for granting the fovereignty and pro»-

perty of the port of (helter which was to be enjoyed by France-

together with, and for the fake of the liberty of fifhing in

other places, that is, in other words, why the principal, the

liberty of fifhing, fliould draw after it an accefibry or atten-

dant of fo far fuperior and nobler a nature as that of fove-

reignty with propriety, and why granting the ufe of a par-

ticular port, which feems more analogous to the liberty of

fifliing, fliould not in the nature and reafon of the cafe

fuffice.

The nature operation and effeds of the ceflion of the

iflands of St. Peter and Miquelon made to France by the flxth

article of the treaty come next in courfe to be confidered,

but of, which I find myfelf unable to fpeak with defirable

certainty; neverthelefs I fliall briefly obferve, That thefe

iilands are ceded m full right '^
wherefore the queftion is how

far their ufe, and the rights appertaining to the dominion

and property thereby acquired, are reftrained by the fubfe-

, quent matter—That this ceflion is accompanied with an ex-

prefs declaration that they are ** to ferve as a flielter to the

" French


