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unable to refute fueh home Evideiiee, than to

my real Belief of its not being genuine : That
the Gunner might, while under my Command,
be intimidated ; and for that Reufon, figned

wliat 1 thought condueive to my Defence, up-

on an Enquiry into my Condud ; but that

now all Apprchenfions, whieh might obftrudt

•the Truth, being removed, he had the Courage

and Honelty to fpeak it. It is reafonable for

the Public to ma];e fuchConclurioiis when they

reried on the ImprchabiUty of a Gci:deman in

liigJi Repute for fecial Virtues^ great Learning

and Prudence^ bci?ig milty of a Crime jo Jia^

grant in its Nature, Jo dejirii5l:ve in its Confe-

qacnccs.

As the World cntcrt;;inr, this great Opinion of

M:'. DobbSy they could not, on one Hand be-

lieve him a Particeps Cri/ninis, an jiccomplice
;

or, on the otlicr, inuigine his Prudence was to

hcfurprifcd ; and yet fo true is the old Saying

Phe wife/i Man is failable j tliat here his

indifiitigable Lidujtry to difcovcr the Truth,

made him overlook the Characier given him
(by his own Friends, Mr. Lauriek and Gill) of

two oilmV/itneJJes, IsAv.Wigate arid Phompfon,

who had fuch an Influence over him, that Mr.
Lendrick's Confirmation of tlie Frozen Strait

i^ciirj; as I have lain it down, was of no
VVciglit. In his Letter dated from thz Orbieys,
Sept. i6, J742, printf-..'. in 1:1k; Ix^cws-Papers, lie

lays, *' Wit went o'Shorc to Uike a Survey from
" tlie Toj^ of a high Mountain, wlicn we could
^ fee the Sea all ralf froze in one folid Body for
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