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N* 2.

COPY of a Letter from Mr. Mears to Captain Colnett; dated

17th April 1789.

tn Mr. Mears's Memorial of ^oth ^pril 1790. (N* 1.)

Sir,

Macoa, I7tli April 1789.

CO foon as the Argonaut is ready for Sea, you will p,i')cecd on your Voyage, and put inta>

•^ Execution the feveral Plans we have laid down, and with which you arc i'o thoroughly ac-

(Juainted; you are alfo fo pcrfe<ftly informed of the Bafis they arc founded on, that any Re-
capitulation here would be necd'efs. We place the ftrongelt Reliance on your Pcrfcvcrancc,

Temper, and Prudence, and are convinced that our Hopes can only be matured but through

an Exertion of thofe Difpofitions ; we ftrenoufly recomimnd a moderate Ufe of the Powers
you are inverted with, not only in your Tranfadtions with Sliips of Foreign Nations, who
muft be treated with that good Faith and Generofity which is the CharadlerilHc of the

Englifli Nation, and which muft turn ultimately to the Honour and Credit of your Em-
ployers, but to all Ships of our own Nation, to whom we dcfire you to be particularly atten-

tive in cafe of Diftrefs, or any other calamitous Situation they may be thrown into; we im-
prcfs on your Mind this Point, not only for the Honour and Credit refulting to uS from fuch

n liberal Line of Conduft, but from the abfolute Necefllty of avoiding all Subjeft of Dif-

pute with Foreign Powers i we hope that no Motive wiiatever will induce you to drviare

from this Point, as we alTure you, that a Commerce that is not carried on with Honour and
Refpeftability, as well as Humanity, would be entirely repugnant to our Feelings as Men,
and Charafters as Britilh Merchants, a Charafter which appears to us in fo refpeftablc a

Light, that no Emolument, no Advantage whatever would perfuadc us to countenance the

fmalleft Deviation from it in the Perfon and Afts of thofe wc employ.

Reports having been fpread of great Adts of Cruelty and Inhumanity being committed by
the Crews of various Veflels on the Coaft of America, in their Commerce with the Natives,

we now embrace the carlieft Opportunity of exprefling our utter Abhorrence of fuch holtilc

Afts: We fincerely hope that no Perfon or Pcrfons in our Employ will have Caufe to be
reproached of any Thing in this Kind j Afls which we never will countenance or protect j

on the contrary we fliall ufe every Means in o»ir Power to have the Perpetrators punifh-

ed ; we therefore moft particularly order, that in the Courfe of your Command, if any Per-

fon or Perfons whatever in our Employ (hall commit any Murder on the Natives of
America, or on others, that you feize the Offenders, and put them in Irons, and fend them
to the Agents in China, in order that they may be brought to condign Punifliment; we are

here ncceflitated to dwell on this Subjed:, from tlie (Vrong Rejwrrs of fuch atrocious At\%

being committed, which are at on(;e not only deftructive of the Commerce, but of every

Sentiment of Humanity} wc recommend a fteady PurfuanCc of a miki C(jnduft, as the only

Means to cultivate the good Will of the Natives, and draw them within the Verges of ci-

vilized Life.

We recommend to you, if pofTible, to form a Treaty with the various Chiefs, particularly

near Nootka. If you happily accomplilh this, you at once become poflelTed of the Furs of
a great Diftrift with Honour and Credit, and without incurring a Stigma ; and, if there is a

Podlbility of conquering our Competitors, we beg it may be in a Mode fo honourable to

ourfelves as Generofity and Humanity, and alfo a ftrift Attention to our Bufinefs.

On the Strength of a Treaty we form confiderable Hopes, for although at the Moment it

may not be produftive, yet in Time it v/ill be found the moft ftable Way of accomplilhing

our Wifties, and gaining the Confidence of the Chiefs, who are known to manage the Com-
merce of their Su^efts ; for this Purpofc we have fupplied you abundantly with every Ar-
ticle known to be had in Eftimation among them ; and fo anxious are we to have a good Un-
derftanding, and the perfecting a Treaty, that we authorize you to take under ypur Protec-

tion all our Allies, and proteft them from Infult from all Perfons whatever. Our Sentiments

on this Head you will make known to all Perfons whom it may concu'n, in order that they

may govern themfelves accordingly.

You will keep a Diary of your Proceedings, in which every minute Occurrence is to be

recorded ; and you will forward this Account of your Proceedings, from Time to Time, by
all Opportunii'es.


