
l\

BOTANIC FAMIL Y PHYSICIAN. 135

The argot or rye spar, which is a very improper medicine,

was also frequently given in this case; but it ought to be

particularly guarded against in all cases.

Another instance happened in the country very recently,

only about six weeks since, where the doctor was with a

young woman in travail, who had fits. The doctor bled her,

and took away her child dead by force. The woman is yet

in a poor state of health. What could we expect otherwise,

where learned men forbid the laws of nature to take their

course, take the blood, " which is the life, " to enable wo-

men to go through with the most laborious task which na-

ture is called on to perform ? Consider of these things, my
friends, and govern yourselves accordingly.

Now let rac exhibit the other side of the picture. I was

called upon to attend a young woman in child-bed about

four weeks ago, eighty miles in the couiitry. I attended.

She had been sick, and sent for help before I arrived, and

had got about again. About one week after, she was taken

again, with every appearance that she would be delivered

soon. In about six hours the pains all flatted away; she

grew pale and dull in spirits, and the motion of the child

had nearly ceased. She had labored hard and got cold, and

had a bad cough, and the moisture of the glands was so

thickened, that she could not spit clear of her mouth. I

saw that there was no use in any further delay. On Thurs-

day I carried her through a thorough course of medicine,

and steamed her twice in the course of the day, and then let

her rest. About the same time she was taken the night be-

fore, to wit, about eleven o'clock, her pains were regular, her

animation and vigor returned; a fine son was born about

three o'clock, and she walked from the fire to the bed; a por-

tion of coffee and cayenne was administered, and a steaming

stone put to her feet. As soon as her perspiration was free,

all after-pains ceased, and there were none ofthose alarming

symptoms common to learned ignorance. The second day
she showed symptoms of a child-bed fever and broken

breasts. I carried her through another course of medicine


