
tln" I)()uii?iii>n fr»>v<Tinn«»iit In '.Honing

It, luiH hc^'i the sul>ject of murh ad-

»«Tst> critloiHiii. Till' federal iiilhiHt<M's

linv<' Im'cm reprewonted iih tnkiii« Miiii-

Itt.lia liy the tlirujit and tr.vliiK to to-

eree itn jjovertiment and leulslatiire

into siibinlsHldti tn tlie dtMiiands .)f tlio

Kouuii. Catliolic laiiinrlty.

On the utlier hand It tian hiM-a coii-

t4'iided wltli inucli fon-c. that Mie ac-

th)ti uf tlie federal >;overnnient was
iMttiiliiv iiiitn> tlian wan re(iuirf'd hy
the fuiiHtitutidii, ill order to jjive ef-

fe<«t to tlie JiidKiiu''iit of tlie privy
(•oaiicll. The only power tliat can

iiiiiioiity a-iy relief

if relief U' denied hy tli(!

\n the purllaiiiPiit of the
That parliament cannot

eun the minority enter its

till !:• petition, iinlesH ,ind

IJCive the
\vhatev«'r.
province,
IVMitinion.

siiiiik, nor
door.- with
iinf tin J)oniinion executive shall

;i}i\c dedarcMl what modilications of

tlM- law. If any, l< in» it** judwrn'Mit

r.ndod to ix \v relief. The remedi.il

c'der wan simply an order in riouniil

n.aklnK mich a declaration, and of

conrse it in pi >perly m;Ml(> in the I'oriii

of ill order in council. Without such
an order, no relief could ite uiv «m un-

der the appeal. 1)ecau!-e wltlioit it

pn.rllninHnt rcr.'d not ac(inire Jiiris-

diK-ti^vn. rnlei*.s, th«*n>fore, the I)o-

iniiMon ;j;(»veiiiment d«'ci(led (.as it

might have done) that it would re-

fuse rtMlre,ss of any kind, it had at
Houie time to pa.»i8 a rem<'dial ord«!r.

Granting all that, however, it by no
moauH foll(»W8 that the makinm: of tlie

order at the time it waK made was
a prudent act, l'rincii)al (Jraut is un-
douhtedly right in saying that the
decisive and BPrious step of pasning a
formal order, with a view to enabling
parliament to intervene, kIiouUI not Im>

taken until every means of securing
redress from the legislature had l)een

exhausted. At the same time, neith-
er Mr. Laurier nor he denies that the
time may come when a remedial or-

der must be iiassed. Indeed, they
leave little room to doubt that in

their view of it, remedial legislation
will Ik> necessary. In case of the con-
tinued failure of the provincial leg-

islature to modify the existing law.
But its failure to do so now, Ihey
think, is not to l)e taken as conclu-
sive evidence that it will not yet do
justice. The local ministers have not
hitherto, in Mr. L;uirier's judgment,
been approached in a spirit that
would justify an exi)ectation that
they would yield.
Without admitting that the pro-

vincial government is warranted in

refusing to do justice, simply l>ecauee
the Dominion government may have

summarily taken the fwruial step that
will give parllamiiit pov.er to
deal with the *|uestlou, it is at least
safe to H4iy that Mr. Laurii-r's jtollcy

of Conciliation is that most likely to
lea<l to a st-ttlement. Hecaus«> of the
delicatt> IswucH that are Involved-Is-
sues that touch the tcnderest feelingH
and the most deeply rooteil convic-
tions of (tiffcrent sections of the coin-

inunity, issues that are related to dif-

ferences of creed and race prudential
ct)nsiderations shoulil have iirompted
the federal powers to resort to Mr.
Laurler's policy, Ix-fore takimr a stej)

that Is Hable to Ic regarded as a
menace to the province. Wise coun-
sels at Ottawa would have suggested
the advLsabldty of making an app ai

in the nam? oT patriotism and justice,
to the hearts of ^fanitobans, before
Issuing an order that was almost the
final (*t 'p in tlu' assumjit'.on. by pap-
liament, tf! the jiower given it hy tho
constitution to intervene.

if the government at Ottawa really
failed to make such an appeal, and if

they neglected before issuing tlie or-
der, to bring the question before the
Manitoba government in a concilia-
tory spirit, they cannot, I think, l)o

held fr<*e from blame. Nor are they
less blamab'.o on thedr part, even
though the MaiUtoba government on
its part may lie without exiuise, in
that it has not, jn the spirit of pat-
riotism, and with a regard to the a<l-

mitted rights of the minority invited
our own legislature to »ettje the mat-
ter.

In other words, the conditions that
would justify tho issue of the remedial
order would not arise, until the gov-
ernment of the Dominion had firnt
approached that of the province with
a proposal that the latter sliouLd en-
deavor to settle the difficulty through
its own legislature. Had this been
done, and had the provincial gov-
ernment after a friendly advance,6tlU
failed or refused to take any step to-
ward a settlement, thfvn the '.•rUn of
a remedial »)rder would liave liesn at
least timely.

Again, oveoi in the al)8ence of such
a proposal, if the provincial govern-
ment, without awaiting the issue of
an onler from Ottawa,, but in advance
of it, and in anticiiiation of its issue
had aln^ady ariuounc<Hl its determina-
tion to stand by its law, and to grant
no re ief to the appellants, in that cA«e
too, tlK're could be manifestly no fault
found with the is«ue of a remedial:
order.

If, I say, either of such events liad
happened tiefore the issue of tlie rem-
edial order—that is to say, had a
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