
Senator [SE N ATEj Alexander's Seat.

HoN. MR. SCOTT-I was under the im- no change in the procedure of the Ilouse.
pression that some notice was given to the The rule merely imposes on the Clerk the
member whose seat was attacked. duty of reporting vacancies as they arise.

Before the rule 15there was no provision
HioN. MR. MILLER-Of course. existing for reporting such vacancies to

ioN. MR. SCOTT-That was alwaysthe ouse. The constitution provides for
flicsth manner in w'hich such vacancies shall

given previous to any action being taken. be deait with when they arise, but it was

HoN. MR. ABBOTT-It does not appear not the (uty of anyone particularly to
in the Journals that any notice was giv report to the Ilose that a vacancy existed,gie.and the rule 'vas fra mcd requiring the

lox. MR. SCOTT-I am quite sure that Cheik to report such cases to the Spvaker,
we have no such peremptory proceeding but the mie does fot alter thc ) oceduru
as that -only twenty-four hours notice. which has been folhowed in the casus

already deait with by the Senate. 'F'lie
HON. MR. MILLER-The last case we first case of the kind that occurred was, 1

had before us was that of the late lon. think, that of Sir Edward Kenny. i iii-
Mr. Dickson. In that instance and in ail sisted then strongly that evidenc be given
previous cases, notice was given to the to the buse that Sir Edward Kenny's
party of tbe intention of the House to pro- case care withi fite law which demanded
ceed to adjudicate upon the supposed va- the forfeiture of Ms seat, and the bouse
cancy. It is true that we have the return agreed with me in that case. Were it not
of the Clerk that Mr. Alexander has not that my laie lamented colleague, the lon.
been in his place in Parlianient within the Mr. Archibald, rose in his place at the
last two sessions, but he may have been time and stated that be had seen Sir Ed-
in Ottawa during last session, unwell and vard Kenny wben on bis way here and
unable to attend to his duties, or le may had by him been informed that he had
have attended meetings of some of the been absent froin bis place in tbe Senate
Committees of this House, in either of for two years, and that he knew bis seat
which cases his seat has not been for- was vacant, the bouse %vould not have de-
feited. It is usual to give notice to a mem- clared the seat vacant on that occasion.
ber that the question of the vacancy of bis From that tire tle Ilouse bas ahways
seat is to be considered by the Committee required evidence that a seat bas been
on Privileges, before any final action is vacated in addition to tbe formai docu-
taken by the Hlouse. I do not suppose ment presented to the bouse from the
for a moment that the Iloese would vacate Clerk.
the seat of an bon. ioember witoout giving
hirn the opportundity of showing that be HON. MR. ABBOTT-I am sure my bon
bad not actually forfcited bis rigbt to sit friend will eredit me witb being tbe last
bere. Itbas not beendoiehithertowhereperson ho would(lesire totake adv nta e
any (loubt cxisted, and I do tuot tbink we of any bon. rember in any condition of
should take a new course now. things whatsoever. In taking tbis pro-

ceeding, I simply followed the procedume
HON. MR. BOTSFOID-t think tmat the which appears to bave been adopted a

rule on wbich the Cherkb bas acted was not dtis wiouse on two previous occasions.
in existence at tne time the seat ofn the The first one was that to whicb my bon.
Hon. Mr. Dickson wvas declared vacant. friend bas just referred-the case of the

Hon. Sir Edward Kenny. Therule of the
HON. MR. MILLEiR-The rie bias noth-a bouse my hon. friend is failiar with;

ing to do with the point of procedure. probably no one knows its terms bettet'
tban h does. The Clerk lias reported

Iox.. MR., BOTSFORD-The fact is we that Senatord Alexander lias been absent
have iow a ruhe vbich. waw not ih existence from his place for two consecutive ses-
when any previous case ai-ose. It miglit sions. A simiar report kd as made in the
be advisable to grive a longer time and let case of Sir Eddard Kenny and in that of
the Clerk notito the absent member. Mr. Dickson, which are the only two

cases to which I have heen referred. n
HIONq. MR. MILLERI-The rue makes the case of S Edward Keny, it as


