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HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Friday, Marci 15, 1985

The House met at 1l a.m.

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.0. 21

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT

REQUEST THAT APPLICATION DEADLINE BE EXTENDED FOR
CHALLENGE '85

Mr. Alfonso Gagliano (Saint-Léonard-Anjou): Mr. Speaker,
on February 6, nearly two months later than the usual date,
the Minister of Employment and Immigration (Miss Mac-
Donald) announced the Challenge '85 student summer job
programn. Three weeks later, the minister set first March 15,
and then March 22, 1985, as the deadline for participating in
this program, leaving interested individuals and organizations
with only three weeks to submit projects or employment
applications. Several groups within my riding have indicated to
me that the March 22 deadline does not allow them enough
time to submit a project under the new Challenge '8 5 program.

If the Hon. Minister of Employment and Immigration is
really serious about her programn, she should extend the dead-
line front March 22 to April 22, in order to allow interested
organizations to submit projects which meet the new require-
ments of Challenge '85. Does the government really want the
Challenge '85 program to succeed, or is it simply trying to
blind Canadians to the fact that the Conservative elite just
does not want to help our young people find jobs?

If you believe in your program, give it a chance.

[English]
LABOUR CONDITIONS

UNEMPLOYMENT IN CANADA

Mr. William G. Lesick (Edmnonton East): Mr. Speaker, as a
Member of Parliament from Edmonton I arn deeply concerned
with the continuing decline in employment in my city, as well
as in all of western Canada. The latest Statistics Canada
information has revealed that Edmonton has the highest
unemployment rate of any city in the West. That is a travesty
for the people in my city.

The unemployment rate in Edmonton is 15 per cent-in
construction it is 43 per cent, and in manufacturing it is 30 per
cent. The high rates of unemployment, no matter how one
looks at the matter, are a direct and unquestionable conse-
quence of the odious National Energy Program which the
Liberals perpetrated on western Canada.

Edmonton has one of the highest vacancy rates in Canada.
It has empty office buildings and empty apartment buildings.
People are leaving Edmonton in a fruitless attempt to find
employment. In Edmonton East there are 8,000 fewer people
today than there were five years ago.

I urge the Government, in the strongest possible terms, to
take decisive action now. Western Canadians have confidence
in government, but that confidence is not limitless. I came to
this House because I felt the effects of the prevîous Govern-
ment's disastrous energy policy. Let us now demonstrate that
we have the courage and the foresight to take full economic
measures to stimulate development, to reverse those staggering
figures, and to get the people back to work.

INDUSTRY

ANNOIJNCED CLOSURE 0F JOHN INGLIS PLANT IN STONEY
CREEK. ONT.

Mr. Ian Deans (Hamilton Mountain): Mr. Speaker, the
John Inglis Company has announced that it will close its plant
in Stoney Creek, Ontario. That will mean the loss of 600 jobs
for people in the Hamilton area.

That samne company received $3 million from the previous
Government in order to eff'ect to take-over of the bankrupt
Admiral Corporation. At that time I requested that there be
clear job guarantees attached to the granting of that particular
suri of money. The Government did not put those provisions in
place, and the end result has been exactly what we predicted,
the Inglis Company used the money to fund the expansion of
its operations in lower wage areas, and used the money to
create unemployment in the Hamilton area for the people who
have been building the products which Inglis has sold for many
years.

I would ask this Government to take action now, to meet
with the John Inglis Company, bring to its attention that this
kînd of conduct will not be accepted by the Government of
Canada, and that if the company will not put back in place the
jobs which it has proposed to take away, the Government will
reclaimt the money which that company was given.


