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Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I was under the im-
pression that some notice was given to the
member whose seat was attacked.

Hon, Mr. MILLER—Of course.

Ho~. Mr. SCOTT—That was always
given previous to any action being taken.

Hon, Mr. ABBOTT—It does not appear
in the Journals that any notice was given.

Hox. Mr. SCOTT—I am quite sure that
we have no such peremptory proceeding
as that —only twenty-four hours notice.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—The last case we
had before us was that of the late Hon.
Mr. Dickson. In that instance and in all
previous cases, notice was given to the
party of the intention of the House to pro-
ceed Lo adjudicate upon the supposed va-
cancy. It is true that we have the return
of the Clerk that Mr. Alexander has not
been in his place in Parliament within the
last two sessions, but he may have been
in Ottawa during last session, unwell and
unable to attend to his duties, or he may
have attended meetings of some of the
Committees of this House, in either of
which cases his seat has not been for-
feited. It isusual to give noticeto a mem-
ber that the question of the vacancy of his
seat is to be considered by the Committee
on Privileges, before any final action is
taken by the House. I do not suppose
for a moment that the House would vacate
the seat uf an hon. member without giving
him the opportunity of showing that he
had not actually forfeited his right to sit
here. It hasnot been done hitherto where
any doubt existed, and I do not think we
should take a new course now.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—I think that the
rule on which the Clerk has acted was not
in existence at the time the seat of the
Hon. Mr, Dickson was declared vacant.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—The rule has noth-
ing to do with the point of procedure.

Hox. Mr. BOTSFORD—The fact is we
have now a rule which was not in existence
when any previous case arose. It might
be advisable to give a longer time and let
the Clerk notity the absent member.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—The rule makes
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'no change in the procedure of the House.
The rule merely imposes on the Clerk the
duty of reporting vacancies as they arise.
Betore the rule there was no provision
existing for reporting such vacancies to
the House. The constitution provides for
the manner in which such vacancios shall
be dealt with when they arise, but it was
not the duty of anyone particularly to
report to the House that a vacancy existed,
and the rule was framed requiring the
Clerk to report such cases to the Speaker,
but the rule does not alter the p ocedure
which has been followed in the cuascs
already dealt with by the Senate. 'lhe
first case of the kind that occurred was, [
think, that of Sir Edward Kenny. Iin-
sisted then strongly that evidencc be given
to the House that Sir Edward Kenny’s
case came within the law which demanded
the forfeiture of his seat, and the House
agreed with me in that case. Wereit not
that my late lamented colleague, the Hon.
Mr. Archibald, rose in his place at the
time and stated that he had seen Sir Ed-
ward Kenny when on his way here and
had by him been informed that he had
been absent from his place in the Senate
for two years, and that he knew his seat
was vacant, the House would not have de-
clared the seat vacant on that occasion.
From that time the House has always
required evidence that a seat has been
vacated in addition to the formal docu-
ment presented to the House from the
Clerk.

Hox, Mg, ABBOTT—I am sure my hon
friend will credit me with being the last
person who would desire to take advantage
of any hon. member in any condition of
things whatsoever. In taking this pro-
ceeding, I simply followed the procedure
which appears to have been adopted in
this House on two previous occasions.
The first one was that to which my hon.
friend has just referred—the case of the
Hon. Sir Edward Kenny. Therule of the
House my hon. friend is familiar with;
probably no one knows its terms better
than he does. . The Clerk has reported
that Senator Alexander has been absent
from his place for two consecutive ses-
sions. A similar report was made in the
case of Sir Edward Kenny and in that of
Mr. Dickson, which are the only two
cases to which I have been referred. In
the case of Sir Edward Kenny, it was




