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confess frankly that it is flot absolutely
accurate. It te as complete as possible, but
flot absolutely so.

Mr. BERGERON. Is it costly?
Mr. FISHER. No, it costs simply the

salaries of the people here and the prlnting
of the forais.

Mr. LALOR. Do the people who give the
Information receive anythlng?

Mr. FISHER. A few dollars are pald
to the local secretary-treasurers who give
us the lists of persons to whom to apply,
but the people who filI in the forms get
nothing.

Mr. BERGERON. That would flot be
muchl.

Mr. FISHER. It is $2 or $3 in each case.
The whole thing practically costs very lit-
tie more than the salaries of the officers
here to whom my hon. friend the leader of
the opposition referred, and some prlntlng.
We have the use of the mails for nothlng
and the returns are bronght ln free, and the
resuit is we shaîl be able in a few weeks to
place before the country a fairly accurate
census of the agriculture of Canada for this
last year. The whole of this cost amounts
to $30,0WO this year, but that includes aIl the
statisti' cal work of the departmnent whlch,
before this kind of work was begun, cost
froin $15,000 to $18,000. We Imagine that
at a cost of $15,000 for the statIstical branch
every year, apjlrt from census year, we shaîl
be able to Issue these Interiai statistical
statements of the production and trade of
Canada. The work Is belng done ln such a
way that it will not cost nearly as much as
It ia worth.

Mr. BERGERON. That will no doubt be
of advantage in taking the next census.

Mr. FISHER. Yes, we are able to take
the censuses ln Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta much more cheaply In couse-
quence of having a permanent staff. We
did ail the preparatory work in the office
without employing extra men. We only em-
ployed extra men during the compilation.
We used our permanent officiaIs as commis-
sioners. The chief officers were al taken
from our permanent staff.

Statistical Year-book, $6,000.
0Mr. BARR. Is the present Year-book any

Improvement on last year's ? Last year's
book was very defective. Three years ago
the Year-book had a lot of valuable infor-
mation, but last year a great deal of Infor-
mation given ln former yenrs was left out.
1 hope the bon. gentleman will return to the
former custom and give uýb a Year-book
which will contain vaînable Information.

Mr. FISHER. I hoped to lay the book on
the~ table before Christmas, but I arn sorry
tinit I cannot bring it down before early ln
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January. The only difference la that 1 have
omitted information about foreiga countries.
The information about Canada is as com-
plete and very much the same as it bas
been for years.

Mr. BARR. That wlll depreclate its use-
fuinesa very much.

Mr. BERGERON. Who prepares the
Year-book ?

Mr. FISHER. The staff of the census.

Mr. DANIEL. Lat yèar the minister
proinised he would alter the Year-book la
certain respects so as to remove the objec-
tions which some of us made. But from
what he bas just said, I preaume he la not
going to make any change.

Mr. FISHER. What were the points of
objection ?

Mr. DANIEL. When Mr. Johnston had
the making of the Year-book there was a
great deal more information ln It especlally
wvitb regard to foreiga countries and other
miatters which I cannot recaîl mast now.
The hon, gentleman promised he would
have the book inlproved s0 as to make It as
useful as the former one. la laat year's, a
great many of the tables were simply ex-
tracts from the census, and It did not con-
tain the varlety of useful Information which
we found lu the former publication. From
what I heard, that seemed to be the general
opinion.

Mr. FISHER. My hon. friend Is quite
rIgbt la saylng that last year's book had a
good deal of census la It, but that was be-
cause it was the first Year-book published
after the census wns taken. Wbat was
taken from the censns however consisted of
compilations, in which the striking and main
facts were put together la such a way as to
make them comprehensive in their relation
to one another. That having been done
at year, it will z;ot be repeated this year,

and the tables will be on diff erent subjects,
except that certain things are put lu every
year and brought up to date so as to give
the Information whlch It has been customary
to gîve for many years.

Mr. DANIEL. WIII the Information for
the year be to the end of the present fiscal
year, the 3lst March, or as before to Decem-
ber, 31st ?

Mr. FISHER. 1 must confess that I do
not know. I should thInk however It wonld
be to the end of Our fiscal year, becanse the
information la the 'Year-book Is taken from
the departaiental returns largely, which are
made up to the end of the fiscal year.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. 1 do not agree with
the minIster that we should cut down the
statistical Year-book and not give the Infor-
mation given iu former years, partlcularly


