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A mass meeting of the electors of Toronto was held in the

Amphitheatre on the night of Tuesday, May 30th, under the

auspices of the National Workingmen's Union of Canada.

Mr. J. Ick Evans occupied the chair. Sir John Macdonald,
the principal speaker of the evening, was greeted with

tremendous cheering. Order having been restored. Sir John
said :

—

Meeting Old Friends.

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen—When I stand in this place

and see this crowded amphitheatre, I begin to think that

I must be a regular old Rip Van Winkle (loud laughter)

that I have been asleep for three years ; but that I now come
to find the same place, the same crowd, the same friends, the

same enthusiasm, the same supporters as T had on this same
ground in 1878. (Loud cheers.)

A Voice—More.

Sir John Macdonald—Yes ; as a friend says behind me, a
larger crowd ; because, thanks to the N.P., Toronto has grown
larger, the population has increased, you are all richer, you
have better looking hats—(laughter)—and better looking costs.

(Cheers and laughter.) And, I really must say as a bloated

aristocrat and office-holder, that I myself am not a bit the

worse for my three years' salary. (Renewed laughter.) I

therefore congratulate myself, you, and the country, that after

three years I come back and find enthusiasm, hope

—

not only hope, but certainty—of the future. (Gr«)at cheering.
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Let us look back to the year before the 17th of September,


