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Itruiora uf t'uimdik liiivu oncu L)uli>iiKu<l to thucliiwt tiillmror

lalxiurliiK iiDiii, or iiuiliniileH. Tlit<y huvu purcbiMMd thuir

IkruiH, iiriihubly hm wild litiiU, ut n tliim wluiii laiul could

be ubUiit-d Iriiiii Mn. to 'Jiih. \m- u< n*. 'i'lui uriiduitl Muttlu-

inont of lliu cKUiitry, addid to tlio ri'KullH of tliulr own
labour, hiM |ili»(;od llniu not only In an Indnpnndont poitl-

ll^i, l>ut olton uiuilu thoiu conipnriitlvi'ly wmillhy mon.
How hiivo tlmy Kxpt'ndi'd tlnlr wiuiltlW Flrnt, In Hur-

roundln^ tliuniNtslvuH with coiut'ortN; socondly, In pur-

flia.slu;( iVt'sli t'tirniN (wild land) for tltulr clilKlruu ur Ilium-

Rt'lviiH. Ui'iii'Milly tlii<y liikvi) rt'taliiud tlio prlmltlvunuidnNl

of simply a(runiulikliii)( dollur by dollur tbu nui'uHwtry

funds, and rctalnlnn It In tbflr own lioniuH until « IHvoni-

blo opportunity for oxiKindlnj; It ooi-urrod. TIiIh hoarding

prouuHH, tlioii;;!) vi*ryK«n<'rHl, linn not until livtuly oxlilbltod

.iny uvll t'MiiilH, l)oiiiusii tho ucouiiiulatlonN wuro .slowly

niitdi), HUiitll In amount and lluiltud In nunibiir. Hut
durlnjj till) puHt two ycarH, hl^b prlcus Imvo enablud

f^rmui-N to ai'cuniuliito rapidly and to a hir|{ii amount. Ah
hurotofoio, tliulr nalns havo bouuoxpuudod in thopurclmso
of wild land, and tliu pihu) of land baa rlHtin unorniouxly.

rtuppoNo that In one day tho farmurHal)out Toronto recolvo

in va,sh XJ,()i)o for tint whtiat thoy bring to luarkut : thU
.sum with a vury (iiuall dcduutlou dlxappearH at onou from
circulation ; no on day by day until the rw'IplentH havo
aucumulatud HutHciunt to uiaku fruHh purcluuiug of land,
probably In Motnu rumotu towuMlilp. I'aymunti) uru gunu-
rally mado by iiiNtaluutntN; and undur thuproH|x>et of uon-

tlnuud hi.i;li prlctw, thu temptation tosucuru "lotH" uf land
is IrroHl.stalilu. Not only Is a vory lartfo sum ofmonoy thuH
withdrawn from circulation, producin);; a pruKtiurti upon
cominurcial transactionH, but tenfl of tliou.sundfl render
thonisulvK.s liable for payments which tho bare occurrence
ofa decline in the price uf wheat to a dollar the bushel
would make it ditlicult, porbapH iuipogHlbie, for thorn to

meet. It Ih easy to see how thin condition of afTalrs would
react upon thesaiall Htorukeepers throughout thecouatrv,
and uliimatt'ly upon the merchants. A|;ain it may be ob-

served that during the past two years tho value of every
kind of I'aruilng proiluce has risen in the same proportion
aa products adapted for exportation, aud must so continue
until our ifrotd lines of traOic are completed through the
groat barrier. When these are ia active operation, it is

possible but not very probable that a reduction nuiy take
place. The great increase of population in the Atlantic
dtatos, the remarkable falling ofT iu their capabilitiof) to sup-
ply themselves, and " reciprocity," will most probably ope-
rate in maintaining present remunerative prices fur all

articles not dependent upon foreign demands. We possesb
a strong sprit of nationality which keeps us within our own
borders. The American, so culled, cares not wliother be
makes his homo in Ohio or in Minnesota, iu Indiana or in
Iowa; he is still in the Union, and knows no home tie sulH-
ciontly strong to overcome tlie desire for gain to be won by
moving a thousand miles to the West. Uur formers, it is

true, are continually selling out and going deeper into the
bush, but this is a process which must gradually exhaust
itself, as far as the agricultural region is concerned. They
remain, liowever, iu Canada ultimately, as permanent set-
tlers, and become, under the instruction of a continual
stream of practicid farmers and labourers from the old con-
try, excellent husbandmen. The importance of this feeling
of Nationality is liable to be overlooked; it is essentially
valuable as conducive to the improvement of the soil and
the prevalence of good husbandry. An American of the
great producing Western States, rapidly exhausts his farm
by repeated croppings, sells out, and seeks new land ; a
general rise in price, owing to increase of population, set-
tlement, railroads, 4c., amply remunerating him for his
"Improvements." This goes on continually, and the march
of the pioneer farmer is always westward. The result is,

that the average amount of crops raised in the old!er
states has been continually diminishing for years past;
and those which are considered the most advantageously
situated with regard to soil, climate, and means of com-
munication, such as Ohio for instance, are positively be-
hind Western Canada in average production. Wo are
continually increasing our averages and improving our
farms; ameliorating rather than deteriorating the con-
dition of the soil, because we are a comparatively
stationary people. In the States of the Union, the contrary
decidedly prevails. We shall soon exceed in absolute
production any single state of the American Union, as we
now exceed them in relative production. We possess
many singular advantages as an agricultural country
which are not generally enjoyed by our neighbours. Ex-
actly crossing the centre of Western Canada is a vast series
of gypsum beds, from which the excellent fertilizer may
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In* extracted la a ittute of ifrunt purity at a trilling

