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•ought the eminences around them, till all through the T«lleyi nothing but
little black inlands of human beings were to be seen on the surface. Oh,
what fierce stniprgles there were for life among them 1 ... No one
yet dreamed of the high grounds being covered, least of all the moun-.
tains. At length a oound was heard that sent paleness to every cheek,
and chained every tongue in mute terror. It was a far-distant roar, faint

but fearful, yet sounding more distinct and ominous every moment till it

filled idl the air. The earth trembled and groaned under it, as {f an
earthquake was on fts march, and ever and anon c*me a crash, as if the

ribs of nature were breaking. Nearer and nearer and more terrible it

grew, till men, forgetting alike their pleasure and their anger, rushed out
in the storm, whimpering, ' The flood ! The flood

!
' And lo ! a new sea,

the like of which no man had ever seen before, came rolling over the
crouching earth, stretching from horizon to horizon as far as the eye could
reach, losing itself like a limitless wall in the clouds above ; it came
pouring its terrible and massive waters onward ; while the continual and
rapid crash of falling forests and crushed cities and uptom mountains,
that fell one after another under its awful footsteps, and the successive

shrieks that pierced the heavens, rising even above the deafening roar of
the on-rushing ocean, as city after citv and kingdom after kingdom disap-

peared, made a scene <^ terror and norror inconceivable, nndescribab^
Tlie fountains of the great deep were broken up. Bnt the lait cry of
human agony was ^.t length stopped, ocean met ocean in its flow, and the
waves swept on without a shore. Oh, what a wreck was there I—the
wreck of 2,000 years, with their cities, cultivated fields, and mighty popu-
lation 1 Not smvered ibasta and broken timbers, the remains of some
gallant vessel, were seen oq the turbulent surface, out the fhigments of a
eruAhed and broken world."

This is an a.vful picture of the infatuation of the antediluviaaa ; but we
may ceai^onably asK, Are mankind, as a nde. any different in this respect
now to what they were before the flood? we can unnesitatindy answer
No! for we hvre the authoritv of Scripture for averring most emphatically,
They are not. Men have refused to Asteu to the voice of Ood in aU ages,

and assuredly will do so untilthe second adventofour Lordand Saviour Jesus
Christ ; and it ia Himself^ of whom it is written, " Never man spake like this

Man," who is my authority for this statement You cannot charge me
with ilUherality for reiterating the words of the Mavfiah* Tou cannot
even cidl it a mere assertion without dishonouring Christ. '. I neeq no higher
authority than His, and He solemnlv tells us, " As the ^avs of Noah were,
so shall also the coming of the Son ofMan be. For as in the days that were
before the flood they were eating and drinlung, martring ^nd giving in
marriage, until the dav that Noah entered the ark, and knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away ; so shall also the eoming of the Soa of
Man be" (Matt. xxiv. 37—39).
Qod never sends His juagments upon mankind without sufficient

warning. We have the warning now. May the Lord increase our faith,

and give us yA»a and understanding hearts. We shall then rei^ the
reward that never fails to rest upon those who put their trust in God. All
His belieinng secvants, in all ages, have been thus rewarded, and so it was
in the case of Noah. " By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not
seen as.vet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the aaving of hit houte :

by whiea he condemned the world and became heir to the righteousness
wbiohisbyfaUh."
We, too, shall reap the reward, and " condemn the world," if we will

diligently read God s Holy Word, and believe its teachings. Let us
Maceb, tkea, m tat hid treasure, and, leaving found the truth, let us,


