24

LAW JOURNAL.

[JANUARY,
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Practice—Miepnder of defendunts—Discretion of the yuwige as (o
amending the record—Common Law Procedure fet.

By the C. T. I, Act it shall and may be lawful for the Conrt or
# judge in case of the joinder of too many defeudantsin any action
on contract at any time before the trial of <uch cau<e to order
that the name or names of one or more of such Jdefendants be
struck out 1f it shall appear to such Court or judge that injustice
will not be done by such amendmont.

Hetd, that the court in bane. will not resiew the discretion of the
Juldge whcre he has refused to awmend, contra, where be may have
amended improperly.

REVIEWS,
Tue Nowrn-Biirisu Review for November is befure uy,
and ia an excellent number,

The discussion which is now taking place upon Theological
subjects, vccupies the first pagzes 'with a genial yet conservutive
article under the heading of ** Modern Thought, its progress
und consummation” which is well worth a perusal.

The events which have lately transpired in Syria, render
interesting, an account of the Druises, the tribe which during
the past year has so fiercely revived the animosity of the Ma-
hommedan to the Christian.

Critical and generous notices of the writings and literary
position of Leigh Hunt, Lord Macaulay and the American
Humorists give 'a graceful attraction, while a carefully pre-
pared paper upon the * Province of Logic and recent British
Logiciany” enters fully 1nto nn abstruse subjeet, with a lucidity
of style necesaary for the general reader, and an ability to be
admired by the student whatever his metaphysical views.

There is also an article upon the South American Republics,
whose progress seem to have been impeded throughout their
entire history, by internal contests not unlike the one now
threatening the more powerful republic of North America.

Ouher papers upon Revivals, &e., conclude the quarterly.

Tue EcLectic Magazise for Jaouary is reccived.

This magazine it will be recollected is made up of selections
from the best current foreign literature, together with embel-
lishments.

‘The embellishments of the present number relate to historic
events of France and England in the divorce of the Empress
Josephine and King Heni y'the V1L, and Anne Boleyn.

Several selections from Italy, Sicily, and Syria, are at pre-
s(int. opportune considering the great interest now felt in theso
places.

The Reviews contribute other entertaining articles among
whici i a noticeable a paper from the Bretish Quarterly with
the heading of * Hours with the Mystics.” It reviews the dif-
ferent phases presented by Sabbatism, Gnosticism and Mys-
ticism from the earliest times.

We take this opportunity of thanking the enterprising
publishers for two premium plates beautiful in design and
well executed called respectively * Sunday Morning and * Re-
turned from Market.”

PaTENTS 0F Canaba, FrRom 1824 1o 1849. Toronto: Printed
by Levell & Gibson, Yonge Street, 1860,

The business of the Patent Office in Canada having (accord-
ing to the Prefuce) within the last few vears greatly increased,
the government have deemed it advisuble to follow the exam-
ple of other countries and to pubhish from time to time the
specifications and drawiugs of all Patents issued in the Pro-
vinee,

The volume before us (700 pages) contains the specifications

of Patents issued in hoth Provinees hefore and after the vnion,
from the gear 1820 to January 1344, and of the rpecitications
and drawings from the latter period till 1849,

It has wot heen thought advisable to incur the expense of
engraving drawings of those inventions the patent right of
which expired in January, 1858 : for (ns well remarked in the
Preface} the pablication of the names and specifications of
such ia sufficient notice of their having existed, and that they
have by the expiration of fourteen years, now become public
property.

We understand that a recond -olume of the publicaticn will
be iasued on or before 1at May naxt.

We cannot too highly recommend this well directed effort
of the Canadian Government. The pateat interest is now be-
coming in Canada, as in ulder countries, one of great import-
ance. Few there are who understand or pretend to understand
the intricacies of the law repulating the granting of Patents
forinventions ; Lut to solicitors concerned in the issuing of
patents, and to all inventors intending to apply fur patents, a
knowledge of patents previously granted is most essential.

We regret to say that applications for Letters Patent are too
often prepared by men who know nothing of the law relating
to such applications. The result és incompreliensible specifi-
cativns—and will be endless and vexatious law suits.

It is the fashion with every man who feels himself able to
spell the Queen’s Inglish, and to reduce it to passable syntax
to prepare agreements, deeds, mortgages, and other such writ-
inga. That fask.ion is now bLeing extended to the preparation
of tha more difficult writings necessary to the obtaining and
validity ot Letters Patent for invention. 'I'he consequences
will full upon those who are sufficiently * penny wise and
pound foolish ' to em Mloy mere scriveners.

Lawyers however have no good grounds tocomplain of ** these
fashions.” The most tedious chancery suits, and the most pro-
tracted law suits are those that arise upon the the constraction
of bungled conveyancing. We know one instance where a
man to save ¥3 employed a schoolmaster to pre&mre a mort-
gago, and alterwards had the pleasure of paying $200 to have
it reformed in Chancery 8o as to express what was really
intended by the parties, and what a lawyer of any experience
could not have failed to express.

Brackwoop’s MacazINg is received.

It contains the conclusion of an argument upon the henefits
of Iron-clad ships of War, a paper upon Social Science, and
some entertaining matter of a light character.
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