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As the circle in which I stood inclosed, was by this time much thinned,

and death seemed to be approaching with hasty strides, it was proposed by

some of the most resolute, to make one vigorous effort, and endeavor to

force our way through tlie savages, the only probable method of preserv-

ing our lives, that now remained. This, however desperate, was resolved

on, and about twenty of us sprang at once into the midst of them.

In a moment we were all separated, and what was the fate of my com-

panions I could not learn till some months after, when I found that only

six or seven of them efiected their design. Intent only on my own

hazardous situation, I endeavored to make my way through my savage

enemies in the best manner possible. And I have often been astonished

since, when I have recollected with what composure I took, as I did,

every necessary step for my preservation. Some I overturned, being at

that time young and athletic, and others I passed by, dexterously avoiding

their weapons ; till at last two very stout chiefs, of the most savage tribes,

as I could distinguish by their dress, whose strength I could hot resist,

laid hold of me by each arm, and began to force me through the crowd-

I now resigned myself to my fate, not doubting but that they intended

to dispatch me, and then to satiate their vengeance with my blood, as I

found they were hurrymg me towaid a retired swamp that lay at some

distance. But, before we had got many yards, an English gentleman of

some distinction, as I could discover by his breeches, the only covering

he had on, which were of fine scarlet velvet, rushed close by us. One

of the Indians instantly relinquished his hold, and springing on this new

object, endeavored to seize him as his prey ; but the gentleman being

strong, threw him on the ground, and would probably have got away,

had not he who held my other arm quitted me to assist his brother.

I seized the opportunity, and hastened away to join another party of Eng-

lish troops that were yet unbroken, and stood in a body at some distance.

But before I had taken many steps, I hastily cast my eye toward the gen-

tleman, and saw the Indian's tomahawk gash into his back, and heard

him utter his last groan. This added both to my speed and desperation.

I had left this shocking scene but a few yards, when a fine boy, about

twelve years of age, that had hitherto escaped, came up to me, and

begged that I would let him lay hold of me, so that he might stand some

chance of getting out of the hands of the savages. I told him that I

would give him every assistance in my power, and to this purpose, bid

him lay hold ; but in a few moments he was torn from my side, and by

his shrieks I judge was soon demolished. I could not help forgetting my
own cares for a minute, to lament the fate of so young a sufferer; but it

was utterly impossible for me to take any methods to prevent it


