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the ue) - He was urging upon his friends
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of the anal, which I consider almost one
traff wonders of the world to-day. The
- on that canal has increased from
e and a-half millions of tons in 1885
Yo Sj:’lgll and a-lhalf millions of tons in
> 4Dd not only that, but it exceeds
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oS llnk of it! That country, west of
alrea;dau t Ste. Marie canal, has developed
tra, fﬁcy a greater trade than the world’s
it ay passing through the Suez Canal. Is
"Orx:y t‘gonder that those of us who come
fool th e North-West Territories should
i orde necessity of bestirring ourselves
progn o1 to find suitable outlets for the
and fce which we are capable of growing,
Whichor' the develop}nept of an industry
traffiq lf:S yet only in its infancy? The
and ; of our Terntqnes has been, of course,
horths 5"et very variable. .We are the most
as ern country on this continent that
%realzentured upon the production of
coma. and we have a great deal to over-
feot ¢ a great d'e.al' to learn, before we per-
Westeur capabilities of producing in that
o rf‘l country, I should like to bring
003:;}?‘1 notice the fact that when all the
of & lons were favorable to the production
tel:eals in that western country, when
yVanet bounty of Providence the greatest
enableages were showered upon us to
beli us to produce a good crop in 1887,
o eve that we produced a crop that had
ofor unheard of in the world’s history
COunt? There were 16,000 farmers in that
om Y, many of them, most likely, only
Inal.mesteaders—-men who are put down as
. ers, because they are entered in the
Mminion land book as homesteaders, and
a:;Blbly each one of them may not have
tion more than 5 or 10 acres under cultiva-
- I do not know what proportion of
16,000 farmers were in that position,

those
ut 15;an say from my own personal know-

ledge that very many of them were home-
steaders.

Notwithstanding that, these 16,000 farm-
ers produced 12,000,000 bushels of wheat
and 2,000,000 bushels of coarse grain, or
nearly 1,000 bushels for each farmer
in that counwry. That was sown, reaped,
harvested, marketed and, I was going to
say, exported ; but that is where the rub
comes in. We had very great difficulty
indeed in exporting our grain that year,
because the facilities of the Canadian
Pacific Railway were not sufficient at that
time to meet the requirements of the
people in exporting their produce. I will
give the Canadian Pacific Railway Co.credit
for making the most noble efforts; all the
hon. gentlemen who come from the North-
West will bear testimony to that fact. At
that time they were having a great fight
on the question of monopoly, and it was
essential to the interests of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company that they should
prove that they could carry the crop ofthe
country themselves and that another route
was not necessary at the time. But a
bounteous Providence and the enterprise
of the people were such that grain was
shoved on the Canadian Pacific Railway
faster than the company were able to take
itaway. A great deal of that was owing
to the difficulties that they had to encoun-
ter in the months of January and February
from snow storms north of Lake Superior ;
but still that was the fact, that the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway was not sufficient to
meet the requirements of the people in
1887. Then, in addition to that, what do
we see now ? The Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company are carrying a very large
amount of traffic from Minneapolis—some-
thing like 10,000 cars of grain that they
are taking from Minneapolis to the sea-
board, and therefore they have this
additional trade and trafic to tax
their energies in carrying the {xro-
ducts of that North-West country. Ido
not mention this in the way of finding
fault, as some have done, with the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company, for having
penetrated to Minneapolisand taken freight
from that point, in order to bring grist to
their mill and capture the trade of those
western States. I think myself that if
they have to cut rates and compete with
other corporations in that neighborhood
they are perfectly justified in doing so, in
order that they may get traffic to support




