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VICE -CHN kCERos \ICKIcNS.

iDecember, 1873.

TfW rsoEN (Me1. JUSTICJE). " A VeVy getlaLW-
yer."--MeI. Serjeut WilliamiS iu ciete te Bt-
sec V. W'elby, '2 Saund. 155 a, dth el ; 2
Wmis. -Notes to Savui. 454.

Wvr o~'s Ccuoxiceas Vv, on1 COMu's.ar

not W eitteu b-1. Wats0eu, but by Me. Place, of
Yoek" Bobon.J., ia 1 Buire. 807. "Me.-

Place, of Gray's Inin, was thue true a'uthoe."
Wfcs cV. T/vC BiS/cep Of £i2Cnel., 2 W ilS.

195. Thce work is repenld by BLack-
stotie, 1 Coumm. ch. Il.

SELEJCTIONS.

VICF-CIL4NCÈILLOR TVIC)K.EN.

The late Vice C'hanceilor Sir John
Wickesïs,iwho died on tlie 23îd Oct., ut
hie rosilence, Chilgeoo, noe Chichiester,
in tico fifty-inintli ycar of his age, was the
secocnd son of tha late daines Step,ýIon
Wickens, Esg., solicitor, of Chaudcos
street, Caveniilih-(}iae, Lonîdon, by
.Anno Goodcnoiisgb, daughiter of Johin
llayter, Esq., of Wintorbcursîo Stoko,
Wilts, and sister of the Ritght Hou. Sir
'Williain Goodonoughi tiiyter, of Southi-
li Park, Berks. île wes boni ici tise
year 1815, and was cducated under IDr.
IK»,ate et EÊton, where hoe obtained. the
INen cst1e Schiolanship, anJ soosi after-
-wrus he weas elected toanui open seholar-
shlp et Balliol College, Oxford, thon iii the
Jîeio-ht of its first successos under the late
Dr., Jenkins, afterwards Dean of Weolls.
At Os'ford lie, closed lis undergraduate
carcor, dueinig svhich lie obtainod, anong
other cdistinctionîs, the PeciaoPrize
for Euglisi Veu.e. iy taking lis Bachot-
or's degi1co iiiMcîla Torni 1836, as
a " double first cliess." lHe did not, lion'-
ever, oktain tise iuchc eoîeoted bonour of
a Baliiol Fellowship. as lus facetions pro-
ponsitios haci shown thenîsolves in sevensi
practical jokes aegainist tie master andi
tutors of Jais coihoeo, which appoaroul
to thora to rentier it extreineiy douitfui
Nviiether hoe would ever settie downi into
a staid, sobîr, and denuee ' Don," sudh
as tbey ivho cororgatedl in tie Balliol
Commion lioorn. He afterwards settled
in1 Londoun to stndly for the Bar, cand in
Easter Terni. 1840, lie %vas caibed by the
Honourable Society of Liincolnl's-inn, andi
in a short tfine obtained a considerable
practice. lis reputation as an cquity

draftsnan while at the Bar 'ras very great,
anJ lie was believed to possess a InOst ac-
curato acquaintance -,ith the science of
Chancory plcsding, which, as most of our
readrs knoîv, is a branch of knowlcdge
not now rnnch cuitivatedi In 1868 ho was
appointeci to succeed tise presont Lord,
Justice James, ivho ives thon niaffo a
Vice Chancelior of Lnglaend, as Vice-
Chancollor of the Duchy of Lanicaster,
a position wbicli las ofroîs proved a stop-
iug stoue to the benci of tie Rigli Court
of Chancery. Me. Wickens Leii et the,
saine turne another office whicà is iiow
iooked upon as giviiu- its occupant a stili
gcestr claiiii tu a judgeship. le acteil
for sone tim as what s Calied, the Attor-
ney-Cienoral's ", Bevil", in Ilqîsity. lun
April, 187 1, the decoased jdes~odu
Sir John. Stuart, on1 lus resÂanatîon, lis One
of th2 Vice-Chaucliors of Englauci.
Ti'-e career of Sir John W ickens on the
J udicial bench, thougis so short, was suffi,
dient to show that ho, possesýeç1 the very
lhighe. t ejuaiMes whicli oaa ho looked for
itu au oquity judge. Indoed, ho lied.
showcul hirnif to ba abundantly en-
dosved witih these cvcn -wlien prtctxLslug
ut tue lBar. There was atways suehs
fair and judicial in bis arguments as an
<advocate- lIn his judicial capacity Sir
John Wickens was callecl upoîs to deal
with a sniner of difficuit cases, includ-
iieg in particular, rnany which iinvoivecl
the construction of wiils, and very few of
Jais docisions wore called in question with
success. lis naie is peehups best known
to tise public as the ude hodecided
the ca3e ot Âylesford v. MVorKs, -wliich at
the timue wL5 very niuch canvassed ici all
quarters. Vice-Chaucellor W'ickens. it,
wiIl be romembcred, relioveol the Pari of
Aylesford froin a b îrgain by whicic lie
lied agreed te pay -within sir, months of
bis attainiag his nîajoeity interest et the
rate of sixty per cent. for a loan of mnoney,
and ihe Vice-Chanceilor'8 decision ia si
Marchi hast uplield on appeal by the Lord.
Chancollor aud the Lords Justices-. Hoe
was a staff gownsrnn dowsi to his elova-
tion to the Bendi, aii appointinent xhc
hoie lu for many years as Eqjuiïy Juniorý
te, the Attorney-Qeneral being incoinpati--
bis with his taking k4ilk, and lie noverý
aspired to a se-at in Parlianment. " Sir
John Wickens," says a coîitemporary,,
"4was one of tiiose mon whose elevationý
did not place a diUw&nc bptwaean;himselfI


