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prqudicc of other hiilorics, tliat is, vvlio knows
JIG fadts but what are related in Mr. llumc, or

any other relation of them, and is void of any
political or religions prineipk\s relative to this

conilitution ; in Uiort, whole niind is free from
tlie (haekles of previous information. It is ama-
fe:ing what a new light he has thrown upon every

thing ; nay, one need but read this author to be

latislied, tliat wc are mifVaken in our opinions of

all the people of thofe times, both as to tlieir

Jiearts and their underhand ings. In partieular,

as to learned men, that Sir Francis Bacon was not

half th.c man we take him for, being exceeded

by many foreigners in many refpeds as a philo-

fopher, and that he was withal a mofl miferable

writer ; and as to the celebrated Defenjio pro Po-^

pulo AngUcano of Miltoq againft the Royalifts, it

was a fcurrilous, illiberal and contemptible per-

formance. In Ihort, from a few particulars and

palTages of lives and books, he eftabliflies univer-

fal politions with refpedl to the merit and de-

merit, and general cafl and charader of an author,

the whole life and condudt of a man, and the

tenor of a reign. Nothing; can be more fatif-

fac^lory. My Lord Clarendon, a good royal ift,

was liowever an Englidiman, fubjed: of courfe

to the national prejudices of one, and faw every

thing, therefore, with the eves of an JLngJijh

Tory ; but Mr. Hume is a foreigner, bred under

other laws, and tho' a royal ift too, yet he fees

things through very different mediums, and there-

fore judges more found ly, and, upon the impartial

ground of his own country, lays on the true and

proper colouring. In order to fee what different

writers they v\xre, and how differently they draw
cha-

ot

ana

llu

lool

tofc

of

and,

alth^

ins:

mmm, -:

»


