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88 Hearne's Journey.

gacity is, not fmall ; and they perrorni

all that can be expeftod from animals

of their fize and ftrength.

Their work is entirely executed in

the night, and they areTo expeditions

in completing it, that our author f$ys,

he has frequently been aftonifhed to-fee

the quantity of mud they had colleft-

ed in one night, or the progrefs they

had made in a daip or houfe.

The chief food is a root refembling

a cabbage ftalk, which grows at the

bottom of lakes and rivers, and which
is acceffible to them at all feafons. They
are alfo fond of che bark of trees dur-

ing the fummer, and fuch kinds of

herbage and berries as the vicinity fup-

plies.

When the ice breaks up in the fpring,

the beavers quit their habitations, and
rove about during the fummer, proba-

bly in queft of a more favourable fitu-

ation ; but if they cannot fuit them-

felves better, they return to their old

habitations foon enough to lay jn their

winter ftock of woods.


