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^V^' may ii(»t. indeed, say thai tlie irit"! was the >ame before our Lord

ascended into Heaven, as after lie ax-ended ; nor can we say that the

Spirit is vouchsafed to Heathens as t<» Christians; but I think we
siiould not err in sayiiij*". thai wherever tliere !>< a tender, l(»viiiji' lieart,

a <ieneroiis imitiilse. an honest mind, a reverent h(»inai;e to (Jod, a

dc>ire to "do justly and love mercy,'' a shrinkin;;' fr(»ni injii>lice,

cruelty, and iini)iirity, whether in .lew, heathen, oi- ('hri>tian. then;

is the motion of the ble^sed Spirit for <rood, however far the heart

maybe from the perfect knowled;;*' of (Jod, And how various and

manifold is this «;ift. As the air hlows on the nioiintain-lo|is. or in

the sultry plains, in (he autumn evenin^r. or in the elcar fro'>t\ air of

th»' winter morn, or is boiMu; in upon the tide ever in healthful thouiili

various motion, so the Spirit variously works on t' e human heart.

Now It whispers simple (ruths into the child's bicast ; now It iierv«'s

theendurinjjrmaii for a jireat and hazardous eiiterpri/.e : now It siiuiiests

the first thouiihl ofdevotion, or strenythen> the last act of faith : It speaks

comfort to the mourner, and fear to the head>t ron;:' yituth : It plaees in

the hands of the preacher the "bow that is<lrawn at a vent lire."and that

sends convii'tion to the heart : Itaids the counsel of friends, and helps the

weak to resist tenii)tation, and brinn's before us the better way. and
bids us walk therein, and l»e safe: it speaks of eontentmeiit and hope;

amidst sntleriiiif, and assures us. in dark and dreary hours, that a way
will be ojiened before us. and that at evenin<;-tide there shall be li<ilit.

O, how j^racious is this blessed Spirit, how winniiiL;", and how wise!

lie chooses means adai)ted to hearts which ditler as widely as the laces

of mankind. He does not force truth upon us. but presents it to the

mind, so that it may be the heart's own choice, iiivitini:', persuasive,

yet not irresistible, for then there eculd be no •••raee in aceeptinji- it

:

and that the Holy Spirit is not irresistible ii is iniiMtriaiit to -how for

several reasons, Xothinu;" can more rleaily prove tlii> than (»iir Lord's

impassioned, bitter cry, *'0 deni-alem, .Ieru>alein. how oflen would

1 have <i'athered thy children to<j;<'i!ier. a> a hen jiatliereth her ehickens

under her wings, (ind ye would not!" AVords full of the insult of the

deepest mockery had there been anythinu' w ithheld which the (Jrace

of (Jod (M)uld have j^iveu, consistently wiih man's own per-onal res-

ponsihility of acceptino- or rejecting' the otlercd mercy. Ami Si. Paul's

earnest entreaty is of the same nature, *• We. then, as workers together

with (Jod, beseech you also, that ye receive not the (Jraco of (Jod in

vain." Yet he intreats mockingly if no grace that might be resisted

Were vouchsafed, if the Holy Spirit could not be resisted, though all

migdit be saved by comindsion, salvation would not be the glorious

crown of the (Jhristian's own life-long struggle. All the sympathy of

Christ with his much-tried and faithful soldiers would be lost; iiU the

Bymjiathy of the Kedeemed in lleuven with each other would b(! de«i-


