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CIIAPTKR VII.

A BOU> ATTEMIT UPON ColthOVA, MIK .SKAT OK MOORISH POWKR.

Ai»oi"r tliiH tiiiM' ccrtaiu Christian cavaliers of tht« frontiers
received infornialion fnjui Mourisli ca|)lives tliat the nohh' city

of Cordova was nc^'lijrcnlly y;uarded, so that tl»c sul)url)s niinh'l

easily lie Burpriscil. They immediately concerted a hoU\
iitlempt, and sent to IVdro and Alvar Perez, who were at
Martos, entreating tiwin to aid them with their vassals. Ilaviii"
collected ti sulllcient force, and prepared scalin<;-ladders, they
approached the city on a dark ni}j;ht in January, amid showers
of rain and howlinjj; blasts, which prevented their footsteps
iieinjf heard. Arrived at the foot of the ramparts, they listened,

hut c(»uld hear no senliiu'l. The <j;uar(ls had shrunk into the
watch-toweis for shelter from the peltinj; storm, and the j^ar-

rison was in profound sleep, for it was the midwutch of the
iiijlht.

Some, disheartened by the dlfllculties of the place, were for
ubandoniny; the attempt, but l)omino;o Munoz, their adalid, or
jTuide, encourai^ed them. Silently fastenintir ladders together,

so as to be of sntllcient lenj^th, they placed them against one of
the towers. The first who mounted were Alvar Colotlro aud
Ik'uito de lianos, who were dressed as Moors and spoke the

Arabic language. The tower which they scaled is to this day
called the tower of Alvar Colodro. 'Entering it suddenly but
silently, they found four Moors asleep, whom they seized and
threw over '.he battlements, and the Christians below immedi-
ately despatched them, liy this time a number more of Chris-

tians had mounted the ladder, and sallying forth, sword in hand,

upon the wall, they gained possession of several towers ami of

the gate of Martos. Throwing open the gate, Pero Ruyz Tabur
galloped in at the head of a s(|uailron of liorse, and by the dawn
of day the whole suburbs of Cordova, called the Axarquia, were

iu their possession ; the inhabitants having hastily gathered such

of their most valuable eflfeeta as they could carry with them, and
taken refuge iu the city.

The cavaliers now barricaded every street of the suburbs

excepting the iiriiicipal one, which was broad and straight ; the

floors, however, made frecpieiit sallies upon them, or showered

down darts and arro' and ston-.-s from the walls and towers of

the city. The cavaliers sooa fouud that tbe^ Imd got iut^ warm
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