uxpunite : the tuuuu rockM extend as a ulrlpu Into .N<<w

Yurk on the unu hand and Norlbi'rn .Mlclilgan <>n tht>

other. In nearly everv part of Wesli'rn Cuiiaila wu tind

llmuitune, and It nut always In tho form of munMlvu iH'dii,

Nllll iM layers lK<twt<ttn UhIh of ai'Klllacenu.H hbalc, and
HUlHcU'ntly jturu for agricultural puiposi's. In tlm drill

clays which cover tlm cnuiitry, IIi'h, liowuver, our clili'f

wealth: ovit the whole of the agrUulturil ri'^lnii, wllh
tho nxcxption of pine-clot bed sand ridges, thi'so drll'i clays
constltutx the huIisoII, snunttlnms tun, snnu'tlnics two
hundred teut thick, and holding up that prlD'tcss tii'.'i.xuiv.

pure Kpi'ing wator. tio niarki'd is the liiflui'uci) of th>'

Lakiis wlii'h surround us un our clluiati', (bat s(hm'1i>s ot

trues which in tho Atlantic stalus only iviwU tli«

latitude of tbu nilddio of (Iblo, are found growliig
In the utmost luxuriuiicit in tlii< valley of tlm 'i'lianu'ii

In Wostorn Canada. Neilbor liavn wo so fr<-<|uuntl)

to lament the occurrence of droujibt, or < f suddeik
deluges of rain, which distinguish Ibe cliinali's of the
North Western :"tat»'H. Under these <'lrcumslanies of
climate, soil, and people, is it nut reasonaMe tn uiitiripatoa

bright future for tho aj^iicultural indiistiy nf Western
Canikda? What then will Ihj the position cjf tikis ciintry In
l8t>U'/ Is this a problent dllllcikit of snlutlun, <»' is it not
partially worked out lik the lessons which the past two
years havo taught us if Let us dwell for a few uiouients on
the scene around us, and then draw coiiclu.-ii lis as to
whikt we may bo permitted to soebofore the close ofunother
decade. Yonder to the north, tho dividing rld^e between
tho Ottawa Valloy and Lake Huron is already gained by
theadveuturouslumber-nien, and tho farmersuro following
from the Ottawa rapidly in their footsteps, ililliertu the
rivers and streams llowlug to tho tiast huvo IxM-ne, during
each spring freshet, the labours of tho winter towards tlic

at. Lawrence. Tlie summit ridge has been gained, how-
ever, and Lake Huron, liogius to receive the iriasui-es of
our forests to supply the wants of the wkst. Tho crest of
the dividing ridge, at tho head waters of the l'et;iwawee
and Matawa, great uttluents of the Ottawa, gives rise

to tho Muskoka, tho Muganetawau and French Ulver,
which flow into Lake Huron, and down these noble
rivers the first instalment of a vast supply of lumber is

preparing for ita spring journey to tho West, while here
aud there along the north coast, at the mouths of the
rivers, mills are being erected, aud the site of future
towns marked out. We know what has led to tho con-
struction of the slides on tho Ottawa; the same necessity
will soon overcome the obstacles to be met with in the
course oi the most Important rivers lluwlng into Lake
Huron. Now turn to the south and glance along thu lines
of railway already completed. Bee, where tho thick foivst

held absolute sway two years ago, thoufcinds of bright
spots illuminated by tho sunlight which now reaches
them, and growing into little life-giving centres to tho
scattered Industry which has hitherto existed in loneliness
aud hardship, almost cut oti' from tho humauitlus of life.

Watch these expandlug day by day, dllfusiug life, vijrour
and hope all around them, and along the great lines of trafiic

continually increasing innumbor,audgrowingin strength,
converting silent woods into bustling farms, aud pushing
the blessings of industry and civilization into tho cold
heart of the wilderness on every side. Ijastly, glaiico at
the Ottawa Valley, and thence to the shores of Lakes Huron
and Superior along our wild north-eastern and northern
boundary. See how our mineral wealth is alri'ady glitter-

ing on the surface, won from inexhaustible stores of
copper and iron, of more worth to us than " wedges of
gold " or " heaps of pearl." One word more before we part.

There is nothing Illusory in tho scene you have been sur-

veying. No mirage to bring out into unnatural relief the
brighter spots of- the picture; all is solid and severe.

The nature and extent of the useful part you may here-
atW play in the future of Western Canada, depends en-
tirely upon yourself. All varieties of scene and occupation
are open to you, each anxiously seeking to adopt aud claim
you for its own. And as your heart begins to warm
towards those among whom you may choose to cast your
lot, seek to acquire and spread a feeling of respect

and affection for your new Canadian home, not so

much on account of the gifts it so freely and gen-
erously offers, but for the independent future it pro-

mises to yourself and your children. Remember that you
have become one ofa people, and that you have a proud foul-

ing of nationality to reverence in others and acquire for

yourself, which some day, perhaps, may como upon you
unawares, bringing with it deep thankfulness for the ble«»-

ings you have so peacefully won.
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