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LUMBER RAPTS PROM BRITISH COLUMBIA.
JAMEis RouuiiiisoN, owner of the patentcd

Robertson raf ts, sa famous on the Nova Scotian
coast, as %vell as on the Pacific, sailed front Van-
couver reccntly on the Enîpress of India tor the
Orient. Mr. Robertson, the VTancouver World
Says, is on bis wvay ta Japan for the purpose of
arranging there for the sale of several of the
rafts, wvhich are to be built in Britislh Columbia
waters near Vancouver, and sent across the
Pacific in towv of sorte tramp steamers.

During bis stay ini Vancouver, tie World re-
marks, ÏNr. Robertsor made all the neccssary
arrangements at this end of the fine, and nav hoe
lias gone ta japan ta close there tor the large
lunîber contract that he has in hand. This wvil]
bc the first of thie famous lumber rafts ta be made
in British Columbia, althougbi several of them
have durng thîe fast two or tbirce years heen
made on Puget Sound. The rafts ivere invented
quille a number af years ago in Nova Scotia, and.
the first timber sent by thei ivent ta the nmarket

along the castern coast af the States. Thfoy were
tawed by large accan tugs, and altagether the
systen bias been a complete success. Several of
the rafts bave been sent fromi Puget Sound to
San Francisco. The last ore met witlî misfor-
tune, but ht was later picked up intact and taken
ta port. It appears fram the statement of Mr.
Robertson that tbe hawser betiveen thie tugboat
and tbe raft was cut by the seamnen, wbio are
opposed ta this method ai ocean towing, iii tbat
it claes awvay with the natural wvork of loading
ships and sa an. Another steamier %vas comn-
pelled ta spend 20 days in loaking up the lost
lumber, but aiter inding it she brought it safeiy tai
San Francisco. Mr. Robertson bias at the present
time anotlier raft building on Puget Soutid, but
lately lie bas concelved the ideu ai taking it
across the Pacific, instead ai ta the soufli, and
lias gone over ta tbe ather side ta inake the final
arrangements about the deal.

To take ane af the rafts acrass tie Pacific will,
ai course, be the longest tow that wvas lever

attempted, but Mr. Robertson daes not think
tiiere ivill be any additional trouble in cannec'ion
with it.

The~ last cargo taken ta San Francisco on-
si-ted af 22,OO,oaafeet af luniber, the raft b Ing
6oo feet long, 40 icet wvide and about 25 iet:' in
dcptlî. It is reportcd that the first one ta J1.pan
shall bc of about this size, and shaped like a ci,,-r.
The principle ai construction is that Uic Iogý are
bound together wvith steel wire rapes, wvrapped
araund the body af the raft, and through ii foi.
the entire lengtlî. The raft is made in a craiie,
wvhich, in the case of the Seattle rafts cost ab)out
$8,ooo. Tie raft is built up an the sidcs Iligler
tlîan in the middle, and thon the cables are
wvrapped around it. The centre is then filled in,
and as it docs the %vhole rait sctilcs and the tablhe
becoins tighter ail the trne. The raft ks .UIed
as heavily as possible, and stili the cable becs mes
tigbter. The raft is launched and the ralhuîg
motion af the sea makes the raft still -;trotiger,
and in a short time it is ready for the acean trip.
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