
j^ A COURTESANS LIKE

Tibiillu> without T>lia. Catullus uithout Loshia, ProiHTtHH

without rviitliia. Demetrius without Laiuia, who is his glory

at this ilav?"

"Hlondn talk-in;: of Demetrius in tho opera housp sooms

to lue ratiiertoostroii;:of the Ifrhnh:' said Hixiou in his neigh-

bor's ears.

"Anil where would tlie emi>ire of the Oirsars have been

but f(.r these (|ueens?"' Blondet went on; "T.ais and Hhodopc

are (.ireeee and Ku'vpt. 'PIh v all indeed ar.^ the poetry of

the ages in which they live.l. This poetry, whieh Napoleon

lacked—for the Widow n( his (inat Armv is a barraek jest,

was not wanting to the Kevolution; it had Maibune Tallien!

In these davs there is certainly a throne to let in France

which is for her who can till it. We among us could make

a queen. 1 should have Lnven i,;i 'Porpille an aimt. for her

mother is too decidedly dead on the field of dishonor; du

Tillet would have given her a niaiisi.)n. Lou>teau a carnage,

Eastignac her footnuti. iles Lupeaul.x a eook. Finot her hats"

— Finot could not -uppress a shrug at -'anding the point-

l)lank fire of this epigram—"Vernoa woidd have composed

lier advertisements, and liixiou her reiiarteesl Tho aristoc-

racy wo\dd have come to enjoy themselv(>.-, with our Ninon,

where we would have got artists together, under pain of death

by newspaper articles. Ninon the second would have been

magnificent Iv im]>ertinent. overwhelming in luxury. Sh.o

would have set up opinions. Some prohibite<l dramatic mas-

terpiece sho\dd have be. n read in her drawing-room; it should

have lieen written f>n ]iurpose if necessary. She would not

luive been lil)> ral a courtesan is es.-entially monaichical. Oh,

what a She (uiLdit to hav(^ einl)race<l her whole century,

and slie makes love with a little young man 1 Lueienwillmake

a s(U't of hunting-dog of her."

'None .d the female powers of whom you speak ever

trudged the streets," said Finot, "and that pretty little 'rat'

lia-s rullcd in ilie mire."

"Like a lily-seed in the soil." replied Vernor
,

"and she

has improved in it and llowered. Hence her superiority.


