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ships unless the bhiiic lielcmireil to the ((luiitl-y nf which the

gouils were the priHJiue. iinii fmiii whieh they were impcirteil;

nor eoulil t!o<nl» the pnnluee of Anierien lie iiiiportecl into the

I'niteil Kinijiloin to lie iiseil therein in forei^'n ships nnless thiy

were ships lielonfint' to the eoiintry of whieh the pmils were the

prisluee or from whieh they were iinporteil. To olitain the re-

peal of these restrietions Wlls the olijeet of the petitions to whieh
I refer, and their repeal naturally followeil upon the triumph
of the Kree Trailed niovemeiit. And so the dates of the events

markint? that triumph eoineide with the dates of the eoneession

of responsible t'overninent to th» British eoUmies. The year
1846 whieh witnessed the aliolition of the Corn Laws in Enirlnnd
witnessed also the passins; of the Ini|MTial Aetlxi authorizinu
the British colonies in America to reiluee or n^penl by their own
legislation the duties imposed by the Imperial Acts to which I

have referred up(ui foreien foods imiiorted from fi.ivii;n coun-

tries into the colcraies in (|ucstion. The Imperial .\ct of 184il(()

repealed the navigation laws and alloweil the River' St. Lawrence
to be used by vessels of all nations: while the year 1854 saw-

in the reciprocity treaty between Canada and the United States

the first instance of a trade treaty being negotiated between a
foreiRn power and a British colony as distinct from the Mother
Country. And six years from 1846 to Ury> witnessed the tran-

sition of the power of (tovernment over olonial internal afl'airs

from DowninR Street to the Kreat colonies. By his celebrated
report of 1839, Lord Durham had recommended a federal union
of the provinces of Ijower and Upper Canada, aiul an executive
council responsible to the Assembly. The Hrst was carried into

effect by the Union Act of 1840(«), the second was definitely

established by the royal instructions to Lord Elfin in 1847. and
by 1848 the provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and .\ew Bruns-
wick were in the full enjoyment of a .system of self-frovernment.

Thus we have pas.scd from the time when Lord Cbntham

(SI Imp. ».la \ict. 0. !I4.

(') Imp. 12-l.'i \'irt. c, 2fl.

(«) Imp. 3-4 Viet. c. .Vi.


