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Supply-Publij Works

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): Perhaps net. We
have to try to find a desk and chair. The
Department of National Healtb and Welf are
has doubied or trebled in the last two years.
The Department of Veterans Affair is another
departiment whicb has increased its work.
When these departments ask for ail this
furniture 1 look around to War Assets
Corporation and then to private enterprise
to get it. It is ail bought after tendering by
welI-known firms or 'by agreement. We can-
flot always get what we are looking for. I
do flot think I can bring about much economy
under this item, beca;use when a request cornes
in fromn a departmnent it is approved by the
officiai, a report is made and sent to, the
director wbo is appointed speciaily to scrutinize
these requests. It then cornes back witb
approvai and is later sent to the treasury
board after we bave accepted it. I do not
know how I can change the procedure; it is
the regular procedure.

Mr. GRAYDON: I wouid be content flot
to view this as a special criticism of the
minister but rather as an indication te him
of how the committee feels. If hie will do his
part in conveying to the proper quarters the
rernarks that he has heard to-day, and indicate
to them that if this kind of thing is to continue
these items will meet a forest fire of criticism
at the next session, then I think we shall
have done a job.

Mr. BOUCHER: Perhaps the minister will
accept a suggestion, with a littie humour and
a lot of common sense. If the minister knows
that furniture is required in one department,
and that another departmnent which is closing
up bas a surplus, and if hie will transfer the
furniture fromn one departmnent to the other
we would have economy in the assisting of the
one and the closing down -of the ether.

iMr. DIEFENBAKER: Ail the information
that we have received bas not as yet cleared
up anything. Thie Minister of Public Works
is in the unfortunate position of having other
departmnents make requests of him. He indi-
cates that he dme not know whether they are
justified. H1e does not understand the circum-
stances; bie doe-s not know hiow much is pur-
chased from War Assets Corporation. H1e has
nlot the information, and it is flot bis fault
,because hie essentially is in the position of
representing a dtpartment which is the cats-
paw of ail the others. In order to bring this
matter to, the attention of these people, and
baving regard to what the bion. member for
Peel bas said with respect to the surplus of
furniture which. one sees on every hand, and
also, with a view of sbowing the attitude of

the cornmittee with respect to aw policy
whereby one department of government sende
back this surplus furniture top War Assets Cor-
poration, and anc ther departmnent of govern-
ment purchases it from that corporation, a
most uneconomical system, I arn geing to
move that item 600, amounting to $300,000 in
the estimates for the year 1946-47, ha reduced
to $10. I do that 'because nething bas been
indicated to support -the necessity of it.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): I do not know
that I wouid admit everything which bas been
said by the bon. member for Lake Centre. Uf
bon. members wisb to be fair to my depart-
ment they could not reduce this amount to
one dollar because up to date tbey bave voted
at least five-twelfths of it.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: I arn reducing this
item.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): Five-twelftbs of
the item bas been roted.

Mr. GRAYDON: I take issue with the
minister on that.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): Does tbe hon.
member tbink that amount wss flot voted in
interim suppiy?

Mr. GR.AYDON: No. I wouid say to the
minister that wben tbe interim suppiy bills
were before the bouse and were passed the
definite undiertaking was given by the Min-
ister cf Finance tbat nothing that was done
with respect to that vote would in any way
place us in a worse position than we were
'before tbe supply bills were passed in connec-
tion witb the individuai items. That under-
taking stands. May 1 say to the minister that
hae is quite wrong in bis assumption that the
five-twelftbs item appiies to any one indi-
viduai item, ail of which are left to the discre-
tion and tbe decision cf the committee itseii.
I think everybody will undeistand tbat.

,Mr. FOURNIE R ý(Huil): Perhaps my bion.
friend is rigbt. Wben we voted in'terim supply
it was understeed that it took away ne rights
that the cemmittee ýpossess te decrease the
vote; but on the other band, we have te face
.this -situation. Having had at my disposai
five-twel'fths of this ameunt te buy furniture
requested by other departmnents, I bave pro-
ceeded *on that assumptien and have pur-
chased furniture. I do net know -wbo will be
held responsibie for the meeting cf those psy-
mente. I arn giving the real facts, becauso on
that assumption my officiais assumed that we
couid dispose of the five-tweifths at ieast; and
wben requests came in in tbe ordinary course


