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these men have toid us that not oniy the
integrity, but the very existence of the
British empire is tbreatened. If Germany
is not making those preparations to at-
tack Britain, why is she building so many
Dreadnoughts P She does not require them
to attack France or Russia or any other
land power. She is evidently building them
for one purpose, and tbat is the destruc-
tion of the British empire. Her evident
intention is to outclass and outnumber and
defeat the British fleet on the North sea,
seize the very heart of the empire, plunder
the country, exact an enormous war in-
demnity, and perhaps carry away our be-
loved King, a prisoner, as she did the
Emperor Napoleon III, and then proceed
ta crusb and conquer the colonies at ber
leisure, and as a matter of detail. When
tbe German Dreadnougbts are ready, sbe
can choose ber own time to make an at-
tack; and there is no doubt at ail, that
when she does strike, she will follow her
usual course of striking quickly, and when
least expected. Just look at ber strategical
position. She bas everything to gain if
victorious, and il defeated she bas notbing
to lose, for ail ber fleet bas to do is sail
back to the protection of ber invincible
land forces; wbereas sbould she win she
can dismember the Britisb empire, cap-
ture its immense wealtb, control the ocean,
and become the leading power in the worid.
Tbat is sometbing for Germany te flght
for; and if we do not watcb ourselves,
tbere 18 little doubt that she will succeed.
Judging by ber past record I fear she
would make a merciless conqueror and a
bard taskmaster. We knaw wbat sbe bas
done to others. In 1864 she picked a quar-
rel witb little Denmark, and despoiled that
kingdom of two provinces. In 1866, owing
to the discovery of ber needie gun, she
succeeded in crusbing Austria in a single
battie. In 1870, sbe overran France, seized
two of that country's most favoured pro-
vinces, took tbe Emperor Napoleon away
a prisoner as a bostage, and allowed him to
die at Chiselburst, and exacted the until
then unheard of war indemnity of $1,000,-
000,000. Need we expect tbat this hitherto
invincible power wiil spare Britain and
ber colonies if tbat unfortunate day sbould
corne wben conquered Englishmen, Irish-
men and Scotchmen and oversea Britons
wouid bave to plead for mercy before
tbeir victorioue and unreienting masters.
Germany, it is said, bas spent thîrty
years in preparing for this. In the mean-
time she bas consolidated ber empire, she
bas enlarged and improved ber old canais,
and built many new ones. She bas been
increasing and perfecting ber invincible
land army, and also supported and en-
couraged the enterprising firm of the
Krupps until it bas become the greatest
manufacturing establishment of military
supplies in the world.

Germany bas the advantage of being
able to attaek Britain by sea, whereas
Britain cannot attack her by land; and
I would just say that should the day corne
when Germany shail have conquered Bri-
tain, and a German tax be put on our
products going to the British market, our
Canadian farmers will suifer very severely.
Even that is something to loak after.
Sbould the day of peril ever corne, those
silly Canadians, who are willing to trust
to our littie unhuilt cruisers, would then
find out, when too late, that their cTuisers,
even if built and going out to meet the
fleet of German Dreadnoughts, wo'uid sim-
piy be the iaughing stock of the worid.
And what is stili worse,' if these cruisers
were rnanned by loyal Canadian citizens
and searnen, the poor feliows would be
slaughtered before they could raise a fin-
ger to defend tbemselves. They would be.
sirnply butchered to make a German holi-
day.

As to those other foolish Canadians who
depend on the Munroe doctrine, they would
find, also when too late, tbat tbougb the
United States might not be wiiling. to ai-
low a Enropean country to take perma-
ment possession of Canada, they wauid
neyer tbink of going to war, especially
with the conqueror of Bnitain, for the pur-
pose of preventing Germany from levying-
on Canada a war indernnity of such astound--
ing proportions that it would. simply mean
the ruin of this country.

In the face of all tbis, we are toid there
is no danger, that these preparations do
not mean anything; and aithougb one of
the greatest military disasters that couid
bef ail a civilized country is almost upon
us, our government is doing nothing but
waving the old flag, shouting loyalty and
marking tixne. I had a letter from one
of my constituents the other day in which
he said the people were becoming alarm-'
ed and suspicions. He said that they
heard the 'bail master' and the giving-
of the kiss, and were beginning to be afraid
of what might follow. Britain requires
Dreadnoughts in the North sea. She re-
quires them witbout delay. Why then
this policy on the part of our government
of putting off, doing nothing, dilly daily-
ingP Is it any wonder that our sister cal-
onies are beginning to suspect Canada's
loyalty to the British Crown? In mv opin-
ion Canada is loyal, but the whole trouble
is not a iack of loyalty on the part of the
government, as some of our friends seem
to think, but simply their want of prompt-
ness and business ability, because there is
neither promptness nor business ability
shown in their proposal ta build those little
cruisers. In the first place should the.
crisis corne upon us, we have no tirne in
wbich to build tbem, we have not the train-
ed mechanics, we have no milîs with f aci--
lit tes to roll plates of nickel and steeL.


