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Nonmat Senoor.—Onve hundred and twenty jour names have been
adwitted on the books as Stadents of the Nori.al Schoo lduring the Win-
ter Session, berides many spplications rejected Jir want of qualifications
in the candidates. This is the lurgest number yet aduiitted to the Noi-
mal School, «t the commeucement of auy oue Session.

Scuoot. Houst ARCHITECTURE.——In the present number we conciude
the articles aud iltustratious intended for this volame on School hcuse
Architecture.  In the prospectus of the valume we expressed cur inten-

tion to furnish at the rate of one illustration esch mouth. We have
given more thay three times that number.
sent nuwmber are from an excellent work, entitled The School and
School Master, by Bisuor PotTeRr, of Philadelphia, nnd the Rev. G. B.

Exzrsoy, of DBostou.

The illosteations in the pres

IurorTaNcE oF THE Sousp Evvcation oF acH Vorer.—In the Rev,
Mr. Maix’s Lectare on the Importance of our Common Schools, deliver-
od at Boston, before the Amsrican Institute of Instruction, tho following
singular iucidents are mentioned ;— )

.+ Some of the most momentous measnres of cur State and National
Governments have been decided by the votes of one or two individuuls.
In the decision of the Missouri question, (wo votes only eularged the
borders and rivited the curse of elavery vpon our country. And it is, |
believe, susceplible of pruof, thut t e war with Englund in 1812 would
not have heen waged, but for one vote given in a pussion by an obscure
individual in Rhode Island. That vote uffected the election of that oue
member of the Ulited States Senate, to whose vofe at an important
crisis may be ascribed the subsequent decision of the Scuute, to plunge
onrcouu;r)‘ into the horrors and vast expenditure of that useless coufliel.””

———

IxzeLircTual LaBourRERS. —¢¢ Zeno and Chrysisspus,” says Seneea,
¢t did greater things in their studies, thau if they had led arwics, borne
offices, or given luws, which indeed they did, not to vue city aloue, but
to all mankind.”

Procrrss oF THE CoumoN ScnooL Systex 18 THe Lospvox Disiricr,—
Eztract of the Report of W. Evvwr, Esq., Disirict Superintendent, pre-
sented to the Municipul Council lust month.—* It is nearly four and a
holl years since L hud the ho.our lo be intrusted with the coufidence of
the District Council as Superiutendent of the Comimnon_Schools of the
Distriet.
then hoped to witness, have been realized.

1 will not say that the improvemeunts iu those Schools which I
But I can say that I believe
the progress which the cause of popolur instruction has made in this
District during that time, has yet been onward.
many localities which at this moment seem to furnish a contradiction to
this assertion. DBut take the District at lurge, and it will be fouud that
many new schools have been established in the receutly settled parts of
the Towuships where before there was none—many schoo! houses of a
better description have been erected—a better supply of books procured
~—and upon the whole, the character of the Teachers has been raised
and remnuneration increased. The cause of cducction then, I would
say, has prospered thus fur in the District, that the means of instruction
in elementary brauches is furnished to every pareat who is disposed to
avail himself of the opportunity ; a system of public instruction has been
firmly established, and a couviction of the high necessity of instructing

It is true there are

the youth seems to have become more general among our population.
But beyond this, there remains much to be doue before we shall see our
Schools upon that thoroughly efficient footing which is desiruble.”

Statistics of French Lilerature.—1t is calculated that from the
1st January, 1840, 10 the Ist Aogust, 1849, there were issued from the
press in France, 87,000 uew worke, volumes gnd pamphlets ; 3,700 re«
printa of ancient literature, and French clcesic authors; and 4,000

translations from modern languages—one third of the latter from the
English, the German and the Spanish coming next in nuaibers, and the
Portuguese and Swedish languages having furnished the smallest con-
tributions. Nine hundred dramatic authors are named of pieces produe-
ed on the stage, and afterwurds published : 60 only of comedies and
dramas not acted. Among the publisied worke are 200 on Occult
Sciences, Canulism, Chiromancy, Necromancy, &c. and 75 volumeson
beruldry und Genealogy. Suocial Science, Fouricrisin, Communism, and
Socialisin of ail seets, count 20,000 works of all sizes ; 6,000 Romances
and Novels ; and nore than 800 works of Travel. According to a cal-
culation, Jor which the anthority of M. Didot’s (the publisher) name is
given, the paper employed in the priniing of «!l these works would more
than twice cover the surface of the 86 departinents of Frauce. —[Galig-
Lidie

