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To this ontirso Mr. Ihiehnnnn oliieet(!d, ns beinj; informal, and contrary to tho prnclico of thu
United Slates' (iovernnieMt, which ('(lineiiUMl, he iiddecl, in thai re.^jiert, willi that of the (hivernnient of
(Jreat liritain and he re.iiie.stcd nie. in case your Ijiidsliip's in.slruetimis diil not iireeiinhi nie from so
lioin^', to eomniunieiite U< him in writing the pre.^i'nt pinpusid of Her Majesty's ( loveiMiiient. toi,'ethor

with the eonsideratinns ui.on wiiiiii it is foiiuded, in expliiineil in yoiir i.ordsliip's des|i«teli, lie
mi^ht olherwisi', he said.liml it ditliiult to convey to tlie I'lvsiih ut iind to liis eollea;,'ne3 in the Cabinet
na clear an e.\|io.sition a,'^ he eoiiiil wi.sii of the views of Her Majesty's (lovernnieiit npim the subject,

adding' that these appfarecl In him to be so fair and iinoljeclioaabie tiial he emdd conceive no possible
ca.ie in which any incoiiveuieni.'e to ciliiertiovcrinuent v.oidd result from an unreser\ed communication
of them in writ in;,'.

I trust, liiat yoiir I.ordsliip w ill not disa]ipro\c of my liaviii!.', under tjiese eircumstancfs, so far

departed from the couise point, d out liy your Lordship's instructi(Uis as to comply w'ah Jlr. iiucbanan's
re(|UeHt by addressihi,' to liim lb(! noto of wldch I liave tiie honour to enclose a coj.y, and in which I

have endiodiecl the sulistauce of your Lordshiji's despuleh.

With resp(.'ct to the ex]iediency of layin;,' ilo« n that [lart of tlie lioundary line s>i^jj!eslcd by your
Lordsldp's despateh, Mr. lluelianau said thai he coinciile(l in opinion with Her iMaJosly's (iovcrnuu'nt,

but he adilod lliat it Was liis own " imjiicssion," alliiou;,di he hail not e.vamini'd the subjert with
sullii'ient attention to enalile him yet to .say that it was his "o]iinion," tliat it wouhl be desiralile t(> ),'o

furtiier, and to proeeeil to nun!; out on the ;,'round, without uiinecessaiy delay, the boundary lint

from till) point where tlu- 4',i|h |iaiai!(d of latitude meets tia: siiore of the (lulf of ( k'oioia, easl\\ard

to wliere il strikes the Coluiulaa L'iver 'llie ]ioilioiis for wliiiOi an estimate is made in the 'oi\\ section

of ColiiMcd l'!slciuiil's Memorandum I. uud this npjieared to him to lie advisable from the rejiorts he
had latidy received of the ripid lu. inner in which coloiiis!s from the I'uilcd States are sjireadin;,' in that

direction.

S|ieal;in;,' of the word "channel." as cniploycil in the Convention of dune lS-l(i, Jlr. lluclianati said

that he himself and lu! |iresuined Mr. I'.ikeidiam, in nei,'otiatin,u' anil sitiniu;,' that Conveulion, had
always coneeived " idiamad " to mean the " main navioable channel," wherever situated, but be admitted

that he had never himself examined, nor did he eveti recollect ever to have seen, Vancouver's chart

;

and allliouidi he diil not seem ]irepared to contest the lU'obabilily of the chainiel luarkcd with soundinj,'s

hy Vancouver in that eliart bein^', in fuel, "the main navi;,'abl(' chaiimd," he evideiuly hesitated to

ado|it that opinion without further oeoi;ra|ihical evideni'c, tlirowin;,' out a su;.'^esliiMi that it wcudd
yjerhaps be better that such iustruetious should be j,'iven to llu' naval otlicers to be ein]iloyed as Joint

Commissioners, as wi uld enalile them both to deteimiue which of (he channels was, in faet, the

main navi;^able channel, and to mark the boundary

ascertained.

'file subject, Mr. liucbanali nssuied me, should receixe the

States' (lovernmeiil, with every disposii ion to avoid ihday or di

object which he f<dt to be extremely desir.dile for both Govermneuts.

wn the middle of that channel :o Soon as

immedial(! iiltemioii of the United
ic\dty in the acconipli.shmcnt of an

(Signed)

1 hai-e, &c.

John V. Cii.\Mi'ro.v.

Mr. Critinjiton to Mr. Murcy.

AppiMiJii.

Sir, Wii.-liiiiiil<in, Fibritarij 0, IHoiV

I have been instructed by Her M.ijrsty's Covernnuuit to call the serious attention of the Covern-

liient of the I'nilcd Slates to'ihe uiis.uisfactory and ha/ardous state of tliiuus which eontinues t<) exist

on the bouiulary which divides the Torritory of Washiii,i,'tou from the llritish I'ossessions occujiied by

the Hudson's I'.ay (.'oniiiany ; and Her Maji.'sly's (iovermuent direct me to e.x|iress their re^jrt t that

their rejicatcd leiiionstrances have not led to any liu'asures which seem to have succeeded in reslrailiiiif:

the aets of the authorities of that Ten-itory.

1 have already had the honour of addressiu.L: your Ile].artment (in a note ti> Mr. Hunter on the

'JTtli duly last), res]iectin^ the depredations uiion the propertv of the Hudson's Lay ("onipany on the

Island ot' San Juan, by ^ir. Kllis Laruc^.s. SberilV of Watcom County, of the Territory of \Vashin.t,'ton, in

virtue id' an alle.i:ed claim for taxes A\w to the authorities of the Territory ; and 1 have imiw the honour

to enclose the copy of a further letter fnun the tioveriior of tlu^ Hudson's Lay Comjiany, together

with its accoiuiinnyim,' documents, in re,Ljard to the same matter, from which it aiipeais that no

reparation whatever" has been made to the Comi)iiny for tlie viuy heavy losses which they incurred (.n

that occasion.
^

Vou will at oiu'C Jierceive, Sir, that the occur'cnee in question has arisen out of the Coiillictini;

<'lainis of the authorities of Vancouver's Lsland and of AVashinoton Tenilory to the juri.sdietiiui of the

Island of San Juan, as a])pertainin!,', under the ]irovi,don3 of the Treaty between Cleat Liitain and the

L'liited States of lS4ti, to the dominions of their respective (lovernmciits.

San duan is one of Ibe small islands lyin;,' in' the (iilf id' (iemfiia, between Vaiu ouver's Isi.ind

and the maiidand; and the ipiesi ion which has arisen between the 'iiartics re;4ards the iiositiiui of the

channel throuL,'h tlie nuddle of which, by the provision i f the 'I'reaty of L-ilH, the biumdary line is to

hi! run.

In the early ]iail of the year LS-tS, I had the honour, by the iustruclum (jf Her .Majesty s

Covernment, to iu-o|iose to the Government of the United States to name a .loint Commission for the

purjiose of markini; out the north-west biuindary ; and more iiartieidarly that jnirt of it in the neiLdi-

boinhood of Vanciuiver's Islanil, in rej;ard to wiiich.as you will |iercci\e from a reference to iiiy note of

the loth January of that year to ihe Iloniu\rable James Luchanan, the Svcretary of State ('f the United

States, Her Majestv's C.overnment already foresaw the ptissibUity (d' the occurrence of nu.sunilor-
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