Fuwilics of Literary Men.—The Quarterly Review, in discus-
sing an objection fo the Copyright bill of Mr. Sergeant Talfourd, which
was teken by Sir Edward Sugden, gives somne very curious particulars
about the progeny of literary men. ** We are not,” suys the wiiter,
‘v going to speculate ubout the cunses of the fuct, but a fact it is, that
men distingaished for extraordinary intellectual power of any sort, rare-
ly lenve more than a very brief line of progeuny behind them. Men of
genios huve searcely ever done so; men of imeginative genius, we
might say, nlmest never.  With the one exception of the noble Surrey,
we cannot ut this mement point oot a representative in the male line,
even a0 far down #s in the third generation, of any English poet ; and
we believe the case is the same in France. The blood of beings of thas
order eun seldom he traced far down even in the female line. With the
exception of Surrey and Speucer, we are nol aware of uny great English -
author of at all remote dute, from whose body any living persou claims
to be descended.  There is no other real English poet prior to the mid-
dle of the eighteenth ceutury, and we believe no greater author of uny
sort, except Clarendon and Shaltsbury, of whose blood we have any
inheritance amongst us. Citnucer’s only sou died childiess: Shukspeare’s
line expired in hir daughter’s only daughter.

Koune of the other dramatiste of that age left any progeny ; nor Ra-
leizh, nor Bacow, nor Cowley, uor Butler. The grand-daughter of
Mitton was the lust of his blood. Newton, Locke, Pope, Swift, Arbuth-
not, Hame, Gibbon, Cowper, Gray, Walpole, Cavendish {and we might
greatly extendthe list,) never married. Neither Bolingbroke, nor Addison,
nor Warburton. nor Johoson, ner Burke trinsmitted their blood. - M.
Reuouard’s lust argument against a perpetuity in literary property is that
it would be founding another uoblesse. Neither jealous aristocrasy nor
envious jacohinism need be under much alarm.  When a ht man raes
Lias produced i.s ¢ bright e usummute flower® in this kind, it secms evm-
monly to be nearits end.”

Poor Goldsmith might have been mentioned in the nbove list. The
theory is illustrated in our own day. The two greatest names in scisnce
and in literatare, of our time, were Davy and Walter Scott. The first
died childless. Sir Walter left four children, of whom three are dead 3
only one of whom (Mrs. Lozkhart) leaving issue; and the fourth
though living, aud long warricd has no issue. 'These are curious
facts,

———

Popular Literature.—The whole subj>ct of popular literature
requires the deepest considcration. The press is pouring out every day
u tide of books, which distract the attention, weaken the judgemnt, cor-
rupt the taste, and defy the criticisn of the public by their very multi- -
tude. Every one, youug or old, man or womau, fool or wise, thinke
himself able to say something which may catch the public eye, to raise
himself either money or notoriety. Thoe whole world is become a great
school, wheie all the pupils huve turned themselves into teuchers; and
the ravenous appetite of un idle people, always craving for some new
excitement, or amusement, and ready to swallow the most unwholesome
food, is daily stimulating the market. What should we say if a man
had the power of volatilizing a grain of arsenic that its efluvium should
spread over a whole country, entering into every house, and penetrating
to the most vital parts of the body 7 And vet until it is shown that the
haman mind is good itself, and the source of good,~that it is not, what
we kuow it to be, save only when purified by religion, corrupt itself and
a corrupter of others ; this power, which every man possesses and which
s0 many exercise, of diffusing their thoughts over the world, and insinun-
atiog them into the heart of a nation, is, in reality, the power of spread-
ing a pestileutial miasma. —[ Edinburgh Review.
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